
 

Senior College Counseling at Trinity Prep 

"Imagine a world in which the college admission process itself would be admired, rather than ridiculed or gamed by 
students, parents, and the broader society - a process that exemplifies the highest ideals of education and inspires 
students to flourish more than it encourages students to become cynical." 
 
*Source: The Education Conservancy (www.educationconservancy.org) 

Studenthood and Discovering College Applications 

After spending the past three years preparing for this moment, it has finally arrived with all the anticipated 

excitement and anxiety.  The counseling projects of self-discovery, goal-setting, study strategies, exploring 

extracurricular activities, researching and discovering appropriate colleges have been a good preparation for the 

last few steps in the college selection/ application process.  Now the time has come to actually apply to colleges 

and wait for the anticipated positive decisions. 

Where should students be in the college process at the beginning of senior year? 

Senior Day, a special program on the first day of school, jumpstarts the fall application process for TPS 

seniors.  We "meet" each senior at his or her current point in the process, and as a team we proceed from 

there.  The Senior Day program provides the TPS college counselors with time to meet with their seniors in small 

groups to discuss application procedures and the required Naviance/Family Connection surveys and other forms. 

A careful review of each senior's college file as well as individual meetings with seniors -- both at the start of the 

school year -- is part of the process a counselor uses to estimate if each student is on track.  Seniors should 

submit a list of 6 to 9 colleges in which they have strong interest; this list needs to cover the categories of safety, 

competitive, and reach schools introduced in the junior year.  For seniors who are behind in the process, individual 

and/or family conferences will be arranged.  Counselors will also review each senior's academic schedule and 

standardized test record, and suggestions for improvement - if needed - will be made by the counselor.   

Additionally, students should do the following: 

 continue to be involved in volunteer work and extracurricular activities, 

 research college applications on the internet and begin their completion, 

 attend college information sessions held by college representatives, make plans to visit colleges. 
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How to prepare and file applications  

"Love your safety. Don't apply to a college you're not willing to attend." 

The TPS College Counselors  

 

During one of the more competitive periods in college 

admission history, it is important to know and do 

everything-right down to the smallest detail-when 

preparing college applications.  Seniors should carefully 

follow all directions or procedures for completing online 

applications. They should also pay special attention to 

application deadlines and to procedures for paying fees 

since late applications or applications without fee 

payments aren't considered in the process. 

At the beginning of the year, seniors update their résumés, confirm/follow up on their teacher recommendation 

requests (made during the junior year), finalize essays, and, if applicable, complete portfolios.  A signed transcript 

release form (with parent and student signatures) is due to the College Counseling Office in August; school 

records can't be sent until this is on file. 

Counselors will review a draft of each counselee's first application and proof the final copy.  Naturally, we are 

happy to review every application as well.  We also look forward to providing advice on application essays.   

Application timetables can be confusing at times.  We encourage applying in September to public universities and 

to private universities/colleges with rolling admission processes, and to all others two weeks before their 

deadlines. 

Ready to Apply!   

Early in the fall you will meet individually with your college counselor to discuss your college list (Thinking About 

Colleges Form and your online Naviance list), to initiate your application process, to agree on a timetable for your 

applications, and to research/get answers to questions you may have. Remember that some college application 

paperwork and online forms (Common App electronic waiver) will have been completed as part of the small group 

Senior Day Activities. Program highlights will also include the sharing of informative handouts on the Common 

Application, Florida Public Universities, and financial aid/scholarships. Make sure that you share these with your 

parents! 

Subsequent meetings with your counselor will center on the various components of your college applications, your 

college essays and short answer responses, and any questions you may have about a college's process.  Your 

college counselor wants to review your applications BEFORE you submit them. 

If you are considering changes to the Naviance college list you initially discuss with your TPS College Counselor, 

schedule a meeting with your counselor for this important conversation and to discuss the submission of TPS 

documents to support any new applications. 

All of these meetings and activities will allow your TPS College Counselor to provide you with expert guidance and 

support in this important process. 

= 



Account and Application Suggestion: Be sure to keep your user names and passwords for your application 

accounts in a safe place.  In addition to posting them on your Naviance Journal, email them to yourself.  Be sure to 

download and save a copy of each application before submitting it; print a hard copy for your records. 

Paying for college  

"Don't eliminate any college because of costs before  

receiving financial assistance information!" 

The TPS College Counselors  

For most students/families paying for college can be 

more difficult and stressful than the actual college 

search, selection, and acceptance processes.  Students 

needing financial aid should immediately begin searching 

for merit assistance at the start of school.  Merit 

scholarship (non-need based aid) information is available 

through our weekly Senior Edline Emails.  Check a 

college's financial aid/scholarship links for the most 

current information, and contact colleges directly with your questions.  

Two useful websites are www.fastweb.com and www.collegeboard.com.   All need-based applicants need to 

complete an online FAFSA form (www.fafsa.com); some applicants will also need to complete a CSS 

Profile.  Check with your counselor.  

We also encouarge EVERY senior to complete the Florida financial aid application to qualify for Bright Futures 

awards. 

The acceptance process 

"Take time to enjoy the college process and relish your acceptances!" 

The TPS College Counselors 

The first question students usually ask is:  "When will I learn of my admission decision?"  The answer is fairly 

simple. 

 Schools with rolling admission notify applicants in about six weeks from receipt of all required documents. 

 Schools with early decision notify applicants around December 15. 

 Schools with regular decision notify applicants around late March to early April. 

A second question is "How do I make up my mind if I have several offers?".  Our suggestion is to talk with as many 

students as possible who are now attending those schools.  Make another visit to those schools even if you have 

visited previously.  Plan your freshman schedule at each college to see if it is what you really want.  Also, talk with 

your counselor and parents as well as alumni of these colleges. 

Once you have reached a decision, you will deposit at ONLY ONE COLLEGE.  

Additionally, follow these steps: 

 Notify the college and send in the required fee before the deadline. 

 Inform your college counselor of your decision. 

 Contact the colleges (via email) you will not be attending and thank them for their consideration. 

http://www.fafsa.com/


 Complete the online TPS Graduation Survey (on Naviance) to request your final transcript be submitted to 

the college you will be attending. 

 Thank all who have helped you. 

Senioritis 

"Senioritis is an "illness" known to hit seniors during their last semester of high school.  This dreaded disease is 

highly infectious and difficult to control.  It drives parents, teachers, and counselors wild. Unfortunately, there is no 

known cure."  

The TPS College Counselors 

Seniors don't believe that colleges check on their grades after an acceptance is received.   ATTENTION SENIORS 

- THEY DO.  

For some, a final decision of acceptance or rejection may wait until the end of the first grading period of the 

second semester or even for year-end grades.  Every senior should read the "fine" print on his or her college 

acceptance letter:  "Your acceptance is contingent on successful completion of the senior year."  Note this letter 

from the University of Florida: "Your final transcript has been received and evaluated.  Unfortunately, your 

classroom performance for the courses listed does not meet the standard for final admission to the University of 

Florida.  Therefore, it has become necessary to change the status of your admission to ‘probationary' for the term 

you will enter.  The dropping of any course or withdrawal from the university will be regarded as a violation of your 

probation and will result in immediate suspension."  Seniors should finish the year with the same commitment as 

shown in their previous years at Trinity Prep. 

Congratulations on having a great year! 

"Be sure to attend your college's orientation program." 

The TPS College Counselors 

Keep in mind that proper study habits, motivation, sound decision making and commitment will lead to a satisfying 

and successful college experience. 

Source: 

*"College Admissions: What Are Students Learning?." The Education Conservancy, 30 April 2008 

<http://www.educationconservancy,org/research.html 

If you need more information, contact your counselor!    

Dr. Stephanie Dryden at drydens@trinityprep.org or 321.282.2563 

Mr. Lester Johnson at johnsonl@trinityprep.org or 321.282.2575 

Ms. Daphne Olsen at olsend@trinityprep.org or 321.282.2549 
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Senior College Counseling Calendar 

Summer 

•Visit colleges if time allows; you may be able to schedule an interview during your visit.  

•Narrow your college list to 6-9 serious options 

•Continue your college research, access applications, and make sure to investigate scholarships and financial 

aid information 

•Review the unofficial transcript mailed home during July and return the enclosed transcript release form (with 

parent and student signatures) to College Counseling Office 

•Consider the need to schedule fall standardized testing (SAT, SAT Subject Tests, ACT Plus Writing) and register 

for the September ACT Plus Writing (if appropriate). 

August 

•Senior Day activities on the first day of school include turning in your signed Transcript Release, your completed 

and signed Thinking About College Applications list, and your updated resume. 

•Complete your Naviance surveys (Thinking II, Thinking III, and Teacher Narrative Questions). 

•Establish your various college application accounts on college websites and on the Common Application website, 

and begin completing those applications and writing any required college essays. 

•Confirm teacher recommendation requests and provide any required materials (updated resume, answers to 

Teacher Rec Narrative questions, college list). 

•Check the Naviance College Visits list of upcoming meetings at TPS, make plans to attend meetings of colleges 

where you will complete applications, and sign up for those meetings through your Naviance account. 

•Arrange to meet with your college counselor to discuss your college application process, to build your Naviance 

College List, and to receive input on your applications and your college essays. 

•If you are taking the September ACT Plus Writing, make sure your registration is completed by the deadline. 

•Share Senior Day handouts with your parents (Financial Aid/Scholarships, Bright Futures, Florida Public 

Universities, Interview Tips, and Common Application). 

September 

•Attend meetings with college representatives on campus and continue to check the Naviance College Visits list and 

sign up for meetings of interest. Note: The College Visit cycle concludes in December. 

•Take part in the Public University Lunch Workshop (focus: updated information in-state and out-of-state 

applications and counselor suggestions). 



•Complete applications for Florida public universities, out-of-state public universities, and any colleges/universities 

with rolling processes this month. Submit these applications AFTER your college counselor has reviewed them. 

•Meet with your college counselor to review your applications and college essays. 

•Seek additional input on your essays from your parents, your English teacher, and peer editors you trust. 

•National Merit Semifinalists and National Merit Commended students announced this month.  

•Take the ACT Plus Writing exam if applicable and register for any fall SAT(s) or ACT Plus Writing tests. 

October 

•Attend meetings with college representatives on campus, and continue to check the Naviance College Visits list 

and sign up for meetings of interest. Note: The College Visit cycle concludes in December. 

•Continue polishing and completing your college applications; meet with your college counselor to review your 

apps and your essays.  Seek additional input on your essays from your parents, your English teacher, and peer 

editors you trust. 

•Remember that you must submit at least one completed, reviewed college admissions application by November 1st. 

Consult your counselor if you need help to meet this deadline. 

•Take SAT test(s) and/or the ACT Plus Writing exam if applicable. 

•Attend Trinity Prep College Night 

•Attend the NACAC College Fair on the UCF campus.  

•Access and begin completing the CSS Profile on the College Board website, used by some colleges to distribute 

nonfederal financial aid. 

November 

•November 1 submission deadline for a completed, reviewed college application (for any seniors who have not 

completed an application by this date) 

•Continue polishing and completing your college applications; meet with your college counselor to review your 

apps and your essays.  Seek additional input on your essays from your parents, your English teacher, and peer 

editors you trust. 

•Attend meetings with college representatives on campus and continue to check the Naviance College Visits list and 

sign up for meetings of interest. Note: The College Visit cycle concludes in December. 

•You should be determining your FINAL Naviance College List with your college counselor and arranging with 

him/her for submission of the TPS school documents that support your applications. 

•Take SAT test(s) if applicable. 

•Attend the US Career Assembly: Learning About careers. 

December 



•Early December submission deadline for completed/reviewed applications with January 1-10 due dates; TPS 

school support documents must be submitted prior to Winter Break.  

•Continue polishing and completing your college applications; meet with your college counselor to review your 

apps and your essays.  Seek additional input on your essays from your parents, your English teacher, and peer 

editors you trust. 

•Attend meetings with college representatives on campus and continue to check the Naviance College Visits list and 

sign up for meetings of interest.  Note: The College Visit cycle concludes in December. 

•Seniors can access and complete the Florida Financial Aid application, available online Dec. 1. This is required 

for Bright Futures Scholarship consideration. 

January  

•Senior families can begin accessing and completing the FAFSA application.  January 1st earliest date to file the 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid: www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

•Continue polishing and completing college applications with February deadlines; meet with your college 

counselor to review your apps and your essays.  Seek additional input on your essays from your parents, your 

English teacher, and peer editors you trust. 

•Check Financial Aid and Scholarship requirements and deadlines for your colleges. 

February 

•Complete and submit any remaining college applications. 

•Senior families should complete the FAFSA application.  (Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid: www.fafsa.ed.gov.) 

•Check Financial Aid and Scholarship requirements and deadlines for your colleges. 

•Attend the US Career Assembly: Learning About careers. 

•National Merit Finalists announced. 

March 

•Attend the US Career Assembly: Learning About careers. 

•If possible, visit colleges that offer you admission and take advantage of spring Admitted Student Programs. 

•Check Financial Aid and Scholarship requirements and deadlines for your colleges, and complete the FAFSA (if 

you haven’t done so). 

•Notification begins for National Merit Scholarship winners and continues through early summer. 

April 

•If possible, visit colleges that offer you admission and take advantage of spring Admitted Student Programs. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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•Make your final college choice.  Your college counselor is happy to help you in your decision process.  

•Follow the instructions of your college for notifying them of you planned attendance, and notify your other 

colleges that you will not be attending. 

•Meet with your college counselor if you have been waitlisted at a college/university you would like to attend to 

develop a plan of action. 

•Check the information shared by your college regarding a required deposit as well as an Orientation Program that 

could be required. 

•Write thank you notes to teachers who wrote a teacher letter of recommendation for you 

May 

•May 1st if the national reply date, and you must deposit to ONE college/university by that date. 

•Meet with your college counselor with any questions you might have about your college process. 

•If you haven’t done so, complete the Florida Financial Aid Application for Bright Futures 

Scholarship consideration PRIOR to graduation to meet eligibility requirements. 

•Write thank you notes to teachers who wrote a teacher letter of recommendation for you. 

Contact your senior's college counselor for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 


