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SUSIE
“Did you check the mirror before you left home today?” This was what I heard the day I came to school 

wearing what was at the time my favorite dress, which was a bit shorter than the dress code allowed, 

resulting in my fi rst and only (and very much deserved!) infraction as a TPS student.  I am beginning this 

letter not to expose one of my not-so-proud moments at TPS, but rather to reacquaint you with a person 

I have come to love and admire, the teacher who “wrote me up” that particular day, Sue Speicher.I recently had the pleasure of traveling with “Susie,” as she was known as a child, to New York City for an 

alumni event. During the trip we discussed her childhood on New York’s Upper West Side.  We explored 

her elementary school, walked the streets she traveled with her father as a little girl, ate matzah ball soup 

(my favorite!) together at Barnie Greengrass, navigated the subway, and saw her old apartment building 

facing Central Park.  It was so much more interesting to see New York City through Sue’s childhood eyes. As a TPS student I did not get the opportunity to have Sue as my English teacher, but I sure wish I 

had.  I have found in Sue a teacher who loves her students, loves the school, and has an impressive 

history here.  She pioneered many programs that are thriving today, such as The Trinity Voice student 

newspaper and Habitat for Humanity, which she started with Builders Club.  Sue also accompanied 

every chapel and every musical show until there was a hired pianist. Monthly, I rely on Sue to make 

sure my grammar and punctuation are correct before I send out the Alumnews as well as this 
TrinityPrep Magazine.

Sue Speicher has challenged students’ writing skills and literary thinking for three decades, impressing 

upon them the importance of humanities in establishing critical thinking and inference. “Eventually, they 

infi ltrate all disciplines, but they’re learned fi rst in literature and history (through words).”In this issue, humanities on campus are highlighted with examples “coming off  the page” in The 
Trinity Voice and student literary journal, Skylight (page 4).  English teacher and forensics coach Dean 

Rhoads is recognized as the elder statesman on campus, (page 6) and you will step into the shoes of 

Rhoads’s traveling forensics team (page 8).  I also welcome you to take a journey across the world as 

our students learn about cultures through international travel (page 10) and the study of Latin and 

world languages in a Q&A with Latin teacher Kyle McGimsey (page 13).   
I thank God each day for giving me the opportunity to continue to learn as an adult.  I am 
inspired by our teachers, the dreams of the students, and stories from alumni.  I want to take this 
opportunity to thank my new dear friend for allowing me to be her student and for showing me 
the power of writing well and appreciating that life is a continual work in progress.  Thank you, 
Susie!  

Ashley Whittaker Johnston ‘97
Director of Alumni Relations
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Considerable attention has recently been given to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
education, no doubt based upon the important role that these disciplines play in preparing students for the 

expanding job market in these fields.  Furthermore, advancement in STEM fields has become a major part of our 
global economy.  Growing evidence suggests that the United States has fallen behind many other countries in 
preparing students for this rapidly changing field.

All of this attention on STEM education has resulted in an outcry from many commentators, reminding us of the 
important role that the humanities play in preparing well-rounded and culturally literate graduates.  In some 
cases it has brought about a fundamental debate as to the purpose of higher education.  To what extent are 
secondary and post-secondary education focused on job preparation, and in what ways is this in conflict with 
branches of learning that deal with arts, history, languages, philosophy, and literature?

From its founding, Trinity Prep has offered a broad curriculum, including graduation requirements that ensure 
all students will have opportunities for learning in the sciences, mathematics, and technology, as well as English, 
social sciences, world languages, physical education, and the arts.  According to Carlo Rotella, writing in the 
Boston Globe, “full and effective participation in a postindustrial society and economy requires advanced analytical 

and expressive ability, and studying the humanities and social sciences is essential to developing those abilities.”  One of the hallmarks 
of a Trinity Prep education is an exemplary writing program, primarily the responsibility of our English Department.  Analytical skills are 
developed throughout the school but are often emphasized in our social studies program.  Our World Language program enhances cultural 
understanding and promotes international travel. Our fine arts and forensics programs offer opportunities for students to develop speaking 
and performance skills, as well as the development of valuable debate strategies.

David Brooks, a columnist for The New York Times, participated in the development of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences report, “The 
Heart of the Matter.”  This report makes the case for humanities and social sciences by noting that “they focus not only on the external goods 
the humanities can produce (creative thinking, good writing) but also the internal transformation (spiritual depth, personal integrity)” that 
takes place.  At Trinity Prep, we have always considered the arts to be a crucial part of our mission.  During the economic downturn, a number 
of public and private schools reduced funding to the arts as a result of a mistaken assumption that these programs are “extras” in elementary 
and secondary education.  In contrast, at Trinity Prep we have expanded our visual and performing arts program and added new courses in 
creative writing and social sciences, while still addressing important priorities in the advancement of technology.  I hope you enjoy this issue 
of Trinity Prep Magazine that features some outstanding examples of our programs in the humanities that prepare our students for “success in 
college and in life.”

HEADMASTER’S REPORT

Craig	Maughan
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ALUMNI ADVISORY BOARD
Dear Alumni Saint:

You may not have realized it, but the day you first stepped onto campus as a student was the beginning of a 
lifelong relationship with Trinity Prep.  The Trinity family may have been a new concept then.  Today, Trinity Prep 
is equally committed to you.  Through the work of the Alumni Advisory Board, we strive to continue your TPS 
experience as an alumna or alumnus, taking part in a thriving and growing community… the Trinity family.

We encourage you to explore the many ways you can connect with Trinity Prep.  Whether it is becoming involved 
with the Alumni Advisory Board, leading or participating in a regional alumni group, attending an alumni event, or 
visiting campus, we want to see you! 

Please take this opportunity to update us and see what is happening on and off campus.  Your time here may 
have been a few short years-- but you are a Trinity Prep Saint for life! 

Sincerely, 
Mike and Melinda, Alumni Advisory Board Co-chairs

Michael Kovaleski ’99 
• Graduated of Texas Christian 

University 2003 and received 
his MBA from Crummer in 2009

• Played professional golf
• Is a Certified Financial Planner™ 

practitioner with Thorsen Clark 
Tracey Wealth Management of 
Raymond James since 2009

Melinda Wimbish ‘98
• Graduated from of the University 

of Central Florida 2002 and 
University of Florida Law 2005

• Is a commercial litigator and 
personal collection attorney 

• Member of Trinity Prep’s Board of 
Trustees

• Volunteers with the Seminole 
County SPCA and is an active 
member and Sunday school 
teacher at the Episcopal Church 
of the Resurrection in Longwood
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Who needs the humanities?  We all do because after all, we are 
human.  

Because our society places such a heavy focus on STEM fields and 
job prospects, the humanities seem to be losing their former allure.  
Nonetheless, we must recognize that the humanities are a vital 
component of our education and our lives.  Rather than providing 
practical, pragmatic practices, the humanities show us novel and 
essential ways of thinking.  

Science and math introduce necessary facts and answers.  However, 
the humanities create a sense of uncertainty and doubt.  Philosophy 
makes us think about who we are and who we should be.  English 
and history make us question authority and ulterior motives.

Humanities also evoke emotion and create strong bonds 
between individuals.  Emotional intelligence–the ability to 
decipher and understand emotions–plays a critical role in our 
lives.  Understanding how to analyze Jane Eyre or comprehend 
the dynamics of Beethoven’s Fidelio sparks empathy and self-
recognition.  As Jane struggles with loneliness and Beethoven 
combats deafness, we feel their heroic struggle, and we can 
incorporate such feelings into difficult situations in our lives.  
Everyone feels emotion, so society changes dramatically when 
people are able to express compassion for others.  Contrary to what 
critics say, emotional intelligence often plays a larger role than IQ 
and therefore must be developed.  

“Emotional intelligence has proven to be a more reliable precursor 
for success in life than a person’s IQ,”  Director of Curriculum Kathy 
Pinson said. 

If people can’t communicate and effectively persuade others, all of 
their ideas fall flat.  The humanities help every profession because 
they allow the development of writing, communication, and 
reading skills.  With these capabilities, we are able to think more 
critically and analyze situations much more effectively.  “I still think 
the ability to write clearly, concisely, and articulately is a skill that 
goes through all jobs,”  Headmaster Craig Maughan said.  “Students 
with a broad understanding in the humanities do make a difference 
with career prospects.  You have to learn how to write. “ And how 
do you do that?  You do it by learning how to read.   

In addition, our society might seem to be losing its old, innovative 
power.  But the humanities with studies in English, culture studies, 
fine arts and even history help facilitate imagination.  

Ultimately, one chooses a major not because he or she wants the 
glimmering end goal, but because he or she loves what the major 
explores.  “If you do what you love, the job will come to you,”  history 
teacher William Milsten said.  

Why do we need the humanities?  Simply put, we are more than 
numbers and scientific reactions–we are human.  That should be 
enough.  

HAIL HUMANITIES
by Brian Min ‘15
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In the 15th century, Gutenberg created a device that would forever 
change how the world accessed its information.  The printing press 

spread ideas and philosophies across Europe and contributed to 
radical thought that would challenge what had been established for 
centuries.  Now, 600 years later, the internet has provided an outlet 
for writers to channel their ideas to all those willing to log onto their 
Wi-Fi, and it’s changing how information is consumed.

This year marks the launch of the online version of The Trinity Voice, 
which allows the Trinity Family to view students’ work, ranging 
from news stories on campus to previews of local concerts and 
bands. After a quick login at thetrinityvoice.com (username and 
password are tpsvoice), readers can comment and participate in 
online discussion, adding a new dimension for The Voice’s audience.  
Immediate interaction between writers and readers is a feature that 
is exclusive to the online version.  

“My hope--and the staff’s hope--is that the student body will engage 
on the newspaper website as well,” said Erin Miller*, the faculty 
advisor of  The Voice. “Meaningful, thought-provoking conversation 
already takes place in our classrooms, and we want to bring that 

conversation to a school-wide audience, opening it to current 
events happening on and off our campus.”  Monthly issues will still 
be printed, but the online site will have exclusive content and be 
updated more frequently.  

“One of the staff’s goals for this year is to update the website weekly,” 
Miller said. “While this may seem like a lofty goal, it is the direction 
journalism is heading, and the school has never shied away from 
moving forward.” 

Skylight, an annual publication founded by the Trinity Literary 
Society, broke ground in the world of cyberspace in 2012 when 
the literary journal was published online. Available to the public at 
skylightmag.com and composed of students’ works, Skylight includes 
media ranging from photography to poetry to music.  With English 
teacher sponsors Susan Lilley and Robert Boerth, the magazine’s 
goal is to “showcase Trinity Prep’s literary and artistic talent.”  Now 
that the material is made more accessible through the Internet, 
students can enjoy artistic works as the muses inspire them, instead 
of waiting until the end of the year when the printed magazine is 
available.  

COMING OFF THE PAGE by Troy Deal ‘14

*Erin Verkler Miller ‘00 is a graduate of Northwestern’s prestigious Medill School of Journalism.
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THE ELDER STATESMAN
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Rhoads credits AP U.S. History teacher Darcy Butrimas’s arrival at TPS 
in 1995 with the forensics team’s rise to prominence.  He had talked 
her into coming to Trinity Prep from Lake Highland because she 
was his biggest rival on the debate circuit, and he supported her 
becoming the head coach of the team.  

Now the forensics team participates in about thirty tournaments 
each school year, including competitions at Yale, Princeton, Harvard, 
and the University of Pennsylvania.  In 2010 the National Forensic 
League recognized Trinity Prep as one of the nation’s top 100 
schools in speech and debate, and TPS forensics students routinely 
qualify for the CFL and NFL National Tournaments.  “We’re not about 
the competition in the sense that we don’t pressure the students 
to win.  We pressure them to prepare effectively so that they can be 
competitive,” Rhoads says of the forensics team’s success.  

Alumni who know Mr. Rhoads remember his brilliant wit, his puns, 
and his measured delivery—he never speaks without thinking first.  
A student lucky enough to be in his class learns more than English 
because Rhoads believes that “you have to understand people 
collectively, and that really comes best through a study of history 
. . . the sum total of human experience: the human story.”  Susan 
Speicher, an English department colleague for 29 years, adds that 
Rhoads “has infinite patience with the vicissitudes of adolescent 
behavior” and can relate to almost every student on some level, 
even when others can’t.

Rhoads never tires of teaching because of the excitement he finds in 
watching his students make discoveries about themselves and the 
world around them.  After almost 35 years at Trinity Prep, he doesn’t 
have plans to go anywhere.  “What I am is a happy camper.  I like this 
place.  I like what I do.  I like the stimulation of the things I get to do, 
working with kids to discover who they are and the world around 
them, and that’s tremendously satisfying.”  

As Trinity Prep faculty and members of the Class of 2014 march 
into the auditorium to the tune of “Pomp and Circumstance” 

this May, they will be led by a new marshal – English teacher and 
forensics coach Dean Rhoads.  With the retirement of longtime 
faculty members Dennis Bluge and Bob Fulmer last year, Rhoads 
has become the elder statesman on campus.  

Rhoads came to teach at Trinity Prep in 1979, when the school was 
still in its infancy with a total enrollment of 373 in grades seven 
through twelve.   He fondly recalls his job interview with then-
Academic Dean Father Ronald Brokaw, who explained to him that 
faculty in independent schools were expected to coach, and “did he 
know anything about swimming?”  

Despite his lack of athletic skills, Rhoads was hired to teach English 
and has since taught every grade from seventh through eleventh.  
“When I arrived, I taught seventh grade and the sophomore class, 
which was easy to do because there were only 47 in the whole 
tenth grade.” 

Rhoads almost attended Trinity Prep as a student himself.  When 
he was a junior at Maynard Evans High School in Orlando, his 
mother asked if he wanted to attend Trinity Prep for his senior year.  
He declined because he wanted to graduate with his classmates.  
Rhoads went on to attend the University of Florida and earn 
Bachelor of Arts in Education and Master of Education degrees with 
a focus on English, speech, and linguistics.  

It was in his third year at Trinity Prep that Rhoads started the 
school’s forensics program, now one of the top programs in the 
country.  Headmaster Canon Rees Hay gave him the opportunity to 
pilot the program.  “It was almost all local competitions in the early 
days,” says Rhoads.  “Emory was the biggest tournament.  After the 
first year, one or two students qualified for the Catholic Forensic 
League Nationals.”  
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The alarm sounds at 5:45 am.  We groan, “Who gets first 
shower?”  The northeastern chill creeps up my spine as 

I trudge over to the shower, longing for the water to warm 
me and wake me up for a long day ahead.  A few minutes 
later we have donned our suits, fixed our hair, grabbed our 
bags, and headed to the lobby.  We shuffle into the minivans, 
anxious and excited, and grab our favorite tournament 
essential: a Grande Starbucks coffee.  We sit, we ride, and we 
wait.  Mid-cup we all realize it’s time to perform. We realize 
it’s time to catch up with distant friends.  We realize… It’s 
tournament day.
 
I’ve been an active member of the forensics team for four 
years.  It’s enriched my high school experience, and I’m 
confident that the lessons I’ve learned have made me a 
better person.  The activity is extremely time-consuming 
(we’re gone almost every weekend) and can be difficult at 
times – a hard time from teachers about missing school, a 
deprived sleep schedule, and immense pressure and stress 
at tournaments can definitely take a toll on a developing 
adolescent.  However, in the case of forensics, the benefits 
undoubtedly outweigh the drawbacks.  We all have gained 
a greater sense of confidence, charisma, and character.  
Whether we “break” (advance) to the final round or are 
eliminated in prelims, every moment of every tournament is 
a joyous learning experience.

For those who don’t know, the forensics “world” is quite 
complex, filled with jargon unknown to outsiders.  When we 
say speech AND debate, we mean there is a clear separation 
between the two.  Not everyone is debating a topic!  For 
us speech kids, events range from acting (humorous, 
oral, dramatic, and duo interpretation of literature) to 
persuasive speaking (extemporaneous and oratory).  For the 
interpretation events, a piece of literature is selected, cut to 
10 minutes, and performed.  In oratory, a 10-minute speech 
is pre-written, and in extemp a 7-minute speech is delivered, 
well… extemporaneously.  A typical speech tournament 
consists of four to five preliminary rounds, where we perform 
and are ranked 1st through 6th in the round.  To advance to 
elimination rounds, scores need to be low enough to fit into 
roughly the top quarter of the pool. 

Why forensics, though?  Why choose an activity that most 
immediately assume means we’re dealing with dead bodies?  

THE FORENSICS EXPERIENCE by Joseph Robillard ‘14 
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Well, the Trinity Forensics team is nationally known.  We’re known 
for being one of the most serious, committed teams on the circuit.  
We’re also known for our camaraderie. All the officers, varsities, 
novices, coaches, and even alums, across the country, seem to share 
a bond that most don’t get to experience.  Some of my closest 
friends live in New Jersey and Minnesota. I am truly grateful that I’ve 
had the opportunity to witness these bonds being formed and then 
growing, no matter what school, college, or state they’re in.

“Your Champion, from Trinity Prep…!” The words we all love to hear 
at an awards ceremony, national or local.  We all love success, but 
more than that, I can speak for all of us when I say it’s an honor 
being able to compete on the Trinity Forensics team, and my time 
spent will never be forgotten.  
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL PHOTO ALBUM

Galapagos Islands -- Summer 2013

Peru -- Summer 2011

Loire Valley, France -- Spring Break 2012 Istanbul -- Spring Break 2013
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I fell in love with India in elementary school.  The diversity of cultures, 
religions, and people first drew me into the country.  As I aged, my desire 
to visit this remarkable country grew, but the chance of going was slim.  

I never imagined that photography would be what would bring me to 
India.  I had not planned to take a photography class, or any art class, 
but I had to in order to fulfill my graduation requirement.  Little did I 
know that photography would revolutionize my life and open incredible 
opportunities, like traveling abroad. 

When Mr. Bowden announced that he would be taking a photography 
trip to the Himalayas and India, I knew that I had to go.  My newly found 
love of photography and my life-long love of India would combine to 
make the greatest experience of my lifetime.  

Our group of seven students and Mr. Bowden flew to Delhi.  
We spent the first few days there before flying to Leh, 
adjusting to the time zone and visiting temples and other 
landmarks around the city.  Due to a cancelled flight, we 
spent a few more days in Delhi than originally planned.  We 
used this extra time to visit one of the monuments of the 
Mughal Empire, Humayun’s Tomb.

After successfully landing in Leh and a nap to help us adjust 
to the altitude, we took our cameras to the streets.  The 
quaint streets of Leh were such a contrast to the congestion 
of Delhi. 

From Leh, we branched out to the surrounding villages.  We 
spent two days staying in a home in Ang, where we were 
treated by our hosts to delicious home-cooked and home-
grown food.  We visited one of the local schools in Ang and 
spent time playing volleyball with the kids and taking their 
pictures.  We then returned to Leh where we recharged our 
cameras and packed our bags again.

We camped on Lake Tso-Moriri, a holy lake very close to the Chinese 
border.  The region surrounding the lake was populated by nomadic 
yak herders, who live in yurts and follow their flocks of goats and other 
animals.  Like all the people in Leh and the surrounding areas, the 
nomads were very welcoming and invited us into their yurts.  The thing 
that will always stick with me from the time spent with the nomads is 
the power of communication.  Only our local guide could speak the 
nomads’ language, yet we were still able to communicate with them 
through gestures and facial expressions.  

On our last day, we drove to Agra to visit the Taj Mahal.  While most 
people consider it to be the gem of India, there isn’t one thing that 
can sum up a country so diverse in people and culture.  India must be 
experienced. 

TRAVELING TO INDIA by Jessica Kotnour ‘14

Himalayan Photo Expedition -- Summer 2013Greece -- Summer 2013
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WORLD LANGUAGES COME ALIVE!

“Escargot Day is just another of the many ways I have found to 
make loving the French language and culture more personal 
and enriching for my students. I serve over two hundred 
escargots each year to the Middle and Upper School students 
during their lunch time.  The ‘gastropods’ are so particular to 
French gastronomy - the way they look in their shells as they 
arrive on the huge platter- that they never fail to generate 
excitement among my students.  Some 6th and 7th graders 
swear they won’t eat any until the day the escargots arrive, 
and then the excitement of their friends is contagious. They 
eat everything in less than five minutes, and they have 
cleaned the platter of the parsley-butter escargots with French 
baguettes for over twelve years.”                                 

                                                  Hervé LeGuilloux

“The unit on Japonism and Impressionism is for my Level 3 classes. Through this 
unit, students are learning how a faraway land like Japan can impact western 
culture. They also, naturally, fall in love with all those French painters.” 

Hervé LeGuilloux

“Oral presentations are a great way to make the language and culture real. I 
always encourage my students to bring props, especially when they present 
their French orals with a partner. It is so much fun to watch!  Music is another 
way. Whenever I have a few extra minutes at the end of class, I like to visit the 
French music charts online, and we listen to France’s latest hits and watch the 
video clips. Or we revisit French classics on YouTube and sing along!” 

Vanessa Spallone

“In Latin III we hold a Roman wedding 
following the traditional engagement 
and wedding ceremonies, complete with 
procession and musical accompaniment.“     

                                     Carolyn Davidson

“I always like to end the year in my classes with a cultural unit on the history and 
customs of the bullfight and the Fiesta de San Fermín that includes the running 
of the bulls because there are so many common misconceptions about these 
events.  They learn a lot from the video and the readings, but the language comes 
alive for them when we have the reenactment complete with props, music, and 
the traditional red scarves and sashes!  We sing during the ‘street party,”’run with 
the bulls, and then conduct the entire bullfight in the classroom where everyone 
has a part to play.  It is an exciting day for my students, and I think that it is a great 
memory for them to take away from my class!  ¡Olé!”                        Nicole Gonzalez

“I want students to see the world through “Spanish eyes,” so I tie in 
popular culture during conversation practice.  I find that if I start 
talking about the popular singers, like Justin Bieber, and actors or 
the most popular film at the time, my students will start giggling 
and really want to express their opinions.  From there, I reference 
popular culture in quizzes and tests.  It takes the students’ minds 
off the idea that they need to translate thought and lets them 
express themselves naturally in Spanish.”            Kathleen Escano
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Q&A WITH KYLE MCGIMSEY

Have any exceptional experiences while teaching Latin taken you 
by surprise or increased your passion for teaching this subject?

 Some of the moments that I find most rewarding and that make 
me excited to teach are the “aha!” moments, when a student who 
has been working hard finally understands a concept or when he 
or she is able to recognize the legacy of the ancients in the modern 
world, like the fact that over 60% of English words are derived from 
Latin.  It is always great to see people who are experiencing a new 
language for the first time.

How did you become passionate about the study of Latin?
Latin was required in my middle school, so when it came time to 
choose a language in high school, Latin was the natural choice.  I 
was initially captivated by the deep and varied cultural studies that 
the language provided in history, mythology, and archaeology.  As 
I progressed through high school, I came to also love the language 
itself:  its puzzle-like challenges, the satisfaction at having “cracked 
the code” of a difficult sentence, the beauty and freedom of 
expression that only an ancient language can offer.  My love for 
the language grew through college and graduate school, and Latin 
daily finds new ways to challenge and enchant.

Why is it important to learn a World Language?  
There is nothing more interdisciplinary than the study of a 
language, especially Latin.  As Classicists, we are not only 
grammarians and linguists, but historians and archaeologists, 
anthropologists and philosophers, art historians and literary critics.  
It is difficult to separate these disciplines.

Learning a World Language forces us to open ourselves up to 
entirely new worlds and experiences that we could never have had, 
were we to remain in our comfortable English box.  By stepping 
outside our comfort zones, we become more globally-minded 
by discovering, not only new languages that may be dramatically 
different from our own, but also the cultures and contributions of 
other peoples.  Studying a World Language encourages us to be 
more introspective as well.  We must reexamine our understanding 
of our own language, strengthen our grasp of it, and in the process, 
come to appreciate its own beauty and significance.

What sets the Trinity Prep Latin program apart from other local 
schools’ programs? 

 The TPS Latin program is one of the largest programs in the state 
of Florida.  Students have the opportunity to compete at various 
local, state, and national levels throughout the year, both on and 
off campus.  Since students at Trinity Prep have the opportunity to 
start their studies of Latin as early as the 6th grade, they are able to 
explore the realm of the classics more broadly.  By the time they 
have finished 9th or 10th grade, students are already working in 
ancient texts, exploring topics that are of interest to them, and 
personalizing their studies.

How do you continue to make Latin relevant to today’s students?
The Latin language and the culture of the people who spoke it 
need little help to maintain their relevance.  Though at first it seems 
that such a field is unreachably stuck in the past, students soon 
realize that they encounter the Classics every day of their lives.  
Whether it is in the movies they watch, the books they read, or 
even the ever-present UCF Pegasus, the influence of the Classical 
cultures is inescapable.  

In an interview with Latin teacher Kyle McGimsey, readers get an inside look into the importance of the study of Latin and World Languages.  
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TRINITY PREP NAMED 2014 LAUSANNE 
LEARNING INSTITUTE SPOTLIGHT SCHOOL
Trinity Prep has been recognized as the Spotlight School for the July 
2014 conference of the Lausanne Learning Institute, an international 
think-tank for schools utilizing laptop and other digital tools in the 
classroom.  This is an impressive honor, as the 2013 conference 
boasted  over 400 attendees from 33 states, thirteen countries, and 
over 125 different schools, and out of all those, only one school is 
selected for the Spotlight honor each year.  The Spotlight School 
has its own strand of presentations and is honored during the 
conference’s opening ceremonies.  All sessions showcase 21st 
century teaching methods that use technology creatively.

At Trinity Prep, every faculty member is committed to integrating 
technology thoughtfully into the curriculum, and every classroom is 
equipped with the latest wireless and digital projection technology. 
All students in grades eight through twelve are required to have 
a laptop for use at school every day. Images, programs, and 
multimedia from both faculty and student laptops are used across 
the curriculum.

As the Spotlight School, Trinity Prep will send a group of 
administrators and teachers to Memphis to present sessions 
showcasing the innovative tools and applications that make Trinity 
Prep one of the best schools in Florida.  

SADD HOLDS ANNUAL FALL BLOOD DRIVE
The Upper School Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) 
Club sponsored a blood drive on campus on November 5.  Thanks 
to the volunteers who donated, One Blood was able to collect 
fifteen units of blood to help forty-five patients in need at our local 
hospitals and emergency rooms.
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TPS IS ORLANDO MAGAZINE’S BEST PRIVATE 9-12 SCHOOLThank you to our parents, students, alumni, and friends who voted us Best Private School, 9-12 for the second year in a row in Orlando Magazine’s Best of Orlando issue!  The article appears in the magazine’s August 2013 issue.

TPS’S 15TH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOUSE
On Saturday, September 14, 2013 a group of students joined Habitat for 
Humanity of Winter Park/Maitland for the groundbreaking of Trinity Prep’s 
15th home in Winter Park.  We look forward to many of our students 
spending time over the next school year helping to build this home.
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12,000+ POUNDS OF FOOD COLLECTED 
Trinity Prep’s annual Thanksgiving Food Drive concluded on 
November 25. Together the Upper and Middle School collected 
12,582 pounds of food and a total of 12,799 items. 

Following tradition, each advisory group created a structure out 
of the cans they collected and competed with each other for 
the most creative can sculptures. Mrs. Dowdy’s advisory won 
the Middle School competition with a space shuttle made of 
cans, and the Upper School contest was won by Mr. Krueger’s 
advisory that constructed a train. 

SENIOR INVESTITURE
Senior Investiture is a tradition that begins each school year at Trinity 
Prep.  At an all-school chapel service, each member of the senior class was 
acknowledged and made the following pledge:

We, the Class of 2014, pledge to fulfill our call to action through leadership, 
service and camaraderie. We promise to rise to the challenge and lead by 
example with passion and dedication.  With the diversity of talents and 
interests of our class, we will one day change the world.  To the fulfillment of 
these obligations, we pledge our honor.

The seniors’ role as leaders began immediately when they were paired up 
with their sixth grade little brothers and sisters.  This program celebrates the 
beginning and the conclusion of a student’s time at TPS.  For sixth graders, 
having a big brother or sister helps them feel like part of the Trinity family.  For 
seniors, it’s an opportunity to be mentors and to reflect on their own progress.

STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO NHS
On Wednesday, September 18, ninety sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors were inducted into Trinity Prep’s chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society.  The honor society recognizes excellence 
in academic achievement, character, leadership, and service. 
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FORENSICS 
TOURNAMENT RESULTS
At the 2013 National Forensic League National 
Tournament held in Birmingham, Alabama, on June 
16-21, Trinity Prep was named a Speech School of 
Excellence. TPS was one of just 20 schools to receive 
this honor, based on student performance in events 
including interpretation of literature and public address.

Forensics students traveled to Philadelphia Memorial 
Day weekend to compete in the National Catholic 
Forensics League Grand National Tournament.  TPS was 
one of just five schools nationally to win the Daniel S. 
Masterson, Jr. Award of Excellence in Forensics.  This 
award is based on the success of a school’s top entry 
in each of three categories: debate, interpretation, and 
rhetoric.

THESPIAN TROUPE SUCCESS
Thirty-four members of Trinity Prep’s Thespian Troupe participated 
in the District Three Festival at Lyman High School in November. 
Their one act play, The Crate, received a superior in both 
performance and technical ratings and was one of four plays out of 
21 selected to go to Tampa to represent District Three at the State 
Festival in March.

The students also participated in 21 individual events and received 
17 superior ratings that qualified them to move on to the State 
Level. They received third place for Most Caring Troupe, having 
raised money for Broadway Cares and Equity Fights AIDS. 

VOCAL STUDENTS PERFORM 
WITH BEN GULLEY
Members of Trinity Prep’s Middle School Choir, Vocal 
Society, and A Capella Ensemble performed with up-and-
coming American operatic tenor Ben Gulley at the Bob 
Carr Performing Arts Centre on November 23 as part of the 
Florida Voices Choir.

Art students work with live model
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Alice in Wonderland

Altar BoyzThe Crate

Visiting writer, Chris Howard (right), and the MS art 
students recreate the manmade tree from his book

VISITING WRITER 
CHRIS HOWARD
In November, Trinity Prep’s Visiting Writers 
Series welcomed Chris Howard, author of 
the new young adult sci-fi novel Rootless.  
Howard hosted a writing workshop for 
Upper School students, focusing on creative 
writing and brainstorming techniques.  He 
also worked with Middle School art classes 
to build a man-made tree like the ones built 
by the characters in his book. 

FALL THEATRE PERFORMANCES
The fall theatre productions included The Crate and Altar 
Boys, directed by Janine Papin, and the Middle School Players 
production of Alice in Wonderland, directed by Donna Walker.
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LESSONS AND CAROLS
Trinity Prep has a tradition of Lessons and Carols during the Christmas 
season.  It is an all-school chapel assembly that highlights the Christmas 
story while showcasing the musical performing arts programs, including 
chorus, strings, jazz, percussion, and band.  This year, the performance 
was concluded with a stunning performance of Christmas Eve in 
Sarajevo by the jazz and percussion group directed by Brian Beute.

Upper and Middle School 2-D arts as well as photography student work was on display at the Winter Park 
Library as part of their seventh annual “Art Happens” teen art show.  Local schools submitted pieces of art 
for judging in the show.  Out of seven awards given, three went to Trinity Prep students:

Best Oil: “Sitting Pretty” by Marissa Block
Best Photography: “Nomad Woman” by Jessica Kotnour 
 Best Printmaking and Best Middle School Entry: “Midnight in Paris” by Lena Kuhlman

 

STUDENT ARTWORK DISPLAYED AT WINTER PARK LIBRARY
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BOWLING  
Boys Varsity Girls Varsity 
16 - 4 2 - 5

CROSS COUNTRY  
Boys Varsity Girls Varsity 
State Champions 11th 

Boys Middle School Girls Middle School 
2nd 2nd 

FOOTBALL  
Varsity Middle School 
6 - 4 4 - 1- 1 

GOLF  
Boys Varsity Girls Varsity Boys JV
3 - 7 7 - 1 12 - 2

SWIMMING/DIVING  
Boys Varsity Girls Varsity 
9 - 1 10 - 1/District Champions 

VOLLEYBALL  
Varsity JV 
14 - 13 12 - 9 

MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL  
8th Grade 7th Grade 6th Grade
10 - 5 13 - 0 4 - 6GO
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SWIM AND DIVE TEAMS GO TO STATE
The Boys and Girls Varsity Swim and Dive teams finished their sea-
son in Stuart at the State Meet.  For two years in a row, both teams 
finished in the top ten.  The Boys Varsity team finished in 8th place, 
and the Girls Varsity team finished in 5th place.  Nick Reuter ’14 
broke a school record standing since 1988 in the 100 Fly, with a time 
of 51.23.  Automatic All-American status was achieved by Allie Par-
ent ‘15, Brooke Malone ‘14, Claire Maiocco ‘17, and Ellie Wood ‘14 in 
the 200 Medley Relay.  Their time of 1:45.45 set a new school record. 

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY STATE CHAMPS
Congratulations to Trinity Prep’s Boys Cross Country team and Coach 
Ken Vinal for winning the State Championship race in Tallahassee 
on November 9.  This is the fifth State Championship win for Trinity 
Prep’s Cross Country program. 

On their way to the State Championship, the team won the Region 
Championship on November 2 in Brooksville and the District 
Championship on October 24 hosted by TPS. 

The Girls Cross Country team traveled to the State Meet in 
Tallahassee as well, finishing in 11th place.  They took second place 
in the Region Meet and second place in the District Meet. 

BOWLING TEAMS COMPETE AT DISTRICTS
Both the Boys and Girls Bowling teams competed in the District 
Tournament at Aloma Bowl in Winter Park on October 29. The Boys 
Varsity team placed sixth to finish the season with a 16-4 record. The 
Girls Varsity Bowling team placed 10th in the District Tournament.

BOYS AND GIRLS VARSITY GOLF TEAMS 

SPORTS RECAP

Girls and Boys Varsity Bowling

Boys Varsity Golf

Girls Varsity Golf
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FINISH SEASON AT REGION TOURNAMENT
The Boys and Girls Varsity Golf teams finished their season in 
October at the Region Tournament. After taking third place in the 
District Tournament at North Shore Golf Club in Orlando, the boys 
advanced to the Region Tournament at Suntree Country Club in 
Melbourne, where they took fourth place.

The Girls Varsity Golf team took second place at the District 
Tournament, advancing to the Regional Tournament to finish in 
sixth place. 

VOLLEYBALL DISTRICT RUNNER-UP
The Girls Varsity Volleyball team finished their season this month at 
the Region Tournament. They defeated Montverde in the District 
Semi-Final and lost to Lake Highland in the District Final. They 
advanced to the Region Quarter Final but lost to Holy Trinity to 
finish the season with a 14-13 record.

7TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL WINS LEAGUE 
The 7th grade volleyball team completed their season by winning 
the Greater Orlando Athletic Conference tournament, defeating 
The First Academy in a thrilling league championship match. Facing 
a strong opposition the team fought back from deficit scores to 
win. On their way to the finals they defeated Lake Mary Prep and 
Orangewood in the tournament and ended the season with a per-
fect 13-0 record. For the past three years the Trinity Prep 7th grade 
teams have a record of 38 wins against 1 loss, and three consecu-
tive GOAC Championships. 

Girls Varsity Volleyball

7th Grade Volleyball

Boys Cross Country team
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HOMECOMING 2013

Cathy Brown-Butler, Paul Perkins ‘84, Ben Newman ‘85, and Christina Newman

Chris Diebel Hempsted ‘83 and 
Ashley Whittaker Johnston ‘97

Dan Bachrach ‘89 with family and Craig Maughan

Dan Iosue ‘92, Phil Arlen, Maylen Dominguez-Arlen ‘91, Andrew Asher ‘91, and Louise Sprimont ‘91

The Saints defeated Orangewood Christian 21-7 at the 
Homecoming and finished the season with a 6-4 record.
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Debbie Taylor Langdon ‘78, Liz Lowndes McIntosh ‘78, and Taylor Langdon ‘17

Jesper Knudsen ‘90, Catherine Knudsen, and Gilles Lorin ‘90 Leigh Sigman Zehnder ‘88 and children
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Homecoming king and queen Ryan Marc ‘14 and  Shanelle Rodriguez ‘14

Whit Watson ‘89, Zachary Watson ‘18, and Tracey Watson 

Mike Kovaleski ‘99 and Lindsey von Weller ‘99 

Lynn Wilbur, Ali Wilbur, and Eric Wilbur ‘03

David Lilley ‘85, Gannon Miles ‘13, and Anthony Guarino ‘05

Athletic Hall of Fame : Eric Wilbur ‘03 and John Adair ‘72
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ERIC WILBUR, CLASS OF 2003
Eric earned a total of 13 varsity letters as a member of the 
football, soccer, track, and baseball teams.   Playing multiple 
positions in football, Eric was a four-year starter.  During his 
senior year, he averaged 48 yards a punt, was 11 for 14 in field 
goal attempts, had 87 tackles, 4 interceptions, and 3 forced 
fumbles.  He was named to the All State Team as a sophomore, 
junior, and senior.  He was named the MVP for football and 
track and was also the team captain for football and soccer.  
He was a member of the US Army All American Bowl played 
in San Antonio, Texas in 2003.  As a versatile athlete, Eric was 
a four-year starter on the soccer team, two-year letterman on 
the track team, and a member of the varsity baseball team.  

Eric continued his athletic career at the University of Florida 
where he started as a punter for the Gators his freshman 
year.  He was named to the All American Team as a freshman 
and the All Academic SEC team for three straight years.  
He was a Ray Guy semi-finalist for punters in his first year 
at the University of Florida.  He currently holds the school 
records for career punting yards (9,900) and total yards in a 
single game (432).  He was a member of the 2006 National 
Championship team.  

After graduating from the University of Florida, Eric had 
try-outs in the NFL as a punter.   He finished his professional 
career in the Canadian Football League having played with 
Hamilton, Winnipeg and Toronto.  

JOHN ADAIR, CLASS OF 1972
John earned a total of 13 varsity letters as a member of the cross 
country, track and field, swimming, soccer, and baseball teams.  
John was Trinity Prep’s first State Champion in ANY sport.  He 
won individual State Championships in both cross country and 
track in 1970.  He placed first in the State Cross Country Class C 
and also placed first in the State Track Class C (one mile) in the 
spring of 1971.   In addition, he placed second in the State Track 
Class C (one mile) in the spring of 1972.  It was not unusual for 
John to compete in a track meet and participate in a swim meet 
in the same day.  When needed, John would also dive.   He was 
also a member of the 1971-72 soccer team that was ranked 4th 
in the State of Florida.  

John was named captain of the cross country and track teams.  He lettered in track, cross country, swimming, soccer, and baseball.  
He was a scholar athlete and the Valedictorian of the Class of 1972.

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
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Carlos Rosello ‘98, Melissa Yantorni Rosello ‘99, Jeanette Saiz Lukens ‘98, Brad Lukens, and 
Melinda Wimbish ‘98

Lindsey von Weller ‘99, Mike Kovaleski ‘99, and 
Ashley Whittaker Johnston ‘97

Lindsey von Weller ‘99 and Matt Hoepner ‘99

Rick Price ‘80, Melissa Woodman ‘80, and Andrew Fox ‘06

Sean Olenek ‘08 and Ted Mayberry ‘71

7TH ANNUAL WINE 
SOCIAL AT CITRUS
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Daniela Braga ‘02, Matthew Saffer, Jessica Krell Saffer ‘03

Emily Pasnak-Lapchick ‘07, Susan Speicher, and Elena Klein ‘13

Katie Tschopp ‘06 and Mary Sell ‘06

Melody Snellgrove ‘02, Susan Speicher, Kaartiga Sivanesan ‘02

Nate Seymour ‘08, Allistair Johnson ‘08, and Claudine Brown Gutt ‘97

Ken Levin, Kelly Garrett ‘00, and Anna Stern Serviansky ‘00
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On Monday, October 14, golfers gathered at the 
Country Club of Orlando for the 33rd Golden T Classic. 
Golfers enjoyed a round of four-player scramble 
followed by dinner and awards. Congratulations to our 
winning foursome, the Stinson Carpet One and Floor, 
Inc. team of Audry Stinson, Mark Stinson, Rick Astle, and 
Rick Spicer!

Proceeds from this annual event support the Thomas 
C. Dickinson, Jr. Activity Center Restricted Fund. 
Dedicated in 1983, the Center honors the memory of 
Tom Dickinson, Jr., Class of 1974. The Endowment Fund 
assures that this intensively-used facility can be properly 
maintained. 

We wish to thank our Tournament Sponsors, Wells Fargo 
and Wells Fargo Advisors, for their continued and loyal 
support.  We also thank Blue and Gold Sponsor, CPH, 
Inc, Dinner Sponsor, Lexus of Orlando, and our Hole-in-
One Sponsors, Lexus of Orlando and Massey Cadillac.  
We also thank the Dickinson family, Wayne Densch, Inc., 
DiPasqua Enterprises Subway, our prize sponsors, the 
steering committee, and all of the tee sponsors and 
golfers for their contribution to the success of the day. 33
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Bill Ruffier, Len Williams ‘74, Andrew Fox ‘06, and Thomas Williams ‘06

Cal Hay, Mary Lynn Kranze, Dave Pearson, and Tina Regan

John Giaimo, Bruce Barnett, John Riley, and Joe Raymond

Tee Persad, Dave Pierce, John Barnecott, and Dan Gavin
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Chris Rhoden, David Lilley ‘85, Jay Wettach ‘84, and Scott Uricchio ‘83George Arellano, Valerie McDonald, Laurie Spencer, and Jim Elliott

Headmaster Craig Maughan

Members of the winning team, Rick Spicer and Rick Astle

Sean Olenek ‘08, John Pinel, Joe Rossi, and Anis Khalaf

Wally Phillips, Paul Perkins ‘84, Mark Phillips ‘85, and Rob Godwin ‘85

The Most Fun Award goes  to 
Allison Muller Chambers ‘77, 
Graham Dickinson ‘86, 
Jim Madison ‘77, and 
Allison Dickinson ‘77
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Casey Brown ‘10, Kaley Deal ‘11, and Andrew Block ‘11Erin Sole ‘13, Kiley Rossetter ‘13, and Christine Monir ‘13

Evan Anderson ‘10 and Nicole Gonzalez

Olivia van den Berg ‘12 and Sue Speicher

Sam Hardgrove ‘13, Max Harlynking ‘13, and Craig Maughan
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ALUMNI CABARET
Trinity Prep Drama Club 6th Annual Alumni 
Cabaret. January 5 in the Auditorium. 
Kathryn Kilger ‘12, Riley Suter ‘12, 
Hunter Brown ‘12 , Patrick Nugent, 
Austin Sultzbach ‘13, and Meghan Brown ‘09.

Erin Sole ‘13, Max Harlynking ‘13, Kiley Rossetter ‘13, Christine Monir ‘13, 
and Rick Hord ‘13

Joe Monir ‘10 and Geoffrey Block ‘10
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Class Notes

1974
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 40th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

Doug Doudney published	a	Florida	History	novel	titled	Try and 
Try Again.	It	features	real	people	and	the	real	history	of	Florida	
but	is	told	in	novel	form	in	order	to	grab	the	imagination	of	
readers	with	only	a	casual	interest	in	Florida	history.	

1977
David-Mark Sutton has	been	called	to	serve	as	a	lay	minister	to	
the	homeless	and	forgotten	living	in	Central	Florida.		He	founded	
a	faith-based,	non-profit	charity	in	August	2013	called	GOD’s	
Homeless	Works	International	(GHWI),	based	in	Orange	County.	
 

1979
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 35th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

1981
Dorothy Swann McAuliffe	became	Virginia’s	First	Lady	when	
her	husband	Terry	McAuliffe	was	elected	to	serve	as	the	72nd	
governor	of	the	Commonwealth	of	Virginia.

1984
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 30th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

Casey Cooper,	London-based	Covington	&	Burling	law	partner,	
former	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	official,	and	member	of	
President	Barack	Obama’s	2008	transition	team,	was	nominated	
to	serve	on	Washington	D.C.’s	federal	district	court.

1989
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 25th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

1994
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 20th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

1997
Anika Alarakhia	recently	opened	her	own	rheumatology	
practice	in	Orlando.		Her	focus	is	on	the	diagnosis	and	
treatment	of	musculoskeletal	and	autoimmune	diseases,	
including	osteoarthritis,	rheumatoid	arthritis,	psoriatic	arthritis,	
osteoporosis,	gout,	lupus,	vasculitis,	and	inflammatory	muscle	
diseases,	among	many	other	rheumatologic	disorders.		Anika	
is	thrilled	to	be	in	the	same	city	as	her	father,	brother	(Karim	
Alarakhia	‘00),	and	sister-in-law,	all	of	whom	are	local	physicians.		

1998
Samantha Garrett (B.S.	’02,	M.S.	’05),	Senior	Child	Life	Specialist	
for	Nemours	Children’s	Hospital,	was	elected	to	the	Florida	State	
University	(FSU)	Alumni	Association	National	Board	of	Directors	
for	the	2013-2014	term.		

Robert I. MacCuspie, Ph.D.,	a	research	chemist	at	the	National	
Institute	of	Standards	and	Technology,	has	been	named	the	
first	faculty	member	at	Florida	Polytechnic	Institute,	the	newest	
member	of	the	Florida	State	University	System.	He	has	more	
than	seven	years	of	experience	working	in	government	national	
labs	and	has	held	research	positions	at	the	Air	Force	Research	
Laboratory	and	at	the	U.S.	Food	and	Drug	Administration.		Rob,	
his	wife,	Heather,	and	three	year	old	son,	Ian,	are	happy	to	be	
back	in	Florida.	

Jill Weader O’Brien	and	Steve	O’Brien	were	married	on	Sept.	3,	
2012,	in	Sonoma,	California.		In	attendance	were	Erin Pearson 
’00 and Susie Van der Veer Parrish ‘98.		Trinity	Prep	parent,	Hon.	
Anne	Conway,	mother	of	Carolyn	and	Nell	Robinson,	officiated.		
Jill	and	Steve	live	in	Berkeley,	California.		Jill	is	a	deputy	attorney	
general	for	the	State	of	California,	working	in	civil	correctional	
law.		Steve	makes	custom	cabinets	and	furniture	in	San	Francisco.

1999
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 15th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

2000
Angela Blakey Young	is	a	clinical	unit	educator	for	the	Trauma	
ICU	at	Orlando	Regional	Medical	Center.	Her	abstract,	“MRI	as	a	
Prognostic	Indicator	for	Severe	Electrical	Injury,”	was	accepted	
for	poster	presentation	at	the	annual	Southern	Region	Burn	
Conference.		This	past	summer,	she	assisted	a	UCF	nursing	
professor	with	historical	research	and	is	co-author	of	the	paper	
expected	to	be	published	through	the	American	Association	
for	the	History	of	Nursing.		This	coming	January,	Angela	will	
begin	her	Doctorate	of	Nursing	Practice	(DNP)	program	at	the	

Katie Seymour with Thomasina Williams ‘75 during a campus visit
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Carina Luisa Gerscovich	is	a	financial	advisor	for	Edward	
Jones	in	Charleston,	South	Carolina.

Katie Rinaldi works	full-time	as	a	stage	manager	in	
the	entertainment	department	at	Busch	Gardens;	on	
the	side,	she	trains	her	Arabian	horse	Prince	to	jump.	
Throughout	her	Trinity	Prep	years,	Katie	was	dedicated	
to	theater	and	horses,	and	her	passion	and	dedication	
have	stayed	strong	to	both	worlds.	

2005
Katie Engel	was	engaged	to	Chris	Hardwick	on	May	18	
via	a	gigantic	printed	sign,	a	year	after	meeting	at	a	
Mensa	gathering	in	Orlando.	They	recently	moved	to	
Katie’s	home	region,	Hampton	Roads,	Virginia.	Katie	
volunteers	at	an	elementary	school	and	at	the	Virginia	
Living	Museum.	Chris	is	a	software	tester	at	Northrop	
Grumman	and	a	YouTube-renowned	Rubik’s	cube	
enthusiast.	They	are	planning	a	May	2014	wedding.

2006
Samantha Burmeister	was	named	as	Wilson	College’s	first	
full-time	Sports	Information	Director.	

Christina Rinaldi,	daughter	of	Trinity	Prep	Fine	Arts	Chair	Janine	
Papin,	married	Rob	Purkiss	on	October	11,	2013	at	The	First	
Congregational	Church	of	Winter	Park.		Trinity	Prep	Alums	
Katie Rinaldi ‘04, Katie Tschopp ‘06, Anne Sandefur ‘04, Sadie 
Stafford ‘06, and James Rinaldi ’06	were	in	the	wedding	party.		
Christina	and	Rob	met	when	Christina	accompanied	the	TPS	
theatre	students	on	their	trip	to	England	and	Scotland	in	2012.	
Janine	Papin	says,	“I	am	happy	to	have	a	living,	breathing	British	
souvenir	from	their	time	in	the	U.K.”	

University	of	South	Alabama.		She	and	her	husband	Matthew	are	
celebrating	their	10th	wedding	anniversary	in	April	2014	with	
their	children,	Ashlyn	(6)	and	Elijah	(3).

Daniel A. Gerscovich	and	Melissa	K.	Garner	were	married	on	
September	1,	2013	at	Lowndes	Grove	Plantation	in	Charleston,	
South	Carolina.		Daniel	is	in	his	third	year	of	residency	in	
orthopedic	surgery	at	the	George	Washington	University	Medical	
Center	in	Washington,	D.C.,	and	Missy	is	a	Senior	Media	Planner	
with	AARP.

Kristen Malkus and	James	Hipolit	were	married	on	April	13,	
2013	in	Aruba.		Kristen	is	a	biology	professor	at	the	University	of	
Pennsylvania,	and	James	is	an	attorney	at	the	Philadelphia	law	
firm	Dechert,	LLP.
 

2003
Ashley E. Hurt and	Raymond	Sweeney	were	married	on	
November	3,	2012,	in	Winter	Park,	Florida.	The	couple	met	
during	their	sophomore	year	at	Washington	and	Lee	University	in	
Lexington,	Virginia.	They	reside	in	Durham,	North	Carolina,	where	
Ashley	is	a	physician	assistant	at	the	Durham	VA	Medical	Center.	
Ray	is	a	structural	engineer	for	Skidmore,	Owings,	and	Merrill.

Justin T. Marshall,	an	associate	with	the	law	firm	GrayRobinson,	
successfully	defended	a	home	health	agency	during	a	jury	trial	
in	Palm	Beach	County	alongside	fellow	alumnus	Ben Newman 
’85.		Justin	focuses	his	practice	on	litigation	with	an	emphasis	in	
medical	malpractice	defense,	property	insurance	defense,	and	
complex	commercial	disputes.

2004
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 10th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

Katie Rinaldi ‘04

Katie Engel ‘05
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Jill Weader O’Brien ‘98 and Steve O’Brien

Daniel A. Gerscovich ‘02 and Melissa K. Garner 

Kristen Malkus ‘02 and James Hipolit

WE ARE PLEASED 

TO ANNOUNCE . . .

Ashley E. Hurt ’03 and Raymond Sweeney

Christine Rinaldi ‘06 and Rob Purkiss

James Everett ‘09 and  Allison Lane
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What was your favorite part of the Trinity Prep  experience?
Too many people underestimate the importance of the arts, and I’m 
so grateful to have attended a school where they were a priority. Arts 
were never an afterthought at Trinity. They were seen as integral to 
the development of vital creative skills like entrepreneurship and 
critical thinking. A great example: in 8th grade science, we created 
homemade musical instruments during our study of sound and 
energy. We even wrote and performed songs with them.

Do you have any favorite memories from Trinity Prep? 
My freshman year Vocal Society trip, when we went to New York. I 
saw my first Broadway show: Aida with Heather Headley.
Doing Grease my senior year with a number of other seniors. It was 
the perfect way to cap off my Trinity experience.

Favorite classes?
Mr. Malles’s photography classes were my favorite. They’re the 
reason my first book was named Darkroom, after the darkroom 
that was on campus when I was a student. Digital photography 
was already dominant when I graduated, but I’m grateful to have 
had the chance to develop negatives and prints by hand.

I loved my musical theater class with Ms. Papin, of course, and fell 
in love with chemistry and economics, which were surprises. It’s 
good for writers to find magic in subjects outside of the arts. You 
have to be able to pull material and inspiration from every discipline.

I’ve always been a terrible daydreamer (it’s a poet thing, I think), and 
I’m still grateful for the patience of my Trinity teachers.

Was there anything that you learned at Trinity that helped prepare 
you for your poetry career today?

From a poetry writing standpoint: Every English class I took offered 
creative writing opportunities. We created our own versions of 
Carl Sandburg’s “Chicago” for Mrs. Parker and The Canterbury Tales 
for Mr. Rhoads, and wrote autobiographical essays in Dr. Dryden’s 
class as a response to Angela’s Ashes. I also wrote my first “book” of 
poetry in a publishing class taught by Mrs. Jones. Academic essays 
are essential, but open-ended creative assignments really give the 
brain a good stretch. They offer just enough structure to keep the 
assignment from derailing, but the freedom to cause the right 
amount of creative panic. They were so rewarding for me.

From an editing standpoint: I don’t know if I would be an editor 
today if I hadn’t been a member of the Trinity yearbook staff. I 
learned so many valuable skills that year: what it means to have an 
editorial eye, how to make a layout functional and beautiful, and 
how to do it all within a tight production timeline.

Did you always want to write? 
I always wanted to be a writer, but I also had dreams of doing 
musical theater. There’s some overlap there: poetry is about 
performance. You inhabit characters; you have to think about music 
and phrasing. You have to tell a story with your voice.

I went to college (Washington University in St. Louis) to study 
graphic design, actually, but my first semester of freshman 

composition included a “poetry week”: 
reading, writing, discussing. I found 
myself doing my poetry assignments 
first so that I could postpone my art 
school homework. That was a lightbulb 
moment. I switched majors and never 
looked back. 

What has been the most difficult part of 
your career thus far? 

Having a successful career in the arts is 
as much about luck as it is about talent. 
To know that hard work only gets you 
partway there is frustrating. You have to 
learn to be patient, to be good to people, 
and to develop an entrepreneurial spirit 
so that you can create opportunities 
where there aren’t any.

Describe your job as editor for the Best 
New Poets series for the University of 
Virginia Press. 

I became the series editor of Best New 
Poets in 2011. Best New Poets is an annual 
anthology that celebrates emerging 
poets who have yet to publish a full-
length collection. It also provides special 
recognition to the writing programs 
and literary journals that support those 
poets. 

As the series editor, I select the guest editor (previous guest editors 
include writers D.A. Powell, Claudia Emerson, Mark Strand, and 
current U.S. Poet Laureate Natasha Trethewey,) run the contest, work 
with designers on the cover art, typeset and copyedit the book, and 
handle public relations and marketing efforts, including advertising, 
social media, and events. 

I’m crazy about the project. I have the chance to work with a guest 
editor I admire every year, I meet wild and brilliant emerging poets, 
and at the end of the year I have another beautiful book to add to 
my shelf. It’s an honor.

 What is some advice you can give to the Trinity Prep reader trying 
to pursue a career in the arts? 

Embrace rejection. It’s inevitable, but it’s also good for you. It pushes 
you to work harder. When I started submitting work for publication, 
I pinned every rejection notice to a cork board. It’s a way to remind 
yourself that you’re putting your work out into the world, and that 
you’re getting better every day.

And absorb everything. If you’re a writer, read everything you can. 
Learn what you like and what you don’t like. Imitate the things you 
love to gain a deeper understanding of how they work. Once you’ve 
unpacked them, you can take what you’ve learned and begin to 
shape your own voice.

Trinity Prep alumna Jazzy Danziger has definitely added a lot of reasons to be proud on the Trinity Prep campus. With the 
publication of her poetry anthology, Darkroom, and its major accomplishment of winning the 2012 Brittingham Prize in Poetry, 
she is a world-class example of the relevance of the humanities in today’s world and all the good that can come from them. 

Jazzy Danziger ‘03 
by Gillian Perkins ‘14
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James Rinaldi continues	to	work	as	a	part-time	performer	for	
Walt	Disney	World	in	addition	to	his	full	time	work	at	Lockheed	
Martin	as	an	engineer.	Recently	he	appeared	in	the	Disney	shows	
Disney Channel Rocks, Festival of the Lion King, and Totally 
Tomorrowland Christmas at	the	Magic	Kingdom.	

2008
Emily DeCiccio	is	currently	an	anchor	producer	for	Jansing	&	Co.	
and	Weekends	with	Alex	Witt	on	MSNBC.	In	the	photo	above	
Emily	is	standing	with	Joanna	Coles,	Cosmopolitan’s	editor-
in-chief,	who	came	to	MSNBC’s	studios	to	discuss	the	role	of	
women	in	leadership	positions.	

Andrew Everett received	the	prestigious	Howard	Hughes	Medical	
Institute’s	Medical	Fellows	award,	which	funded	a	summer	of	
research	at	Rockefeller	University	in	New	York	City.	While	there,	
he	investigated	apoptosis	and	cancer	in	fruit	flies	and	presented	
his	work	at	the	regional	conference	in	Boston.	He	is	continuing	
in	his	second	year	at	Dartmouth	Medical	School,	which	was	
recently	renamed	after	his	childhood	hero,	Dr.	Seuss.

2009
Don’t forget to save the dates April 25-26, 2014 for your 5th 
Celebration and Reunion Weekend at Trinity Prep.  

James Everett and	Allison	Lane	were	married	on	July	13,	2013	
at	the	Country	Club	of	Orlando.	The	two	reside	in	Palo	Alto,	
California,	where	James	is	completing	a	degree	at	Stanford	
University.	

Lacey Harris-Coble moved	to	Tanzania	after	graduating	from	
Columbia	University	with	a	degree	in	environmental	biology.	She	
is	spending	the	next	year	as	a	project	coordinator	for	a	non-profit	
called	2Seeds,	which	does	agricultural	development	projects	in	
Tanzania.	Information	can	be	found	at	www.2seeds.org.

James Rinaldi ‘06 Emily DeCiccio ‘08

Andrew Everett ‘08
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Melissa White earned	her	bachelor’s	degree	in	bio-medical	
engineering	from	the	University	of	Miami	and	this	past	August	
received	a	master’s	degree	in	engineering	from	Notre	Dame.	
Currently,	she	is	a	staff	consultant	with	Cumberland	Consulting	
Group	based	in	Nashville,	Tennessee.

Jonathan Yergler	graduated	from	Princeton	University	in	June	
with	a	BA	in	psychology.		At	graduation	Jonathan	was	elected	
to	membership	in	Sigma Xi Society	and	awarded	the	William	
Winston	Roper	Trophy,	the	highest	honor	given	by	Princeton	to	
a	male	athlete	demonstrating	high	scholastic	rank,	outstanding	
qualities	of	sportsmanship,	and	proficiency	in	athletics.		Through	
his	fencing	at	Princeton,	Jonathan	also	was	a	four-time	All-
American,	three-time	All-Ivy,	three-time	Academic	All-Ivy	and	
an	Academic	All	American.		He	was	the	NCAA	Individual	Epee	
National	Champion	and	two-time	NCAA	National	Individual	Silver	
Medalist;	he	captained	the	NCAA	National	Championship	Fencing	
Team	in	2013.		Jonathan	plans	to	work	and	live	in	New	York	for	a	
few	years	before	returning	to	college	for	his	master’s	degree.	

2011
Chelsie Holler	wrote	and	directed	a	film	called	Kamy	that	was	
presented in the 22nd	Annual	Brouhaha	Film	and	Video	Showcase	
at	the	Enzian	Theater	in	Maitland,	Florida.		

2012
Grant Reynolds competed	for	Bucknell	University	in	the	Men’s	
Track	&	Field	Patriot	League	Championships	on	May	4	and	was	
named	to	the	Patriot	League	Academic	Honor	Roll.

2013
Skylar Rizzo,	along	with	Gillian Perkins ‘14	and	former	Associate	
Director	of	Admission	Katie Seymour,	was	a	part	of	a	six-member	
teaching	team	in	the	Dominican	Republic	this	past	summer.		They	
taught	English,	grammar,	writing,	reading,	and	conversation	as	
well	as	SAT	preparation.	

Jill Shuster ‘10, Andrea Hazday ‘10, Jackie Witt ‘10, Jamie Pittle ‘10, Geoffrey Block ‘10. 
and Madison Geery ‘10 having dinner in New York City.

Brooke Katynski ‘06 and Lauren Lugasi ’12 recreate a big/little sister picture 
from their Trinity Prep days. 

Skylar Rizzo ‘13 and Gillian Perkins ‘14
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FACULTY NEWS
VANESSA SPALLONE presented a workshop on using technology to improve 
fluency in world languages at the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Annual Convention and World Languages Expo in 
Orlando this November.  Hervé LeGuilloux also gave a presentation called “The 
Ten Commandments of Oral Proficiency.”  The session focused on developing 
conversational foreign language proficiency, with a short-term goal of preparing 
students for the new AP exam. The ACTFL is an international event where World 
Language colleagues from across the country meet and exchange best practices.

WILLIAM H. BAKER, TPS faculty member and administrator 
from 1971 through 1979, went on to teach English on the 
junior college level until his retirement when he returned to his 
hometown of Houston, Texas.  He now teaches bridge and says, 
“Once a teacher, always a teacher.”

IRINA ASHCRAFT was the cover artist for 
the fall 2013 issue of FL Art Magazine.

DAWN FERGUSON worked this summer with a 
local author, Judy Bates, to create the front and back 
cover art for Bates’s book, This Old House. 

Last fall, JANINE PAPIN appeared as the Mother Superior, 
Sister Mary Regina, in the Theatreworks Florida production 
of Nunsense at the Garden Theatre.  She was nominated for 

Best Actress in a Musical for her work through Broadway 
World Orlando.  Next spring, Janine will appear at the 

Garden Theatre again in the play 33 Variations by Moisés 
Kaufman, produced by Beth Marshall Presents.
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When the new mascot’s name was announced at the final fall pep rally in 
October, a victorious roar erupted from the audience. 

Students proclaimed the name of the inaugurated legend, Bosco. With 
a winning football record and an emerging student drumline, a cheer 
squad and colorful pep rallies, only a mascot was needed to bolster 
student enthusiasm. 

Bosco is not our school’s first mascot. In fact, for many years, Trinity Prep 
was represented by Nutty the Elephant. However, Nutty was discarded by 
the administration, citing a lack of connection to our school’s history, loss 
of student interest, and the deteriorating state of the elephant costume.

After years of mascot vacancy, the administration took the initiative to 
revive the tradition. However, this time the school is represented by a 
character far more relevant: Bosco, a knight and a saint.

Bosco’s costume was designed and produced by Mark Manisso, CEO of 
Forte Creates, with input from students and administration.  The school 
wanted to create a figure that was not only appealing but  was also an 
adequate representation of the student body. Thus, out of this popular 
demand, Bosco was born.

“We wanted to create a lovable yet fierce character that would rally 
support for our teams and be a playful fan.  We also wanted a character 
that could be an ambassador for the school at events and performances,” 
said Director of Development Carolyn Wisniewski, one of the leading 
figures in Bosco’s creation.

However, Bosco’s character has more significance than just being a rallier 
of school spirit. He was named after St. John Bosco, the patron saint of 
education.

Despite all the compelling eccentricities of the friendly saint, this new 
personage is surrounded with a thick cloud of mystery. Every student 
on campus wonders the very same simple question: who is wearing the 
Bosco costume?

As in other schools and universities, the identity of the “Student behind 
the Saint” is a closely guarded secret. This strategy allows people to focus 
on the character of the mascot, not the person inside.  In reality, anybody 
can be Bosco, which is perhaps the most important aspect of our new 
mascot.  There are currently several students who perform as the mascot, 
and the administration is accepting applications. By making Bosco a fluid 
role, which can be played by a different student at each occasion, the 
administration and student body established the perfect ambassador for 
our entire school.

BOSCO DRUMS UP SAINT SPIRIT 
by Oliver Trapp ‘ 16
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JEANNE M. BROKAW
August 12, 1923 - November 23, 2013

Jeanne Brokaw died peacefully Saturday, November 23, 2013, surrounded by her family. She was born on August 12, 1923 in Little Rock, 
Arkansas to Elsie and C.J. McBee. Jeanne was raised in Wichita, Kansas, where she met and later married The Reverend Ronald G. Brokaw 
at St. James Episcopal Church in 1959. They moved to Emporia, Kansas where Fr. Brokaw was Rector at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church. In 
1968 they moved to Orlando to help start Trinity Preparatory School in Winter Park. Jeanne received her M.A. from UCF and then spent 
20 years at Cheney Elementary School as a kindergarten teacher. She was a member of the Cathedral Church of St. Luke and served as 
director of the altar guild for fifteen years. For 26 years Jeanne and Fr. Brokaw were active in the Diocese of Central Florida’s companion 
relationship with the Diocese of Honduras. Jeanne was a vital part of the lifelong ministry of Father Brokaw. The Brokaws recently moved 
to St. Petersburg to be closer to family. She is survived by her husband of 54 years, Ronald; son Lee, son Paul (Margaret); sister Mary 
Elizabeth Kuhlmann (Joseph); three grandchildren Lynley Ritchie (Rob), Kathryn Brokaw, and Jeanne Munthesen, great-grandchildren 
Darian Brokaw and Mathilda Munthesen; and the Brokaws’ Guatemalan exchange student Antonio (Mary) Bauer.

WE REMEMBER

DAVID G. ERDMANN, FORMER TRUSTEE
March 3, 1944 - October 7, 2013

David G. Erdmann died accidentally on October 7 while pursuing his 
passion, fly fishing, on his favorite pond in Winter Park. He was 69 years 
old and for the past 29 years served as Dean of Admission and Enrollment 
at Rollins College. Born in Cranford, NJ, he graduated from Colby College 
and held advanced degrees from Brown University and SUNY Albany. 
In a career spanning more than 45 years, he served as a teacher and 
administrator at Trinity Pawling School, Albany Academy, and Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute before joining Rollins College. He was a mentor 
to countless students and parents. An assiduous administrator, he took 
great pride in his staff and their collective ability to meet or exceed 
Rollins’ admissions goals year after year in an increasingly competitive 
environment. He was a loving husband to his wife of 48 years, Sue, and 
proud father of daughter Lindsay, a Rollins graduate. 

BROOK REICHEL ‘93
March 30, 1975 -  November 22, 2013
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