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Minimum Credits Required for Graduation

English  (4.0 credits)  
Grade 9 English   1.0
Grade 10 English   1.0 
Grade 11 English   1.0 
Grade 12 English   1.0 

Social Science (4.5 credits) 
Grade 9 World History   1.0 
Grade 10 World History   1.0 
Grade 11 American History   1.0 
Economics option (see course catalog)   0.5 
Ethics/Religion Course   0.5
Additional .5 credit   0.5 

Science  (3.0 credits) 
Biology   1.0 
Two additional science credits   2.0 

Mathematics  (3.0 credits) 
Algebra I   1.0 
Geometry   1.0 
Algebra II   1.0 

World Language  (2.0 credits)
Two consecutive years of a  
world language in grades 9-12   2.0 

Fine Arts  (1.0 credit) 
Any fine arts course(s)   1.0 

Computer Science  (.5 credit)
Any one-semester computer course 
taken in grades 7-12   0.5 

Personal Fitness  (.5 credit)   0.5 

Health and Wellness  (.5 credit) 
Taken in grade 8   0.5 

Electives  (3.0 credits) 
Credit taken in a discipline beyond the  
minimum requirement   3.0 

Total Credits 22.0 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

The goal of the computer science department is to provide each student the opportunity to develop his/her skills in a 
variety of areas, including presentation formats, coding, robotics, and multimedia, by offering courses that are 
current in today's society as well as conveying an understanding of current trends and the ethical use of technology. 
The department has a three-tiered approach: programming, multimedia, and robotics.  Students can follow one or all 
of the three paths.  

A sequential development in the programming courses allows students to maintain competency with current 
programming trends in JAVA and C++. Both paths allow students to enroll in the advanced classes of Honors 
Computer Programming C++ and AP Computer Science A.  

Students interested in robotics have the opportunity to take the middle school FTC Robotics program and the upper 
school courses of FRC Robotics, which include working with professional engineers.  

In media, students can explore anything from the basics of animation to the study of film production. Students learn 
to use sound, light, and camera, as well as current professional software, and develop basic techniques such as 
storyboarding to plan and execute projects. With the addition of the broadcasting class, students can learn the basic 
technical and journalistic skills of creating a story package. 

Students in grades 7 through 12 can meet their ½ credit graduation requirement with any computer course. 

7110. Design Technology  (semester - grade 6)  
This course lays the foundation for future computer science coursework. It will help students understand how this 
discipline provides a mental framework for answering challenging questions across all departments: mathematics, 
science, arts, and the humanities. Students will explore coding applications and apply their knowledge to robotics. 
The educational possibilities are unlimited, but with them come responsibilities; therefore, digital literacy will be an 
essential component of this course. All 6th graders will use their own digital devices.  

7210.. Introduction to Programming and Graphics (spring semester – grades 7- 8) 
Students in middle school are introduced to JAVA programming language through applet graphics, object creation, 
object manipulation, and animation. An introduction to the Python programming language will be included if time 
permits. This course introduces the basics needed for Computer Programming I and II. Prerequisite: Students must 
be in Pre-Algebra or higher.  

7220. Computer Programming I  (fall semester – grades 8-12)  
Students are introduced to the basic elements of the programming language JAVA: hardware vs. software, variables, 
constants, selection structures, iteration structures, and file processing. Students learn how to write object-oriented 
programs as individuals and in groups. Coding and testing require a high degree of interaction with the computer. 
Prerequisite: Completion of or current enrollment in Algebra I. 

7230. Computer Programming II  (spring semester – grades 8-12)   
Students continue from Programming I by adding advanced JAVA features: structures, matrices, vectors, and binary 
searches with sequential access files. They will also learn how to pick the most efficient solutions for their computer 
problems. Random-access files will be discussed in depth but not addressed in a practical form. This course also 
prepares students for the challenging AP Computer Science A course. Prerequisite: Computer Programming I.  

7241. Honors Computer Programming C++ (year - offered in odd years only for grades 9-12) 
This advanced elective course includes a study of programming methodology, algorithms, computer platforms, and 
the difference between structured and object-oriented programming. Students will study the differences in 
programming styles and syntax between JAVA and C++. They will be given a real-world problem to solve by 
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breaking it down, writing the methodology, and learning to work as a team to complete a large project. Students 
learn to read existing code and make changes to create a more efficient end-user product. They will compete in 
programming tournaments. Prerequisites: B+ in Computer Programming I and II.  
 
7252. AP Computer Science A (year - grades 10-12) 
This advanced elective course includes a study of programming methodology, algorithms, pure object-oriented 
programming, and computer platforms. The students will study, discuss, and practice advanced topics such as 
searching, sorting, efficiency of run time, and recursion. Students will be given several labs during the year to 
simulate building a complex real-world solution. They will learn to read existing code and make changes to create a 
more efficient end-user product. Students will also compete in programming tournaments. Prerequisites: B+ in 
Computer Programming I and II and permission of the instructor. 
 
7311. FTC Robotics I (semester – grades 7-9) 
The FIRST Tech Challenge is more than a robotics program. We are a community focused on building a better world 
for tomorrow by engaging students in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). FTC is about teaching 
students the value of hard work, innovation, and creativity. It goes beyond competition by teaching teenagers the 
importance of working together, sharing ideas, and treating each other with respect and dignity.  
 
7312. FTC Robotics II (semester – grades 7-9) 
The FIRST Tech Challenge is more than a robotics program. We are a community focused on building a better world 
for tomorrow by engaging students in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). FTC is about teaching 
students the value of hard work, innovation, and creativity. It goes beyond competition by teaching teenagers the 
importance of working together, sharing ideas, and treating each other with respect and dignity. Prerequisite:  FTC 
Robotics I or permission from the instructor. 
 
7313. FTC Robotics III (semester – grades 7-9) 
The FIRST Tech Challenge is more than a robotics program. We are a community focused on building a better world 
for tomorrow by engaging students in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). FTC is about teaching 
students the value of hard work, innovation, and creativity. It goes beyond competition by teaching teenagers the 
importance of working together, sharing ideas, and treating each other with respect and dignity. This level starts the 
stage of mentoring new members of the competition team. Prerequisite: FTC Robotics II or permission from the 
instructor. 
 
7314. FTC Robotics IV (semester – grades 7-9) 
The FIRST Tech Challenge is more than a robotics program. We are a community focused on building a better world 
for tomorrow by engaging students in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). FTC is about teaching 
students the value of hard work, innovation and creativity. It goes beyond competition by teaching teenagers the 
importance of working together, sharing ideas, and treating each other with respect and dignity. This level focuses 
on mentoring and helping to build the team. Prerequisite:  FTC Robotics III or permission from the instructor.  
 
7321. FRC Robotics I (semester – grades 9-12) 
Upper school students will be introduced to areas of electrical, mechanical, and practical engineering, including 
interaction with professional engineers as mentors. Students will also be expected to demonstrate a basic grasp of 
mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, practical engineering, and pneumatics.  
 
7322. FRC Robotics II (semester – grades 9-12) 
Upper school students will continue to increase knowledge in electrical, mechanical, and practical engineering, 
including interaction with professional engineers as mentors. Students will also be expected to motivate newer 
students in all areas. Prerequisite: FRC Robotics I or permission from the instructor. 
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7323. FRC Robotics III (semester – grades 9-12) 
Upper school students will continue to increase knowledge in electrical, mechanical, and practical engineering, 
including interaction with professional engineers as mentors. Students will also be expected to motivate and mentor 
newer students in all areas. This level starts the stage of mentoring newer members of the competition team. 
Prerequisite: FRC Robotics II or permission from the instructor. 
 
7324. FRC Robotics IV (semester – grades 9-12) 
Upper school students will continue to increase knowledge in electrical, mechanical, and practical engineering, 
including interaction with professional engineers as mentors. Students will also be expected to motivate and mentor 
newer students in all areas. This level is focused on mentoring and helping to build and guide the team. Prerequisite: 
FRC Robotics III or permission of the instructor. 
 
7120. Introduction to Multimedia (semester – grades 7-8) 
Students will be introduced to the basics of multimedia. The course will include discussion on what makes good 
media, how to design a project, and basic animation. Students will develop skills by storyboarding ideas, creating 
flipbooks, exploring more advanced techniques in video, and building basic animations. This class requires a 500GB 
external hard drive. 
 
7125. Web Design and Basic Animation (semester – grades 8-12) 
Students will learn how to use many tools for developing multimedia. In the first portion of the course, students will 
work with Dreamweaver and Photoshop to create websites. As part of the process, students will learn to organize 
and create a stylesheet for use on their site, and will participate in integrated projects, such as developing an 
educational training site. In the second portion of the course, students learn to use Adobe Animate to develop basic 
computer animations. This class requires a 500GB external hard drive. 
  
7130. Digital Video Production (semester – grades 9-12)   
Students will learn how to use many tools for developing multimedia – sound, images, and movie clips – through 
specified up-to-date media software. Students using professional video-editing software learn how to edit video, use 
camera tricks, and create media presentations. Students are also instructed on developing a media project through 
storyboarding, record keeping, lighting, and use of the digital video camera. This class requires a 500GB external 
hard drive. 
 
7410. Introduction to Social Media and Ethics (semester – grades 10-12) 
This course provides students with an introduction to the history, theory, and implementation of ethics as they apply 
to users and consumers of social media. Social media tools enable individuals to create, collaborate, and share with 
audiences of all sizes. Students will explore the possibilities, limitations, and ethical uses of social media through 
hands-on experience, case studies, timely readings, guest speakers, and class discussions. This course fulfills either a 
Computer Science or Social Science (ethics) ½ credit for graduation. 
 
7140. Film Production (semester – grades 10-12) 
This is an introductory course to film that provides a broad overview of the history, aesthetics, and technical aspects 
of the medium. This course is designed for students interested in film production and/or acting. The technical track 
emphasizes teamwork and the technical and creative skills needed to produce student films, some of which may be 
selected for the Trinity Prep Film Festival. The performance track covers acting techniques rooted in theater but 
applicable to film. Students learn how to pitch a film idea, write a treatment and screenplay, and provide the talent 
for the films produced in class. All students will work collaboratively on writing and creating the scripts and 
storyboards for the student films. This course fulfills either a Fine Arts or Computer Science ½ credit for 
graduation. 
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7160. Broadcast Journalism (year -  grades 9-12. ) 
Students in the broadcast journalism course will spend the first semester learning the techniques of developing a 
story idea, pitching a story, doing camera work and sound, editing, and producing a broadcast package. Each student 
will be required to hold each role: on-air personality, cameraman, editor, producer, etc. It is essential that students 
be exposed to every step of the process involved in making a package. After the first semester, students will then 
have the freedom to begin to specialize in one or two areas of the production cycle, depending upon their interests 
and skills. There will be a leadership ladder for returning journalists to increase their level of responsibility and 
decision-making power about the packages the  station produces. Students will have the opportunity to learn 
valuable leadership skills as they help mentor and lead younger journalists to make a public product. Based on what 
area the student specializes in, this course fulfills either a Computer Science credit for graduation or an English 
elective credit. 
 
7261. Honors Advanced Competition Program (year) 
This is an advanced study course designed to increase competition in programming tournaments. Topics include 
graph theory, geometric algorithms, combinatorics, and string manipulation. There will be constant practice for 
programming competitions both internal and on college campuses. Prerequisite: AP Computer Science A. 
 
7271. Honors App Design (year) 
In this course students will design, maintain, and carry out the implementation and ongoing enhancements for the 
Trinity Prep app for iPhones and android phones. There is online and class instruction for the beginner. Prerequisite: 
AP Computer Science A. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 

English courses have three main objectives: to develop the capacity for both expository and imaginative writing, to 
increase students' understanding of literature, and to encourage critical reading, thinking, and analysis. English is 
required of all students each year.  
 
The curriculum is developmental and sequential, allowing students to progress from simple sentence structure and 
syntax in middle school to a complex and articulate use of language in upper school. Students are introduced to much 
of the world's great literature, with selections chosen from all genres and many nations. Research techniques are 
adapted to each grade level, and students learn the skills of library research and literary criticism. 
 
1110. English 6  
English 6 incorporates the study of literature, vocabulary, grammar, and writing. Reading comprehension skills are 
developed through short stories, poetry, essays, and novels. Critical reading and thinking skills are refined  through 
class discussions related to the basic elements of literature. Vocabulary skills are expanded through the study of 
words in literature as well as those commonly seen on college admissions assessments. Basic grammar, upon which 
subsequent English classes build, is introduced, including sentence structure, usage, punctuation, and parts of 
speech. The writing component of the class is an important one, providing numerous opportunities for students to 
develop both composition and keyboarding skills. Sequential process is stressed and approached in a step-by-step 
manner as students become familiar with literary analysis and persuasive writing. Students also write in the 
interdisciplinary content areas of science and history, applying skills learned in English class.    
 
1120. English 7  
English 7 explores the art of communication and the relationship between thinking and expression. Analytical 
thinking is cultivated in reading, writing, and speaking while exploring the basic elements of literature (narrative 
structure, theme, characterization, symbolism, point of view, etc.) through a study of selected fiction, non-fiction, 
sequential art, and poetry. Response to literature includes comprehension and analysis as well as connection to 
personal experience and contemporary issues. Emphasis is placed on using higher-level vocabulary words, taken 
directly from the current text of study, in speech and writing. Students develop their creative and formal writing 
skills in a collaborative setting, with an emphasis on developing pre-writing, drafting, and editing skills as part of the 
writing process. Grammar topics include parts of speech, parts of a sentence, sentence structure, punctuation, 
proper usage, and application.    
 
1130. English 8  
English 8 deepens and further develops the students' critical vocabulary as they study the elements of literature, 
with emphasis on plot structure, point of view, symbolism, and allegory. Major literary selections include novels, 
short stories, poetry, and a Shakespeare play. Writing assignments include expository essays, reaction papers, and 
creative writing. Critical and analytical essays involve multi-step development of a thesis, supported and developed 
by examples, details, and reasoning. Themes include social justice, identity, prejudice, and the courage to make moral 
choices.  
 
1210. English 9 
English 9 will explore the conventions of different genres, using both canonical and modern texts. The course will 
focus on journeys and heroes, examining what it means to be a hero in different times and cultures, and the 
conventions that provide the foundation for heroic poems, plays, and stories. It will also consider authorial intention 
in regard to content and conventions when exploring different styles of writing. Mirroring many elements of the 
Honors English 9 curriculum, English 9 will focus on close reading, writing, vocabulary, grammar, and research in 
preparation for English 10 and Honors English 10.  
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1211. Honors English 9  
Honors English 9 explores literary works from Ancient Greece, Classical Rome, the Middle Ages, and the 
Renaissance. Major genres include drama, the short story, the frame narrative, epic poetry, and the essay. Students 
learn to read more closely and develop the skills of analysis, inference, and synthesis. Grammar is learned through 
written assignments, with special emphasis on sentence variety and common grammatical errors. The writing 
process is emphasized as students strengthen their skills, writing creative, personal, reflective, analytical, and 
research papers.  
 
1220. English 10  
English 10 explores different literary genres from the 17th through the 20th centuries through a wide range of 
essays, poetry, novels, plays, and films. This study prioritizes close critical reading and effective writing through 
analytical, personal, and creative assignments. In addition to reading and writing, students will also practice oral 
presentations and classroom discussion. English 10 will prepare students for Honors English 11. Students who may 
be interested in taking AP English Language and Composition in their junior year should consider taking Honors 
English 10.  A student who wants to take AP English Language and Composition after completing English 10 needs 
the approval of the department chair.  
 
1221. Honors English 10  
Honors English 10 covers major English–language literature from Britain and America. Through a variety of texts 
from the past, as well as the work of contemporary writers, students learn to identify and analyze major social 
movements and literature. The class is focused on critical thinking, literary analysis, and writing in a variety of styles. 
Collaborative, project-based learning teaches students reading, analysis, organization, revision, and self-evaluation-- 
necessary skills for future English courses, college, and the workplace.  
 
1231. Honors English 11  
Concentrating on the 20th century, the Honors English 11 curriculum complements what students are learning in 
their history courses. Knowledge of Modernist literature is enriched by supplementary studies of art, music, theater, 
motion pictures, and major inventions of the past 100 years. Broadened cultural literacy is an expected outcome. 
The literature studied reflects stylistic and subjective changes in the wake of Modernism. Writing focuses on formal 
explication of shorter works and formal essays relating to issues attending the longer works. Students write personal 
essays in preparation for the college application and an informative research paper in preparation for further 
research during their senior year.   
 
1232. AP English Language and Composition (grade 11)  
AP English Language and Composition introduces students to the rigors of college-level work in writing and analysis. 
It engages students in becoming sensitive, savvy readers and involves the study of texts from a variety of periods, 
disciplines, and rhetorical contexts. It also helps students develop their writing skills and teaches them to respond to 
a wide range of writing situations and purposes. AP Language devotes much of its curriculum to the discussion of the 
craft of writing and rhetorical analysis. In terms of literature, the 20th century is emphasized, but the focus is not 
exclusively on this period. In the second semester, students are introduced to the analysis of visual texts. 
Prerequisite: B+ or higher in Honors English 10.  
 
1241. Honors English 12 
Honors English 12 builds a bridge between high school and college. In the fall semester, the class studies the genres 
of flash fiction, comedy, and tragedy, focusing mainly on the works of contemporary short-story writers and 
Shakespeare. In the spring, students will explore additional genres of literature, including autobiography, the novel, 
and detective fiction. They will continue to develop research skills and write a major research paper. Analytical 
reading and writing remain an integral part of the curriculum, but students will also be asked to expand their 
repertoire of writing modes and develop their writing skills by paying particular attention to style, diction, and 
grammar. Presentations and a dramatic performance provide students with opportunities to strengthen their public 
speaking skills. 
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1242. AP English Literature and Composition (grade 12) 
The fall semester begins with discussion and writing about two late 20th-century novels assigned as summer 
reading, followed by an in-depth study of three Shakespeare plays and a related major research project. The course 
also includes a survey of critical approaches, projects involving works of short fiction and selected schools of poetry, 
interactive class blogs, and short critical papers. During spring semester, students explore mostly 20th and 21st 
century works, reading, thinking, and writing critically as they prepare and practice for the AP exam. This 
college-level course involves challenging material and assignments. Prerequisite: B+ or higher in 11th grade English 
course.   
 
1310. Introduction to Journalism (semester - grades 8-10) 
This course will introduce students to the fundamental skills of journalism. Students will gain a broader 
understanding of the writing process as it pertains to journalism. Topics to be addressed include determining news, 
gathering/interviewing, newswriting, and editing and revision. The students will also study the First Amendment, 
media law, and ethics. After an introduction to the elements of journalism, the course will build toward training the 
students to contribute to the school newspaper, The Trinity Voice. Students will first add content in the form of blog 
posts to the school newspaper website, thetrinityvoice.com., followed by creating an entire page from content to 
layout to graphics/photos for a print issue of the paper. This course serves to expose students to the rigors of the 
Journalism/Newspaper course, which produces the school newspaper. 
 
1320. Journalism/Newspaper (year - grades 9-12)  
Students learn the techniques and obligations of journalism. With emphasis on principles of journalism, ethics, 
standards, and styles, students learn how to plan assignments, meet deadlines, and accept and/or give editing advice. 
Members of the class publish the school newspaper, The Trinity Voice, and as a result will also get experience in 
student leadership and management. All students must submit an application, and the approval of the newspaper 
adviser is required. Prerequisites: Introduction to Journalism (exceptions may be made for students in rising grades 
11-12);  A or B in all previous English classes; and demonstrated ability to work independently. 
 
1410. Yearbook (year - grades 9-12)  
The yearbook staff plans, produces, and distributes a well-designed and accurate yearbook to the Trinity Prep 
community. Students learn skills that are in high demand in the workplace: writing, analysis, organization, 
communications, photography, desktop publishing, computer graphics, and leadership. Prerequisite: students must 
submit an application in spring of their 8th grade year, and the approval of the yearbook adviser is required.  
 
1510. Young Adult Literature (semester – grades 8-12) 
Students will have an opportunity to read and critique young adult literature. They will be required to read one title 
as a class and then choose from a variety of genres within the spectrum of young adult literature to read and then 
use Blogs, Twitter, and YouTube to explore and expound on the books. Additionally, students will have the chance to 
interact with authors online and in person through the Visiting Writer Series.  Students may take this course more 
than once. 
 
7160. Broadcast Journalism (year -  grades 9-12. ) 
Students in the broadcast journalism course will spend the first semester learning the techniques of developing a 
story idea, pitching a story, doing camera work and sound, editing, and producing a broadcast package. Each student 
will be required to hold each role: on-air personality, cameraman, editor, producer, etc. It is essential that students 
be exposed to every step of the process involved in making a package. After the first semester, students will then 
have the freedom to begin to specialize in one or two areas of the production cycle, depending upon their interests 
and skills. There will be a leadership ladder for returning journalists to increase their level of responsibility and 
decision-making power about the packages the  station produces. Students will have the opportunity to learn 
valuable leadership skills as they help mentor and lead younger journalists to make a public product. Based on what 
area the student specializes in, this course fulfills either a Computer Science credit for graduation or an English 
elective credit. 
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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…and on the sixth day he made man after his own image." 
Genesis 
"To be creative is to be human."   
 
The fine arts department approaches each student with the belief that everyone has a fundamental and insatiable 
urge to create. In order to guide the student to a full expression of that urge, we offer opportunities for exploration 
of the arts disciplines and their potential to communicate the truth of the human spirit. Through ongoing study and 
application of their craft, students can begin to develop their artistic skills as they seek to elevate their capacity for 
creative expression. 

 
Due to the diversity of disciplines in the fine arts department, students should consult with the instructors of the 
course(s) they are considering. Many courses require the instructor's permission.  
 
 
6100.  Art/Theatre 6 (semester - grade 6) 
Students will have art for nine weeks and theater for nine weeks.  In art class, students create artwork using a variety 
of different materials.  Ceramics, printmaking, drawing and painting, and sculpture will be introduced.  In theater 
class, students will learn basic theater terms, explore storytelling through pantomime, monologues, improvisation, 
theater games, and scene work. 

ART 
 
6111. Art 6 Intensive (semester - grade 6) 
Students will create artwork using a variety of different materials. Ceramics, printmaking, drawing and painting, 
and sculpture will be introduced. 

 
6112. Art 7 (semester – grade 7)  
In this course, students explore with many tools and materials used in artistic expression. Within a cultural and 
historical framework, they sculpt, draw, paint, and work with clay.  
 
6113. Art 8 (semester – grade 8)  
Students explore more advanced techniques and materials used in artistic expression. Within a cultural and 
historical framework, they sculpt, draw, paint, and work with clay.  
 
6131. Middle School Printmaking (semester – grades 7-8)  
This course explores the art of producing multiple images of a drawing or design, familiarizing students with the print 
as a series of original or identical images which are produced from a plate or block. Students will use studio 
processes such as monotype, relief, drypoint, and screen printing. They will be acquainted with the history of 
printmaking and view work by contemporary artists as they develop an experimental approach to thematic projects.  
 
6211. Ceramics (semester – grade 8) 
Ceramics students will learn traditional skills, including hand-building, wheel-throwing, surface decoration, glazing, 
and firing. Students will work on individual and group projects while studying historical and contemporary examples 
of pottery from various cultures. Prerequisite: Art 7 and permission of the instructor. Class size limited to 10. 
 
6120. Visual Foundations (semester – grades 9-12)  
This course explores art history while discovering the methods and materials of drawing, painting, and 
three-dimensional art. Students will become familiar with a variety of materials and techniques. Visual Foundations 
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is a prerequisite for students who plan to continue to the advanced-level courses of Painting, Drawing, Sculpture, 
Pottery, 2-D Design, or Printmaking.  
 
6141. Drawing I (semester)  
This course teaches the basics of drawing and the art of seeing. It will cover a variety of methods of drawing and 
rendering in pencil, pen, ink, watercolor, and pastels. Prerequisite: Visual Foundations.  
 
 
 
6142. Drawing II (semester)  
Intermediate to advanced-level drawing assignments in charcoal, pencil, ink, pastels, and more are included. The 
course may be taken more than once. Prerequisite: Drawing I or permission of the instructor.  
 
6151. Painting I (semester)  
Beginning to intermediate-level painting assignments, using watercolor, acrylics, oils, pastels, and more, are 
included. Study of color is emphasized in this course. Prerequisite: Visual Foundations. 
 
6152. Painting II (semester) 
Advanced-level painting assignments using oils, acrylics, watercolor and mixed media are included. Still-life, 
landscape, and portrait studies are emphasized. Prerequisite: Painting I or permission of the instructor. 
 
6161. 2-D Design I (semester) 
This course is an introduction to basic design elements and principles and their applications on two-dimensional 
surfaces. Traditional art media as well as modern technology, such as digital camera, scanner, copier, and digital 
image manipulation software, will be used. Prerequisite: Visual Foundations. 
 
6162. 2-D Design II (semester) 
This course focuses on solving advanced-level design problems and researching elements and principles of design in 
depth. Historical and contemporary trends of design will be reviewed. Students will use traditional art media as well 
as digital image manipulation software. Prerequisite: 2-D Design I. 
 
6132. Printmaking (semester) 
This course explores the art of producing multiple images of a drawing or design, familiarizing students with the print 
as a series of original or identical images which are produced from a plate or block. Students will use studio 
processes such as monotype, relief, drypoint, and screen printing. They will be acquainted with the history of 
printmaking and view work by contemporary artists as they develop an experimental approach to thematic projects. 
Prerequisite: Visual Foundations. 
 
6133. Advanced Printmaking (semester) 
Students will create monotypes, linoleum prints, multi-block prints, etchings, lithographs, and silkscreen. Exploration 
of mixed-media techniques will be encouraged. Prerequisite: Printmaking 
 
6221. Sculpture I (semester)   
This course includes beginning to intermediate-level sculpture assignments, using wood, wire, clay, plaster, stone 
mixtures, and more. Prerequisite: Visual Foundations. 
 
6222. Sculpture II (semester) 
Advanced-level sculpture assignments, using a variety of materials with a strong focus on design and 3D printing, are 
included. Prerequisite: Sculpture I. 
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6231. Pottery I (semester)  
This course teaches the fundamentals of hand-building, wheel-throwing, and glaze techniques. Prerequisite: Visual 
Foundations. 
 
6232. Pottery II (semester)  
Advanced-level assignments in hand-building, wheel-throwing, and glaze techniques are included. Prerequisite: 
Pottery I. 
 
 
 
 
6233. Advanced Pottery (semester)  
This course is designed for students who have experience on the potter’s wheel. Students will expand 
wheel-throwing and hand-building skills by working in series and sets. They will refine finishing skills and explore 
firing techniques. Prerequisites: Pottery I and II.  
 
6163. Honors Portfolio Development 2-D (semester) 
6241. Honors Portfolio Development 3-D (semester)  
These courses are designed for the serious art student who wishes to create a portfolio for college or to develop one 
section of the AP Studio Art portfolio without submitting it to the College Board for grading. In this course, offered 
at the same time as AP Studio Art 2-D and 3-D, students create works that demonstrate broad experience and 
accomplishment or works organized around a compelling visual concept. This course can be taken more than once. 
Prerequisites: Four semesters of art classes, which can include one semester of photography, and permission of the 
instructor.  
 
6164. AP Studio Art 2-D (year) 
6242. AP Studio Art 3-D (year) 
These courses require advanced skills and a strong work ethic. Assignments include a combination of specific design 
assignments and self-directed projects. Submission of a portfolio of thirty or more works of art is required for 
completion of an AP portfolio. For a detailed description of the course, students should speak with the instructor. 
Prerequisites: Four semesters of art classes, which can include one semester of photography, and permission of the 
instructor. One semester of drawing is recommended.  
 

CREATIVE WRITING 
 
6911. Creative Writing (semester – grades 9-12)  
Student writers are invited to explore a variety of creative writing styles and prompts to widen their horizons and 
help them discover their favorite genres to write in creatively. The class is tailored to the interests of the individuals 
in it, and students write in the genres of poetry, literary nonfiction, playwriting, fiction, and hybrid forms. The class is 
centered around the workshop model, which allows students the opportunity to hear their work discussed critically 
and gives them charge of making revisions. Students are also taught how to submit their work for contests and 
publication and encouraged to share their work with the Trinity Prep community in a variety of ways. Every 
semester is different, so this course can be taken as a single-semester class or back-to back. It can also be taken 
multiple times. Students who take the class multiple times are given additional challenges and leadership 
opportunities that enhance their experience of the discipline.  
 

FORENSICS 
 
6810. Middle School Forensics: Speech and Debate (semester – grade 8) 
This introductory course will teach students the basics of public speaking with a focus on the expressive 
performance of literature, basic debate rhetoric and argumentation, and effective public address. Students will learn 

13 
 



skills to help manage nervousness, create compelling speeches, and present ideas with passion to an audience. They 
will explore literature and speeches by established authors as well as writing their own scenes, speeches, and debate 
cases. Students will learn a variety of debate styles, self-assessment, and effective peer critique through creative 
assignments and in-class presentations. The skills learned in this class can help students build confidence speaking in 
front of a group and be applied to interviews and in-class oral presentations. Additionally, Middle School Forensics 
provides an excellent knowledge base for students interested in the competitive forensics program in the upper 
school. 
 
6821. Forensics I (semester) 
6822. Forensics II (semester)  
Upper school students learn the techniques essential for successful competition in forensics and public speaking. In 
these courses, emphasis is on all three areas of competition: debate, public address, and dramatic interpretation. 
Students are encouraged, but not required, to attend regional and local-level competitions to fine-tune their skills.  
 
6823. Forensics III   
Students learn the techniques necessary to win at the national level in forensics competition. They may choose areas 
of expertise to explore in depth; independent study is encouraged. Competition at the local, regional, and national 
levels is required. Prerequisite: Forensics I or II.  
 
6824. Honors Forensics IV  
A continuation of the independent study program, this course requires students to participate in national-level 
competition and to enter multiple events. Prerequisite: Forensics III.  
 
6825. Honors Forensics V   
A continuation of the independent study program, this course requires students to participate in national-level and 
multiple-event competition. Prerequisite: Honors Forensics IV. 
  

MUSIC 
 

6920. Middle School Piano Lab 1/2 (semester – grades 7-8) 
6921. Upper School Piano Lab 1/2 (semester – grades 9-12) 
This course is open to students who have little or no experience playing the piano. If they have taken piano in the 
past and would like to start at an advanced level, an audition is required with the instructor for appropriate 
placement. Each student is placed on a track that is appropriate for his/her current skill and theory level. The 
emphasis of this class is to develop solid fundamentals in solo and ensemble piano performance technique and 
reading music notation. Students will explore the literature written for piano solo and duet while advancing their 
fundamental understanding of technique, sight-reading, performance skill, and music theory through a planned 
sequence of appropriate materials and repertoire. It is not required that students have a piano/keyboard at home, 
though it will be helpful for practice as needed. 
 
6510. Beginning Orchestra (year) 
This is a course for students who have little or no experience in playing a string instrument. Students will learn the 
fundamentals of playing violin, viola, cello, or bass while learning basic note-reading and musicianship. In addition, 
students enrolled in Beginning Orchestra may also learn the fundamentals of playing classical guitar along with their 
studies of a classical string instrument.  
 
6520. Intermediate Orchestra  (year) 
Students who have some basic knowledge of a string instrument and have successfully auditioned can take this 
course. Students will explore the literature written for string orchestra while advancing their fundamental 
techniques on their instruments. The intermediate orchestra players will get opportunities to perform as mentors 
with a beginning group, as well as performing with the advanced orchestra class.  
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6530. Blue and Gold Orchestra  (year) 
Students must successfully audition and demonstrate a developing knowledge of shifting, vibrato, and bow strokes. 
Students will continue to explore the literature written for string orchestra while developing their individual skills. 
The advanced orchestra players will have opportunities to perform as mentors with a beginning group, as well as 
performing with the chamber orchestra. Students will begin to explore chamber ensembles and are encouraged in 
solo playing.  
 
6541. Honors Advanced Orchestra (year) 
Students must successfully audition and demonstrate a developing knowledge of shifting, vibrato, and bow strokes. 
Students will continue to explore the literature written for string orchestra while developing their individual skills. 
The advanced orchestra players will have opportunities to perform as mentors with a beginning group as well as 
performing with the chamber orchestra. Students will begin to explore chamber ensembles and are encouraged in 
solo playing. 
 
6551. Honors Trinity Chamber Orchestra (year) 
This course is for the most advanced orchestra players. Students are placed in this highly selective course by 
audition and must demonstrate a variety of advanced bow strokes and tone colors as well as a full working 
knowledge of upper positions. Scales and a solo piece are required for placement. Students will explore a variety of 
literature written for this kind of ensemble and will also explore smaller chamber works. This group is often featured 
in the school and community. These students are encouraged to mentor the beginning and intermediate groups.  
 
6410. Beginning Winds (year) 
This ensemble is open to students who have little or no prior experience playing a wind instrument. With the aid of 
the instructor, students choose an instrument during the first two weeks of instruction. The emphasis of this class is 
to develop solid fundamentals; i.e., posture, embouchure, hand positions, breathing, and listening skills. Concepts of 
rhythm, music theory, sight-reading, and ear training are discussed and demonstrated on a daily basis. A planned 
sequence of appropriate pedagogical material and repertoire is explored through daily rehearsal and performance.  
 
6420. Blue and Gold Band (year) 
This ensemble is designed for the musician who has experience on his/her instrument. Fundamental concepts of 
rhythm, music theory, sight-reading, and ear training are discussed and demonstrated on a daily basis. Concepts of 
ensemble balance and blend are introduced. This ensemble performs several times throughout the year.  
 
6431. Honors Trinity Wind Ensemble (year) 
This ensemble is designed for the musician who has demonstrated a solid command of the fundamentals on his/her 
instrument. Fundamental concepts of rhythm, music theory, sight-reading, and ear training continue to be discussed 
and developed on a daily basis. Private lessons are strongly encouraged, and opportunities for solo and chamber 
performance are provided outside the class. Prerequisite: Permission of the instructor. 
 
6450. Beginning/Intermediate Percussion (year) 
6461. Honors Advanced Percussion (year) 
These ensembles are designed for the percussionist who has demonstrated a solid command of the fundamentals. 
Concepts of rhythm, music theory, sight-reading, and ear training are discussed and developed on a daily basis. 
Private lessons are strongly encouraged, and opportunities for solo and chamber performance are provided outside 
class time. Prerequisites: Piano skills and permission of the instructor. 
 
6441. Honors Jazz Band (½ credit) 
This ensemble is designed for middle and upper school students who want to examine the distinct styles of jazz. 
Fundamental concepts of rhythm, music theory, sight-reading, and ear training will be discussed and developed. 
Students will be exposed to swing, be-bop, blues, and jazz rock forms as well as principles leading to good 
improvisational skills. Students will attend one sectional rehearsal and two full rehearsals each week and receive ½ 
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credit for the school year. Prerequisite: Students are required to audition at the beginning of the fall semester. See 
the instructor for audition requirements and dates.  
 
 
 
6932. AP Music Theory (year) 
This course is designed for the serious musician who intends to pursue music at the college level. Skills learned 
include realizing figured bass, harmonizing given melodies, sight-singing, and four-part chorale writing. For a 
detailed description of the course, students should speak with the instructor. Prerequisite: Score of 70% on the 
entrance exam or Trinity Prep music teacher recommendation submitted to the instructor.  
 
6942. Advanced Music Theory and Composition II 
This course is designed to develop young composers. Students will continue writing music for a variety of 
instruments and voices and explore not only common practice theory, but contemporary elements as well. The 
students in this course will be required to demonstrate a mastery of transposition, analysis, aural recognition of 
intervals, and harmonic progressions. This course will be offered concurrently with AP Music Theory and provide 
instrumental and vocal resources for new compositions. Theoretical review and perimetric formal analysis will be 
demonstrated in a sequential series of compositions and performances. Prerequisite: Completion of AP Music 
Theory. 
 
6620. Select Chorus (year preferred, semester accepted – grades 7-8) 
This is a mixed-voice ensemble. The repertoire for this choir is eclectic and varied. Vocal and choral foundations, 
including reading music notation and solfege singing, will be taught and practiced. It is possible to take this course for 
one semester, but year-long participation is strongly encouraged. Students will have the option to audition to 
participate in Florida All-State Choirs, perform with community Honors Choirs as opportunities arise, and perform in 
all choral department productions on campus and in the community. Prerequisite: Completion of Introduction to 
Chorus OR teacher permission upon audition. 
 
6630. Upper School Choir “Vocal Society” (year preferred, semester accepted – grades 9-12) 
This is a mixed-voice ensemble. The repertoire for this choir is eclectic, intermediate to advanced level, and varied.  
A capella performance, in which vocal percussion is performed, is also a component of the class at a choral 
competitive level. Vocal and choral foundations, including reading music notation, solfege singing, and improvisation, 
will be taught and practiced. It is possible to take this course for one semester, but year-long participation is strongly 
encouraged for competition and touring performers. Singers will have the opportunity to audition for participation 
in Florida All-State Choirs; will perform with community Honor Choirs, master classes, and charity events; and will 
participate in competitions, in addition to performing leadership roles in all choral productions on campus. 
Prerequisite: Teacher permission required. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

6311. Photography I (semester – grades 10-12) 
Students will become proficient in capturing, uploading, manipulating, and printing color as well as black-and-white 
digital photographs. Emphasis will be placed on the rigid rules of an exacting craft as well as on the imaginative 
freedom inherent in an expressive creative visual medium. Students will learn the intricacies of digital camera 
capture, computer processing in Adobe Lightroom, working in the digital darkroom, and output to a printer. Subjects 
covered include camera care and operation, principles of composition, proper exposure and capture size, cropping, 
and image evaluation, as well as manipulation in the digital darkroom and proper output. In addition, students will 
explore the history of photography and be exposed to a variety of assignments to improve their skills with the 
camera and on the computer. A D-SLR camera is strongly recommended. 
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6312. Photography II (semester) 
Students will build on the skills they learned in Photography I, working on camera techniques of enhanced 
interpretation, lighting evaluation, advanced computer skills for manipulation in Adobe Photoshop, and various 
output techniques. In addition, students will be exposed to studio lighting, developing their skills in lighting 
techniques including portraiture, fashion, still life, and product photography. This course will focus students’ 
concentration on seeing photographically, making a good photograph better, and utilizing solid techniques for 
creating outstanding images. A D-SLR is strongly recommended. Prerequisite: Photography I. 
 
6313. Honors Photography Portfolio Development (semester) 
This course is designed for serious photography students who wish to delve deeper into the medium and create 
personal portfolios. In refining their photography skills and exploring their own personal style, students will have the 
opportunity to develop a portfolio in preparation for AP Photography. Prerequisites: Photography I and II. 
 
6314. AP Studio Art 2D: Photography (year) 
This course requires advanced skills and a strong work ethic. Assignments include a combination of specific design 
assignments and self-directed projects. Submission of a portfolio of thirty or more works of photography is required 
for completion of an AP portfolio. For a detailed description of the course, students should speak with the instructor. 
Prerequisites: Photography I and II and permission of the instructor.  

 
THEATER 

 
6711. Theater I (semester - grades 6- 7) 
Students will learn and develop the skills they need to perform in front an audience. Theater vocabulary will be 
expanded, good voice and diction work established, and awareness and appreciation of the collaborative nature that 
exists in the theater developed. Students will rehearse and perform monologues and scenes. Students are required 
to attend and report on live theater performances.  
 
6712. Theater II (semester – grade  8) 
This course serves to equip students with the knowledge, skills, and familiarity with theatrical production and 
performance to carry them into high school. Students will review stage areas, stage terms, and blocking techniques. 
An overview of theater history will be covered. Students will learn basic performance skills, including diction, breath 
control, balance and body control, beginning audition skills, character development, and student scene work. 
Students will end the semester by reading and producing scene work from plays by Neil Simon and Shakespeare. 
 
6731. Beginning  Dance (semester or year - grades 7-8) 
This course is open to students with little or no dance training. Students will explore the various dance styles: ballet, 
modern, jazz, and musical theater. Students will develop a dance vocabulary, build an understanding of different 
dance techniques, and improve coordination, flexibility and self-confidence.  
 
6732. Beginning/Intermediate Dance (semester or year - grades 9-12) 
This course is open to students with little, some, or no dance training. Students will explore the various dance styles: 
ballet, modern, jazz, and musical theater. Students will develop a dance vocabulary, build an understanding of 
different dance techniques, and improve coordination, flexibility and self-confidence.  
 
6741. Acting I (fall semester - grades 9-12) 
Students will explore the intellectual, emotional, physical, and psychological demands of performance. They will 
explore the history of modern acting methods and master the fundamentals of physical self-awareness and 
self-control, including breath control, vocal technique, diction, connecting with fellow actors, balance, and body 
awareness and control. Students will learn steps to building and creating a character and will utilize them through 
scene study. 
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6742. Acting II (spring semester – grades 11-12) 
Acting II students will spend time in scene study, script analysis, and character development. Prerequisite: Acting I 
and teacher recommendation. 
 
6744. Advanced Acting and Audition Prep (fall semester- grades 11-12)) 
Dramatic and comedic monologues and, for those interested in musical theater, song selections will be chosen, 
studied, and polished for the individual student. Pieces for the thespian festival will be generated, as well as material 
for college auditions. Opportunities for student leadership positions can be available by directing a scene or 
choreographing a musical number. Prerequisite: Acting I and II or permission of instructor. 
 
6743. Musical Theater Performance (spring semester) 
This course is performance-based, with an emphasis on putting together a show to be performed at the end of the 
semester. This class gives each student an opportunity to develop a character, learn choreography and songs, and 
perform in front of an audience. Personal performance goals must be set at the beginning of the semester and 
revisited at the end of the semester. Prerequisites: Acting I and permission of the instructor. 
 
6750. Stagecraft (semester) 
In this class, students are exposed to the fundamentals of technical theater. Students will learn set construction, tool 
use and safety, and set-painting techniques. Ideas will be generated and executed for the set design of the semester 
productions.  
 
7140. Film Production (semester – grades 10-12) 
This is an introductory course to film that provides a broad overview of the history, aesthetics, and technical aspects 
of the medium. This course is designed for students interested in film production or acting. The technical track 
emphasizes teamwork and the technical and creative skills needed to produce student films, some of which may be 
selected for the Trinity Film Festival. The performance track covers acting techniques rooted in the theater but 
applicable to film. Students will practice auditioning for film and provide the talent for the films produced in class. All 
students will work collaboratively on writing and creating the scripts and storyboards for the student films. This 
course fulfills either a Fine Arts or Computer Science ½ credit for graduation. 
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 
Trinity Prep’s mathematics program aims to provide students whose abilities range from average to gifted with the 
quantitative, critical thinking, and creative problem-solving skills necessary for success at college and in the real 
world. As a minimum, college-bound students should take all courses necessary to complete Pre-Calculus before 
graduation. The courses offered range from Math Concepts in grade 6 through AP Calculus BC, AP Statistics, 
Advanced Multivariable Calculus and Advanced Linear Algebra. Students who complete the Trinity Prep sequence 
before their senior year may take more advanced classes at local colleges or through the Malone School Online 
Network.  
 
Sequencing begins with Math Concepts, and every effort is made to place students appropriately so they may 
experience success in their classes. The criteria used for placement include prior records, standardized test scores, 
and/or placement exams, as well as teacher recommendations. Honors courses are recommended for students who 
possess great strength in mathematics and who can work independently on challenging problems. 
 
Our middle school curriculum is accelerated so that students in 8th grade take Algebra I or Honors Algebra I. 
Students must take three years of mathematics in the upper school to meet graduation requirements; four years of 
math in the upper school are recommended and sought by highly selective colleges. The three basic course 
sequences listed below provide guidelines for course selection. Crossovers are possible in appropriate/exceptional 
cases and may be made at the beginning of a school year or at other convenient times with departmental approval.  
 
Sequence 1 Sequence 2 Sequence 3  
Math Concepts Math Concepts  Expanded Math Concepts 
Pre-Algebra Pre-Algebra Expanded Pre-Algebra 
Algebra IA Algebra I  Honors Algebra I  
Algebra IB Geometry  Honors Geometry 
Geometry  Algebra II  Honors Algebra II  
Algebra II  Pre-Calculus or College Algebra Honors Pre-Calculus  
Pre-Calculus, Statistics, Honors Calculus, Statistics, Advanced courses in Mathematics: 
  or College Algebra   or AP Statistics   AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, 

  AP Statistics, Advanced Multivariable 
  Calculus, Advanced Linear Algebra 

 
Math Concepts 
4110. Students entering Math Concepts enhance their foundation in math, using the four operations with whole 
numbers, fractions, and decimals. Continuous review of these operations, using whole numbers, fractions, decimals, 
ratios, percents, and integers, will be covered throughout the year. Fundamental concepts of number theory, 
equations, algebraic expressions, measurement, statistics and data analysis, and the geometry of plane figures will 
also be included. Students will strengthen their computational skills while developing their ability to follow 
procedures and solve problems to provide a solid foundation for further study in mathematics. Students entering 
grade 6 and scoring less than six on either or both sections of the ISEE (math achievement and quantitative 
reasoning) will be placed in this course without taking a Trinity Prep math placement test.  
 
4120. Expanded Math Concepts 
This course is intended for students entering grade 6 who have solid study habits, excellent computational skills, and 
genuine problem-solving ability. It includes all the topics covered in Math Concepts but progresses at a faster pace. 
Additional topics in elementary algebra, geometry, and statistics are covered as well. Students scoring some 
combination of sixes and sevens on the math sections of the ISEE exam will be tested for placement in this course. 
Prerequisites: A score of at least six on both math sections of the ISEE and a B+ on Trinity’s Expanded Math 
Concepts placement exam. 
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4210. Pre-Algebra  
Students learn the skills necessary for success in Algebra I. Topics include elementary algebraic equations, 
inequalities, and polynomials and graphing, as well as review and maintenance of basic math skills. These skills 
include computation with whole numbers, decimals, integers and rational numbers, solving equations, ratio and 
proportion, and working with percents. Additionally, students are introduced to informal geometry, probability, 
statistics, and problem solving. Students entering grade 7 and scoring less than seven on either or both math 
sections of the ISEE (math achievement and quantitative reasoning) will be placed in this course without taking a 
Trinity math placement exam. 
   
4211. Expanded Pre-Algebra  
Students learn the skills necessary for success in Honors Algebra I and are expected to excel in computational skills, 
to be particularly industrious, and, above all, to understand and use mathematical theory. Topics include the use and 
properties of number systems, ratio, proportions, equation and inequality solving in one variable, polynomials, 
problem solving, informal geometry, and probability and statistics. Prerequisites: A score of at least seven on both 
math sections of the ISEE, a 95 in Math Concepts, at least a B+ in Expanded Math Concepts, and/or an A- on Trinity’s 
Expanded Pre-Algebra placement exam for new students. 
 
4219. Algebra IA 
4229. Algebra IB 
Algebra IA and Algebra IB are to be taken in consecutive years in place of the Algebra I course. These two courses 
will provide a firm foundation for more advanced mathematics courses and are intended for the student who will 
benefit from an in-depth, repetitive, slower-paced class environment to allow for full comprehension. Prerequisite: 
C+ or below in Pre-Algebra.  
 
Algebra IA will provide a review of the skills taught in Pre-Algebra and will focus on linear algebra, including 
graphing first degree equations/inequalities, and systems of linear equations/inequalities. All these concepts will be 
taught with a real-life approach and application. 
 
Algebra IB will provide a review of the linear algebra concepts studied in Algebra IA and then continue with studies 
of polynomials, rational expressions, exponential functions, trigonometric ratios, and connections to geometry. All 
these concepts will be taught with a real-life approach and application. 
 
4230. Algebra I   
This course provides the foundation for more advanced mathematics courses. Topics include sets, variables, 
structure and properties of the real number system, solving and graphing first-degree equations/inequalities, 
systems of linear equations/inequalities, integral exponents, operations with polynomials, factoring, operations with 
rational algebraic expressions, relations and functions, quadratic equations, radical expressions, irrational numbers, 
and word problems. Prerequisite: B- in Pre-Algebra or B- on the Algebra I placement test for new students.  
 
4231. Honors Algebra I  
This course provides a rigorous in-depth study of algebra, emphasizing deductive reasoning skills. It is a foundation 
for more advanced mathematics courses, developing the skills needed to solve mathematical problems. Topics 
include, but are not limited to, operations and properties used within the real number system; algebraic and 
graphical solutions to first-degree equations and inequalities in one and two variables; relations and functions; direct 
and inverse variation; operations with polynomials, including all forms of factoring; rational and irrational algebraic 
expressions; quadratic equations; quadratic inequalities; integral and fractional exponents; radical expressions; 
irrational numbers; and word problems. Prerequisites: A on the Honors Algebra I placement test, permission of 
department chair, and summer work (for new students); or a 95 in Pre-Algebra, B+ on the Honors Algebra I 
placement test, permission of the department chair, and summer work; or B+ in Expanded Pre-Algebra; or B+ on the 
Honors Algebra I placement test for new students.  
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4240. Algebra II  
This course continues the study of the structure of algebra and the foundation for applying the skills to other 
mathematical and scientific fields. Topics include extending the study of the structure and properties of the real 
number system, complex numbers, relations, functions and graphs, polynomial functions, quadratic equations and 
inequalities, real exponents, word problems, polynomials and rational expressions, and logarithms. Conic sections 
are introduced if time permits. Prerequisites: Algebra I, or Algebra IA and Algebra IB, and Geometry.  
 
4241. Honors Algebra II  
This advanced course presents an in-depth study with emphasis on theory, proof, and development of formulas, as 
well as their applications. Topics include, but are not limited to, algebraic structure, first-degree equations in one and 
two variables solved algebraically and graphically, systems of equations and inequalities, functions and relations, 
polynomials and rational expressions, exponents and radicals, logarithms, complex numbers, conic sections, 
sequences and series, permutations, combinations, and probability. Prerequisite: B+ in Honors Geometry; at least a 
B+ on the Honors Algebra II placement test for new students; or A+ in Geometry and a teacher recommendation. 
 
4310. Geometry  
Students learn about sets of points in the plane and space, gain understanding of the deductive method of thinking, 
develop creative thinking involving the discovery of relationships and proofs, and develop skill in applying the 
deductive method to mathematical situations. Topics include the Euclidean geometry of lines, planes, angles, 
triangles, polygons, circles, area, volume, similarity, congruence, geometric inequalities, constructions, tessellations 
in the plane, and logic. Prerequisites: Algebra I or Algebra IA and IB.  
 
4311. Honors Geometry  
Students begin the first semester with a rigorous in-depth study of geometry, emphasizing basic concepts and 
properties; methods of proof; angle relationships; triangles, quadrilaterals, and other polygons; perpendicularity and 
parallelism in the plane and in space; congruence of geometrical figures; and midsegment relationships in triangles, 
trapezoids, and quadrilaterals. Topics in the second semester include, but are not restricted to, transformation 
geometry, areas and volumes, circles and spheres, proportionality relationships in polygons, similarity of polygons, 
more advanced work on the Pythagorean Theorem, geometric probability, and an introduction to trigonometry. 
Relevant aspects of algebra, general probability theory, geometric constructions, and some preparation for math 
competitions and the PSAT/SAT are integrated into the curriculum throughout the course. Prerequisites: B+ or 
above in Honors Algebra I, a 95 in Algebra I, or a minimum of B+ on the Honors Geometry placement test for new 
students. 
 
4410. Pre-Calculus   
Content is focused on an in-depth study of various classes of functions, including polynomial, rational, exponential, 
logarithmic, and trigonometric functions. In each case, the nature of graphs and their use as mathematical models for 
solving real-world quantitative problems are explored. Prerequisite: B- or above in Geometry and Algebra II; B- or 
above in College Algebra.  
 
4411. Honors Pre-Calculus  
Content is focused on preparation of prerequisite skills and subject matter required for success in future enrollment 
in Advanced Placement Calculus. Topics include polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric 
functions, limits, conic sections, vectors, sequences and series, and an introduction to calculus. Prerequisite: B+ or 
above in Honors Geometry and Honors Algebra II; A+ in Algebra II with permission of the department chair.  
 
4511. Honors Calculus  
This course provides an introduction to topics covered in a college-level calculus class. These include a review of the 
properties of functions studied in Pre-Calculus, limits and continuity, the derivatives and antiderivatives/integrals of 
functions, and their applications to real-world problems encountered in business and the physical, biological, and 
human sciences. Prerequisite: C or above in Honors Pre-Calculus or 85% or above in Pre-Calculus and permission of 
the department chair.  
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4522. AP Calculus AB  
AP Calculus AB is primarily concerned with developing the students’ understanding of the concepts of calculus and 
providing experiences with its methods and applications. It is a course designed by The College Board and is 
intended to be both challenging and demanding. The four major topics of this course are limits, differential calculus, 
integral calculus, and their applications. Students enrolled in this course who are interested in physics should enroll 
in AP Physics C. Prerequisite: B+ in Honors Pre-Calculus or A+ in Pre-Calculus.  
 
4532. AP Calculus BC  
This course continues the study of calculus begun in AP Calculus AB and includes a review of all the topics of AP 
Calculus AB. The five major topics of this course are limits, differential calculus, integral calculus, polynomial 
approximations and series, and their applications. Parametric, polar, and vector functions will be studied in this 
course. Prerequisite: A minimum score of three on the AP Calculus AB exam.  
 
4542. Advanced Multivariable Calculus 
This course will explore the geometry of higher dimensional Euclidean space. Topics to be covered will include 
vectors, vector functions, partial derivatives, multiple integrals, line integrals, vector fields, Green’s Theorem, and 
Stokes’s Theorem. A robust unit on differential equations will be included to allow students to review the topics of 
single-variable calculus. Additional topics will be included as time permits. Prerequisite: AP Calculus BC. 
 
4712. Advanced Linear Algebra 
Advanced Linear Algebra introduces students to abstract mathematical concepts by way of matrix theory and vector 
spaces. This course focuses on systems of linear equations, matrices, vector spaces, inner product spaces, 
orthogonality, eigenvalues, and eigenvectors. Applications to chemistry, coding theory, cryptography, economics, 
genetics, geometry, graph theory, linear programming, and Markov chains will be included. Additional applications 
and topics will be included as time permits. This course cannot be taken instead of AP Calculus AB or BC. 
Prerequisites:  1) Completion of AP Calculus BC or Advanced Multivariable Calculus; OR 2) may be taken 
concurrently with AP Calculus AB with permission of the Honors Pre-Calculus instructor; OR 3) may be taken 
concurrently with AP Calculus BC and a desire to take two mathematics courses in one year.  
 
 4612. AP Statistics (grades 11-12)  
This course covers the entire AP Statistics syllabus, which is equivalent to a one-semester introductory 
non-calculus-based college course in statistics. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 1) exploring 
data (observing patterns and departures from patterns); 2) planning a study (deciding what and how to measure); 3) 
anticipating patterns (producing models using probability theory and simulation); and 4) statistical inference 
(confirming or disconfirming models through inferential and diagnostic methods). Prerequisite: minimum of B- in 
Honors Pre-Calculus or B in Pre-Calculus. 
 
4610. Statistics (grade 12 only) 
This is an introductory statistics course covering collection, description, interpretation of data, and statistical report 
writing. Topics include sampling and experimentation, descriptive statistics, probability, binomial and normal 
distributions, estimation, and single-sample and two sample hypothesis tests for means and proportions. Additional 
topics will be selected from descriptive methods in regression and correlation and contingency table analysis. 
Prerequisite: completion of Geometry, Algebra II, College Algebra, and/or Pre-Calculus and permission of the 
department chair. Students are advised that the completion of Pre-Calculus is highly recommended and is required 
by many colleges. Students may take Pre-Calculus and Statistics concurrently.  
 
4250. College Algebra (grades 11-12) 
This course reviews basic algebra and progresses through more advanced topics including polynomial and rational 
functions, systems of equations and inequalities, and probability theory. Some basic trigonometry may be covered as 
well. Prerequisites: completion of Geometry and Algebra II or any higher-level course in the regular math track and 
permission of the department chair. Students are advised to enroll in Pre-Calculus at the conclusion of this course.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 
Trinity Prep's physical education program is based on the standards developed by the National Association of Sports 
and Physical Education (NASPE) and Sunshine State Standards (SSS). Daily P.E. is required for students in grades 6 
and 7 throughout the school year. Students in grade 8 participate daily in P.E. for one semester. All activity classes 
are separated by gender. Students are assessed in the following areas: effort and preparedness, motor skills, 
portfolio containing fitness logs and other written assignments, and content knowledge of units. The curriculum 
includes the following units of activity: badminton, basketball, flag football, pickleball, recreational games, soccer, 
softball, swimming, tennis, volleyball, ultimate Frisbee, lacrosse, speedminton, and golf. FitnessGram fitness testing 
is part of the P.E. curriculum as students are tested monthly in one area of health-related fitness. Reports of results 
are sent home during the spring semester. 
 
9906/9916. PE6G and 6B (grade 6) 
9907/9917. PE7G and 7B (grade 7) 
9908/9918.. PE8G and 8B (grade 8) 
 
9909/9919. Personal Fitness (grades 9-12) 
Students in 9th grade are encouraged to complete this course in the fall or spring semester. They may complete the 
course during the summer session prior to their 9th grade year, but space is limited. This course is designed to 
increase the students’ personal fitness level through daily exercise and training, giving students the knowledge and 
desire to establish personal health and fitness programs, helping them realize that daily physical activity will 
increase their energy level and productivity, and providing lifetime fitness activities. The goal of this course is to 
provide participants an overall health and wellness awareness that will lead to behavior change. This course satisfies 
the graduation requirement. 
 
9928/9938. Health and Wellness 8G and 8B (grade 8) 
9929. Health and Wellness  (grades 9-12) 
Students learn the skills they need to become health literate, maintain and improve health, prevent disease, and 
reduce health-related risk behaviors. The curriculum includes units on mental, emotional, social, and family health; 
growth and development; nutrition; personal health; alcohol, tobacco, and drugs; communicable and chronic 
diseases; consumer and community health; and injury prevention and safety. Upper school students who have not 
yet received credit for this course can take it during the fall or spring semester. This course satisfies the graduation 
requirement.  
 
9950. Team Sports and Lifetime Fitness (spring semester – grades 9-12) 
Students will participate in team sports such as basketball, volleyball, and flag football along with activities such as 
strength training and cardiovascular fitness.  Opportunity for dual sports such as tennis and badminton will be offered as 
well. Prerequisite: Personal Fitness 
 
9951. Conditioning I (fall semester – grades 9-12)  
This course is for students who are either staying in shape in season or interested in getting in shape for their 
upcoming season. The purpose of the course is to introduce the students to the basic fundamental principles of 
weight training and conditioning. Areas that will be covered include, but are not limited to, identifying muscles of the 
body, stretching and flexibility, improving cardiovascular fitness, proper use of the equipment, and safety 
precautions while weight training. Prerequisite: Personal Fitness.  
 
9952. Conditioning II (spring semester – grades 9-12)  
The purpose of the course is to expand the student's background on the basic fundamental principles of weight 
training and conditioning and explore the areas of proper nutrition, effects of supplements and drugs, and creation 
of an individual fitness program. Prerequisite: Conditioning I. 
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9940. Team Sports Girls 
9941. Team Sports Boys (semester - grades 6-7)  
The purpose of this semester-long course is to develop the skills and knowledge of team sports such as flag football, 
basketball, volleyball, softball and soccer.  Students will learn and implement basic offensive and defensive tactics in 
a game setting while demonstrating sportsmanship and responsible social behavior in a physical education setting. 
 
9942. Lifetime and Leisure Sports  (semester - grades 6-7)  
The purpose of this semester-long co-ed course is to develop the skills and knowledge of lifetime sports such as 
badminton, tennis, golf, and bowling.  Students will engage in skills and strategies, often competing in a tournament 
type setting.  Students will learn and implement proper etiquette and expectations of these sports. 
 
9943. Camp Games (semester - grades 6-7)  
The purpose of this semester-long co-ed course is to engage in activities such as dodgeball, kickball, mat ball, and 
capture the flag.  Games will be physically active with an emphasis on appropriate social behavior in a physical 
activity setting.  There will be water/pool activities to bring students back to the days of childhood camp. 
 
9944. Yoga and Stress Management (semester - grades 6-7)  
The goal of this semester-long co-ed course is to have students engage in stress management activities such as yoga, 
progressive muscle relaxation, and time management.  Students will gain lifelong benefits from practicing skills to 
help manage stress.   
 

 
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

 
To be informed citizens today, students must understand the language, dispositions, and methods of science. The 
science department strives to develop scientific literacy by giving the student a thorough understanding of scientific 
principles. A successful science student develops the characteristics, attitudes, and techniques of a scientist, some of 
which are an inquiring mind, accurate and critical observation, alertness to recognize the unexpected, willingness to 
reject old ideas and to accept new ones when sufficient data warrant, resistance to the tendency to make 
generalizations on the basis of insufficient data, and scientific writing.  
 
Laboratory work is central to every course; it is this experimentation which distinguishes science from other 
disciplines.  
 
Students who do not meet the grade prerequisite for a course may initiate an appeals process, which includes a 
recommendation from previous science teachers, a department chair meeting with the director of curriculum to 
evaluate students’ overall academic performance, and a final decision made by the department chair and the 
director of curriculum. 
 
In the upper school, students with a strong science background may wish to take two science courses in the same 
academic year. This is a viable option for students who have consistently maintained the highest level of academic 
success, who meet all the additional prerequisites for the course, and who receive a recommendation from the 
current science teacher. Rising 9th graders may be eligible for dual science enrollment if they have maintained a 4.0 
GPA in middle school. Student placement in more than one science course per year is dependent upon availability of 
space in the class. Finally, the number of major assessments per day is generally limited to two. However, dual 
science enrollment may necessitate three assessments on a given day. Students should be prepared to handle this 
increased workload.  
 
5110. Science 6   
This course is an integrated introduction to the major areas of biology, physical science, and chemistry, focusing on 
selected topics in exploring life, understanding matter,  energy, and experimental design. A “hands-on” approach 
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develops the students’ powers of observation and critical-thinking skills. Students learn the proper use of basic 
laboratory equipment and procedures. Special emphasis is placed on the scientific method, collection of data, 
primary sources research, and the use of technology in science..  
 
5120. Science 7   
This course is a continuation of the topics introduced in Science 6 with a more in-depth focus on physical science. 
Concepts in the selected topics of force and motion, energy, interactions of matter, and the basic principles of 
chemistry will be introduced. A "hands-on" approach will continue to develop the students' powers of observation 
and critical-thinking skills. Students will learn the proper use of additional laboratory equipment and procedures. 
Special emphasis will continue to be placed on the scientific method, experimental design, and the collection and 
analysis of data.  
 
5130. Science 8   
This course is a continuation of the topics introduced in Science 6 and Science 7. Students will focus more in depth 
on the integrated areas of biology, physical science, and chemistry. Other concepts will be introduced in the selected 
topics of motion and energy, interactions of matter, and heredity and human body systems. A “hands-on” approach 
will continue to develop the students’ powers of observation and critical-thinking skills. Students will learn the 
proper use of additional laboratory equipment and procedures. Special emphasis will continue to be placed on the 
use of the microscope, the scientific method, and the collection and analysis of data.  
 
 
 
5210. Biology (grade 9) 
This course explores major themes of biology through rigorous laboratory investigations, problem-based research, 
conceptual understanding, and writing. Systems and design thinking are developed. Assessment rigor is shifted to 
focus on lab write-ups, projects, presentations, and daily productivity. Quizzes and tests are given, but minimized. 
Students discuss contemporary topics as well as the social issues related to biology. Laboratory skills are continually 
reinforced, with particular emphasis on experimental design and analysis. A grade of B+ or higher in Biology serves 
as a prerequisite to many upper school science courses.  
 
5211. Honors Biology (grade 9) 
This upper school course emphasizes the ten major themes of biology: biological systems, cell theory, form and 
function, inheritance by reproduction, environmental interaction, energy, regulation, evolution and adaptation, 
bioethics, and science as inquiry. Students discuss contemporary topics as well as the social issues related to biology. 
Laboratory skills are continually reinforced, with particular emphasis on data accumulation and analysis. A grade of 
B+ or higher in Honors Biology serves as a prerequisite to many upper school science courses. 
 
5311. Honors Chemistry   
Students learn the basic principles of chemistry, including a logical problem-solving approach as applied to chemical 
theories. Some concepts examined include states of matter, atomic theory and structure, stoichiometry, 
thermodynamics, and qualitative analysis. Laboratory experimentation reinforces the theoretical modes studied in 
the classroom. Prerequisite:  a B in Biology or Honors Biology and at least a B in Algebra I or Honors Algebra I.  
 
5510. Florida Ecology 
The goal of this course is to introduce students to ecological concepts through the lens of  the natural ecosystems 
and native species of Florida. By the end of the course, students should be conversant in major ecological ideas and 
able to identify the major ecosystems of Florida and many of the native plant and animal species. Additionally, 
students will learn how to collect, manage, and analyze ecological data. Prerequisite: Biology or Honors Biology. 
 
5710. Earth and Space Science 
Earth and Space Science covers areas of geology, meteorology, and, astronomy,  with some additional  concepts in 
chemistry and physics. Laboratory investigations, including the use of scientific inquiry, research, measurement, 
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problem solving, and experimental procedures, are an integral part of this course. This course will help students 
develop the following science practices: asking scientific questions, developing and using models, planning and 
carrying out investigations, analyzing and interpreting data, using mathematics and computational thinking, 
engaging in argument from evidence, and evaluating and communicating information. Prerequisite: Biology or 
Honors Biology. 
 
5611. Honors Anatomy and Physiology 
This advanced course is designed for the self-motivated student who has a strong interest in the biological sciences. 
A college-level textbook is used. The course includes an in-depth study of the structure and function of the human 
body. All systems and their interdependence are discussed. Laboratory activities supplement the lecture material, 
including microscope work and use of working models. A portion of the course is devoted to dissections, including 
individual organs such as the brain and heart. Students will also be responsible for a research project during the year. 
Prerequisites: B+ in Biology or Honors Biology and recommendation of biology instructor. 
   
5522. AP Environmental Science   
This course will introduce students to scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the 
interrelationships of a natural world. Students will identify and analyze environmental problems, both natural and 
human-caused, evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and examine alternative solutions for 
resolving them. AP Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary and applied subject that requires students not only 
to use their past scientific knowledge, but also to combine that knowledge with social and economic understanding. 
Students will be required to keep a lab book and will conduct several in-class and outdoor research projects 
throughout the year. Prerequisites: B+ in Biology or Honors Biology, B+ in Honors Chemistry, and permission of the 
department chair and director of curriculum.  
 
5222. AP Biology  
AP Biology is  the equivalent of a college introductory biology course taken by biology majors during their first year. 
Students cultivate their understanding of biological science as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular 
processes (energy, homeostasis, and communication), genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions. The 
course focuses on enduring, conceptual understandings and the content that supports them. Students develop 
essential reasoning skills with an emphasis on inquiry-based laboratory investigation.. Prerequisites: B+ in Biology or 
Honors Biology, B+ in Honors Chemistry, and recommendation from current science instructor or department chair. 
  
5411. Honors Physics (grades 10-12) 
Students learn the fundamental laws of physics. First semester is devoted to the study of kinematics and Newtonian 
mechanics, while second semester includes the study of electricity, magnetism, waves, light, and optics. These 
subjects are presented in a context that is related to everyday, observable phenomena and are accompanied by 
numerous demonstrations and laboratory exercises. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra II.  
   
5422. AP Physics 1 
In this college-level course, students will build upon their knowledge of the basic natural laws governing the 
following specific areas: kinematics, Newton’s Laws, circular motion, universal gravitation, harmonic motion, 
momentum, work, energy, rotational motion, electrostatics, DC circuits (resistors only), waves, and sound. Concepts 
are reinforced with numerous laboratory investigations and experiments. As advised by the College Board 
Advanced Placement program, special attention will be paid to the “7 Big Ideas” of physics. Students must take the 
AP Physics 1 exam. As AP Physics 1 is an introductory course, students should plan to take AP Physics 2 or AP 
Physics C the next academic year. Prerequisite: Successful completion of an Algebra II course.  
 
5432. AP Physics 2 
AP Physics 2 is a continuation of the physics concepts learned in AP Physics 1. It is an algebra-based, college-level 
physics course that explores topics such as fluid statics and dynamics, thermodynamics with kinetic theory, PV 
diagrams and probability, electrostatics, electrical circuits with capacitors, magnetic fields, electromagnetism, 
physical geometric optics, and quantum, atomic, and nuclear physics. Through inquiry-based learning, students will 
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develop scientific critical thinking and reasoning skills. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of AP Physics 1 and a 
recommendation from a previous science teacher. AP Physics 1 exam scores will be considered prior to placement in 
AP Physics 2. 
   
 5442. AP Physics C   
This is a calculus-based course paralleling college physics. It includes an in-depth study of Newtonian mechanics and 
electromagnetism. Concepts are reinforced with laboratory investigations and experiments. Students must take the 
AP Physics C Mechanics and the AP Physics C Electricity and Magnetism exams. Prerequisite: Successful completion 
of AP Physics 1 AND concurrent enrollment in either of the AP Calculus courses, with AP Calculus BC 
recommended.  
 
5322. AP Chemistry   
This course meets seven periods a week in the first semester and five  periods a week in the second semester, 
requiring registration for two consecutive periods (e.g. periods 3 & 4). The course is structured according to the 
College Board course description for AP Chemistry. It includes a detailed study of bonding, chemical reactions, 
equilibrium, electrochemistry, thermodynamics, and kinetics. Prerequisite: B+ in Honors Chemistry and a 
recommendation from previous chemistry instructor.  
 
 
 
 
5810. Independent Research and Engineering Design (fall semester - grades 9-12) 
Student researchers will learn traditional experimental approaches to investigation, basic statistical analysis, and 
research methods. Each student will propose a research question, design and conduct an original experiment, or 
focus on a specific problem in engineering and present the findings at a research symposium. Students who register 
for the course also commit to entering their research in a local science fair and will receive teacher support to enter 
their research in science competitions at the state and local level and in online forums, if eligible. Prerequisite: An 
application must be submitted to the instructor prior to placement in the course. 
 
5815. Science Writing (spring semester – grades 10-12) 
Students will explore the craft of making scientific concepts, discoveries, and research literature accessible to 
general readers through articles, blogs, and long-form writing. Topics for reading and writing will include natural 
sciences, medicine, technology, and current events in the science community. The student writers will focus on 
effective communication through close reading, peer editing, and writing exercises. Science enthusiasts will develop 
their communication skills, and proficient writers will grow in science literacy. Prerequisite: An application must be 
submitted to the instructor prior to placement in the course. 
 
5811. Honors CSI: Forensic Science (semester) 
This course is designed for students interested in learning the disciplines of forensic science and crime-scene 
investigations. Students will be introduced to some of the specialized fields of forensic science. Topics will include 
blood spatter and pattern analysis, death investigation, ballistics, trace evidence, toxicology, entomology, 
anthropology, and DNA. Students will explore the forensic analysis of substances such as fingerprints, soil, hair, 
bullets, gunpowder, blood, and drugs; they will be expected to understand at an introductory level. This class will 
include a mixture of laboratory experiments, demonstrations, and speakers who are experts in the field. 
Prerequisite: Completion of Biology or Honors Biology, Honors Chemistry and Algebra II (or current enrollment) 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Charting a Course: History for the 21st Century 
 

The vision of the social science department is to develop well-educated people who share a body of knowledge, 
understand common cultural references, preserve a set of values, acknowledge the role of religion and ethics, and 
are prepared to participate with confidence in the dynamics of political, economic, and social groups.  
 
3110. Ancient Civilizations and Geography  (grade 6) 
This course provides an in-depth study and analysis of the world’s ancient civilizations. Students will learn about the 
people and events that helped shape the major Western and non-Western civilizations of the world, beginning with 
the early Stone Age and ending with the Roman Empire, a time span that will cover nearly 7,000 years. Significant 
emphasis will be placed on the everyday lives, problems, and various accomplishments of these civilizations as well 
as their role in developing social, economic, and political structures that connect the ancient and contemporary 
worlds. 
 
3120. U.S. History (grade 7) 
This course presents a dynamic chronological history of the United States, from the period of early exploration of 
North America to the contemporary United States. Important themes include the development of a uniquely 
American national identity and vision from a diverse population, developing and evolving democratic and social 
institutions, and America’s changing role in the global community. Through this course students will become more 
aware of and better understand the origin and impact of significant historical events, people, and ideas that shape 
our society.  
 
3130. Civics (grade 8) 
This course is directed toward developing a sound, basic understanding of the theories, structure, and functions of 
the U.S. political system. Students learn the rights and responsibilities of citizens and the importance of individual 
civic participation in the democratic process. Topics include analysis of the three branches of government at the 
local, state, and federal levels; the role of the political parties; and economic fundamentals. Students also learn about 
foreign affairs and selected social, economic, and political problems. 
 
Upper school students must complete a minimum of 4.5 credits in social science for graduation.  
 
3.0 credits taken in grades 9-11: 

● Grade 9      World History to 1550  OR  Honors World History to 1550 
● Grade 10    Honors World History 1550-Present  OR  AP World History 
● Grade 11    Honors American History  OR  AP United States History 

 
1.0 credit from the following options (can be taken in grade 11 and/or 12):  

● AP Microeconomics/AP Macroeconomics  OR  Honors Economics plus another ½ credit social science 
course 

 
.5 credit from one of the following options: 

● Introduction to Ethics 
● Introduction to the Bible  
● World Religions  
● Ethical Leadership  
● Introduction to Social Media and Ethics  
● MSON Honors Medical Bioethics  
● MSON Honors Environmental Bioethics  
● Christianity and Film (summer school only) 
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3210. World History to 1550 (grade 9) 
This study of world history and geography provides an extensive survey of history from ancient civilizations to 1550. 
This course uses a high school-level textbook and addresses skills required in either AP World History or Honors 
World History in 10th grade. To be eligible for AP World History, students must receive a grade of A or higher and 
demonstrate the writing ability necessary to handle the demands of an AP level history course.  
 
3211. Honors World History to 1550 (grade 9) 
This study of world history and geography provides an extensive survey of history from ancient civilizations to 1550. 
This course uses a college-level textbook and addresses skills in preparation for AP World History in 10th grade. To 
be eligible for AP World History, students must receive a grade of B+ or higher and demonstrate the writing ability 
necessary to handle the demands of an AP level history course. There is no prerequisite for admission into this 
course. 
 
3221. Honors World History 1550-Present (grade 10) 
This course covers the major world civilizations, beginning with a study of the factors that brought the world 
together and the creation of a global community: the Age of Discovery and the Columbian Exchange. The course 
then shifts towards the great ideas that shaped the modern world: nationalism, liberalism, and the expansion of 
human rights and liberties through the study of the Revolutionary period to the early modern period. The second 
semester is devoted to an analysis of the cataclysmic 20th century. Students will analyze the root causes of the 
World Wars, the communist revolutions in Europe and Asia, and the formation of the post-Cold War society. As a 
final note, students should understand that this is a world history course displaying the development of the 
contemporary world through the perspective of cultures outside the United States. 
 
3222. AP World History (grade 10) 
This highly challenging course covers world history from 1200 CE through the beginning of the 21st century. The AP 
World History course provides a clear framework of four chronological periods, viewed through the lens of related 
key concepts and course themes, accompanied by a set of skills that clearly define what it means to think historically. 
Prerequisites: A in World History to 1550 or B+ in Honors World History to 1550, B+ in 9th grade English, and 
permission of the current history teacher and the department chair. 
 
3311. Honors American History (grade 11) 
The theme of this course is how modern-day America has been affected by events leading up to and through the Civil 
War. The opening six weeks of the course will cover federalism, expansion, and the Civil War, which will be treated 
as a key turning point in the development of the country. We will spend the remainder of the year looking at how this 
early time period influenced the development of modern America. The reading in the course will focus primarily on 
one text, supplemented with additional readings. The course will end with a unit on globalization, 9/11, and the 
current war on terror.  
 
3312.  AP United States History (grade 11) 
This course can be taken in place of Honors American History by students who want the additional challenge of 
college-level work. The course is an in-depth study of the entire scope of U.S. history, with emphasis on critical 
thinking and evaluative writing. Text material is college-level, and students are encouraged to read outside sources 
of historical interpretation. Prerequisites: B+ or higher in previous year's social science course and permission of the 
current history teacher and the department chair.  
 
3412. AP European History (grades 11-12) 
While a global approach to the study of history is important, the world we live in today has been significantly 
shaped—for better and for worse—by the inhabitants of Europe. This survey course exposes students to the history 
of Europe since 1450. A variety of perspectives—political, diplomatic, economic, social, intellectual, and 
cultural—will be explored so that students can enhance their understanding of Europe’s impact on all aspects of the 
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modern world. While much of the course is devoted to these perspectives, there will also be an emphasis on analysis 
of primary documents, identification and evaluation of historical interpretation, and the development of writing and 
critical thinking skills vital to success on the Advanced Placement examination. Prerequisites: B+ or higher in 
previous social science course and permission of the current history teacher and the department chair. 
 
3411. Honors The Third Reich and the Final Solution (semester – grades 11-12) 
This course will examine the appeal of the German National Socialist Party, the rise of the party during the Weimar 
period, the use of terror and propaganda to maintain power, the European war, and the “Final Solution” to the 
“Jewish Question.”  Other topics covered will include the question of German guilt as expressed in Goldhagen’s 
book, “Hitler’s Willing Executioners,” resistance efforts (Valkyrie), the myth of the invincible Wehrmacht, and Nazi 
historiography as expressed in books and film. Prerequisite: B+ in previous year’s social science course. 
 
3511. Honors Economics (semester – grades 11-12)   
This course covers basic economic concepts and will be an introduction to both microeconomics, the study of the 
nature and functions of individual decision makers in the modern economic system, and macroeconomics, the 
economic system as a whole. Students will participate in the Florida Stock Market Challenge as a term project for 
this course.  
 
3611. Honors Government (semester – grades 11-12) 
Students in this course will examine the structure and function of our government with regard to the current 
political system, public policy, and the impacts of those policies. In addition to the text, the students will use 
newspaper articles, editorials, speeches, political debates, Supreme Court cases, and political films to explore the 
contemporary scope of government in the United States.  
 
3410. Italian Renaissance Art, 1300-1550 (spring semester – grades 10-12) 
This course explores Renaissance art in the context of the culture of the Italian city-states in the 14th through 16th 
centuries. Students will trace the beginnings of the “rebirth” of the visual arts in Italy and examine the series of 
masterpieces created during this time, focusing on the major artistic centers of Rome, Florence and Venice while 
learning about the leading patrons and artists of Renaissance Italy. They will analyze works of art in formal terms as 
well as learning how they were influenced by the political, social, and religious issues of the era.  
 
3512. AP Microeconomics/AP Macroeconomics (grades 11-12) 
This college-level course is comprised of two one-semester AP courses. Students will learn about the nature and 
functions of individual decision makers in the modern economic system, as well as the principles of economics that 
apply to an economic system as a whole. Specific topics include the nature of product markets, factor markets, the 
role of government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy, the study of national income and 
price-level determination, economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic 
growth, and international economics. Students will prepare for both the AP Microeconomics and AP 
Macroeconomics exams. Prerequisites: B+ or higher in previous year’s social science course, completion of or 
concurrent enrollment in Precalculus, and permission of the current history teacher and the department chair. 
 
3622. AP U.S. Government and Politics/AP Comparative Government (grades 11-12)  
In this year-long course, students are offered the opportunity to examine the structures and processes of the 
American political system. The curriculum places equal emphasis on formalized institutions, influential non 
governmental groups (political parties, lobbyists, mass media), and policymaking (especially civil liberties). 
Significant time is also allocated to the comparative study of politics in six countries: Great Britain, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Russia, China, and Iran. This course prepares students to take both the AP U.S. Government and AP Comparative 
Government exams. Prerequisites:  A- or higher in previous year’s social science course and permission of the 
current history teacher and department chair. 
 
3612. AP U.S. Government (grades 11-12) 
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This is a year-long course focusing on the unique forms and processes in the American political system. Students will 
delve into American political topics such as political behavior, civil rights and liberties, and policy development while 
simultaneously gaining an in-depth understanding of the modern political institutions that govern public reaction to 
these topics. The course will feature a text, with supplements from a variety of primary sources, academic journals, 
and news outlets, and a variety of projects, case studies, and hands-on activities. Students interested in law and 
American politics are encouraged to consider this course as it is designed to teach the fundamental principles of the 
American political system and provide a base for more advanced political science studies in college. Prerequisite: B+ 
in previous year’s history course and approval of the instructor and department chair. 
 
3242. AP Human Geography (fall semester – grades 11-12) 
This course will cover the entire AP Human Geography curriculum in a single semester. Human geography 
introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, 
and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social 
organization and its environmental consequences. The course covers topics such as population and migration, 
political geography, conflict, rural and urban land use, agriculture, and industry. Prerequisite: B+ in previous year’s 
history course and approval from the instructor and department chair.  
 
3810. Psychology (semester – grades 10-12)   
Students examine the history of psychology from ancient to modern times. Early philosophers and schools of 
psychology are studied. Major psychological theorists' lives, theoretical concepts, and important research are 
discussed. Topics include development, personality, abnormal psychology and treatment of psychological disorders, 
social psychology, cognition and language, learning and memory, intelligence and its measurement, sensation and 
perception, and motivation and emotion. Introduction to experimental methods and influential experiments in the 
history of psychology are also covered.  
 
3812. AP Psychology (year - grades 11-12)  
This advanced course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental 
processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with each of the major sub-fields in psychology and learn about the methods psychologists 
use in their science and practice. Main topics include methods, history, biological bases of behavior, sensation and 
perception, motivation and emotion, developmental psychology, personality, testing, abnormal psychology, 
treatment, and social psychology. Prerequisites: B+ or higher in previous year's social science course, or permission 
of the AP Psychology teacher and the department chair.  
 
3730 Ethical Leadership (semester – grades 10-12) 
Students will explore a multitude of ethics and leadership theories while also exploring how these theories can be 
used in real-life scenarios. Students will also develop an understanding of their own ethical roots and leadership 
styles. The first part of the class focuses on gaining a strong foundation in theory, while the second part looks at ways 
this can be applied to their surroundings. Students will use current readings as well as movie clips and other sources 
to supplement class discussions. The class will be taught by the guidance department in conjunction with experts in 
the leadership field. Students will be required to participate in a community service project that they coordinate and 
implement throughout the semester.  This course fulfills the additional ½ credit social science requirement for 
graduation.  
 
3710. Introduction to Ethics – Religion, Philosophy, and Popular Culture (semester – grades 10-12)   
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to ethics through philosophical reflection  and moral 
deliberation. We will concern ourselves with not only what actions are morally right or morally wrong, but what 
makes actions morally right or wrong. Special attention will be paid to altruism, honesty, Deontology. Utilitarianism, 
and Virtue Ethics. Following a brief survey of the ancient philosophies of Socrates, Aristotle, and Plato, we will shift 
to the writings of Immanuel Kant and John Stuart Mill to understand the evolution of western ethical traditions. This 
will be followed by exploration of contemporary issues such as human rights, animal rights, business ethics, and 
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biomedical ethics. A capstone project is the completion of an individual personal code of ethics. This course fulfills 
the ½ credit  ethics requirement for graduation. 
 
 
3740. Introduction to the Bible (semester – grades 9-12)   
This course is a survey of the Hebrew and Christian Testaments of the Bible, with emphasis on major stories and 
passages. Reading and discussing biblical texts and connecting the texts to the development of both Judaism and 
Christianity, as well as the premise that knowledge of the Bible is essential to understanding western culture, are the 
focuses of the class. This course fulfills the additional ½ credit social science requirement for graduation.  
 
3720. World Religions (semester – grades 10-12)  
Students will be exposed to the faith traditions, practices, and sacred writings of primal religions, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. If there is time, other traditions prevalent in the world will be explored. 
Through reading, research, project presentations, field trips, and other experiences, the class will consider each 
tradition in the light of the basic questions of a worldview: Is there a god, and if so, what is his/her/their/its nature? 
What are human beings, and do they have a purpose? What constitutes the "good life?” Why is there suffering? Is 
there an afterlife, and, if so, does it have any bearing on one’s current existence? This course fulfills the additional ½ 
credit social science requirement for graduation.  
 
7410. Introduction to Social Media and Ethics (semester – grades 10-12) 
This course provides students with an introduction to the history, theory, and implementation of ethics as they apply 
to users and consumers of social media. Social media tools enable individuals to create, collaborate, and share with 
audiences of all sizes. Students will explore the possibilities, limitations, and ethical uses of social media through 
hands-on experience, case studies, timely readings, guest speakers, and class discussions. This course fulfills either a 
Computer Science or Social Science (ethics) ½ credit for graduation. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

 
In an increasingly global society, it is essential that students develop good language and communication skills. 
Linguistic proficiency and cultural understanding achieved by study of languages other than English will aid students 
seeking success in college and beyond. The world languages department is devoted to helping students achieve the 
proficiency to use language in their future role as world citizens.  
 
Students begin world language study in the 6th grade and can progress to college-level courses. While the minimum 
requirement is two consecutive years of one language and continuous language study through 10th grade, Trinity 
encourages continuing language study throughout upper school, reaching the highest level of individual proficiency 
possible.  
 
The WE Service component in AP French and Spanish involves service learning and applying academic learning 
through  meaningful community-based involvement. It incorporates hands-on projects into AP courses and 
empowers students to become leaders and agents of change. 

 
FRENCH 

 
2200. French IA (grades 6-7) 
This course is designed for students who have not had prior exposure to French. Oral aspects of the language are 
emphasized, with attention also given to promoting proficiency in speaking, listening, writing, and reading skills. 
Students are introduced to the basic principles of French grammar. Culture and geography of the French-speaking 
world are introduced.  
 
2205. French IB (grades 7-8) 
The primary goal of this course is to develop oral proficiency through frequent oral presentations, oral drills, and 
songs. More complex grammar is studied, such as the past tenses of the indicative and elements of the subjunctive 
present. Upon successful completion of this course, students advance to French II. Prerequisite: French IA. 
 
2210. French I (grade 8-12) 
The primary goal in French I is to develop oral proficiency through frequent oral presentations, oral drills, and songs. 
Grammar is also a vital component with the study of the indicative present and past tenses, as well as the study of 
some elements of the subjunctive present. Culture is a significant part of this course. Students learn the geography 
and history of France as well as its language.  
 
2220. French II  
In this course, a continued emphasis is placed on the development of oral proficiency. Frequent oral presentations 
are given throughout the school year. The study of grammar is reinforced and expanded. Culture is an integral part 
of the curriculum. The study of the French provinces and Quebec is included. Prerequisite: French I or French IB. 
 
2230. French III 
French is spoken almost exclusively in this class. Oral proficiency continues to be emphasized through frequent oral 
presentations and impromptu questions. The study of grammatical structures is also further explored. Culture is 
present through an overview of modern history and of the scientific advances of France. Current events are also 
discussed through the readings of newspaper articles and watching TV broadcasts. Prerequisite: French II. 
 
2231. Honors French III  
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In this course, the study of advanced grammatical structures complements an increased emphasis on composition 
writing. The class is conducted entirely in French, and students are expected to participate in class discussions and to 
speak French at all times. Oral presentations followed by impromptu questions continue to be emphasized to 
optimize oral proficiency. Current events are also discussed through the reading of newspaper articles and watching 
TV broadcasts. Students explore real-world problems and challenges, following the project-based learning approach. 
Students are encouraged to follow the Honors sequence leading to AP French Language. Prerequisites:  B+ in French 
II and permission of the instructor. 
 
2240. French IV 
The purpose of this course is to further increase students’ knowledge of French through the study of its culture and 
grammar while continuing to emphasize speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. Instruction materials include 
authentic audio and video recordings in addition to a variety of authentic texts. Students will also be introduced to 
literature from the French-speaking world. The class is conducted entirely in French, and students are expected to 
participate in class discussions and to speak French at all times in order to increase oral proficiency. Prerequisite: 
French III. 
 
2241. Honors French IV  
This course is primarily designed to prepare students for the AP French Language course, focusing on strengthening 
all four language skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Grammar is reviewed. Essay writing and 
impromptu speaking skills reflect a growing ability to analyze and synthesize information from a variety of sources. 
Instruction materials include authentic audio and video recordings in addition to a variety of authentic literary and 
non-literary texts. Students will also be introduced to literature from the French-speaking world. The class is 
conducted entirely in French, and student participation is vital for success, as oral proficiency is emphasized. 
Prerequisites:  B+ in Honors French III and recommendation of the Honors French III instructor.  
 
2252. AP French Language and Culture with WE Service 
This is a college-level course designed to meet the needs of highly motivated students interested in a college-level 
intensive language study through language immersion. By stressing speaking, reading, writing, and listening, 
students work towards proficiency in interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational communication. The AP French 
Language and Culture course enables advanced French students to improve writing skills and problem-solving 
techniques in preparation for the AP Exam. Students explore the French-speaking world through a variety of 
perspectives based on authentic and up-to-date materials and the use of French media. Prerequisites: B+ in Honors 
French IV and permission of the instructor.  
 
2260.  Cinema for French Conversation 
In this project-based course, students will discover French and Francophone culture through the prism of cinema by 
putting the films into their social, historical and philosophical context. Through the study of French and Francophone 
cinema, students will enhance their mastery of the four essential communicative skills (speaking, listening, writing 
and reading) and further appreciate cultural diversity within the French speaking world. Prerequisites: completion of 
French IV,  Honors French IV or AP French Language and Culture with WE Service 
 
2270. Advanced French Independent Study (grade 12 only) 
This year-long course will be divided into four quarters during which pre-approved students will research and 
become specialists on a topic of personal interest with the guidance of their supervising teacher. Areas of research 
may include, but are not limited to, Francophone Cinema, Literature, History, Music, Politics, Architecture, and 
Culinary Arts. Weekly meetings will take place with the supervising teacher, and each quarter will culminate with a 
graded research portfolio, including a written thesis, an oral presentation, and other submissions. Creativity, 
commitment, independence and diligence are key for successful completion of this advanced course . Prerequisite: 
AP French Language and Culture. 
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LATIN 
 
2100. Latin IA (grades 6-7) 
In this introduction to the language and culture of the Roman world, students acquire the skills needed to read and 
use Latin as soon as possible. The study of English derivatives based on Latin vocabulary is an important element of 
the class. 
 
2105. Latin IB (grades 7-8) 
Students are introduced to more sophisticated sentence patterns, and grammatical concepts are reinforced and 
augmented. In addition to new Latin vocabulary, students expand their English vocabulary through the study of 
derivatives while continuing to develop the skills needed to read Latin immediately. They also build on the 
pronunciation, aural comprehension, and speaking of Latin begun in level IA. Prerequisite: Latin IA.  
 
2110. Latin I (grades 8-12) 
This is a combination of Latin IA and Latin IB. Students are introduced to the language and culture of the Roman 
world and learn basic grammatical concepts and terminology. In addition to new Latin vocabulary, students expand 
their English vocabulary through the study of derivatives. They are introduced to spoken Latin. Students develop the 
skills needed to read Latin immediately. 
 
2120. Latin II (grades 8-12) 
Students learn more sophisticated sentence patterns and grammatical concepts. They expand their knowledge of 
Latin vocabulary, English derivatives, and Roman culture. Prerequisites: the recommendation of current instructor 
and completion of Latin I.  
 
2131. Honors Latin III  
This course completes the introductory curriculum and refines and reviews knowledge of grammar and vocabulary 
from previous years. Students translate original Latin authors, both prose writers and poets, for the first time. They 
are introduced to Latin meter, scansion, and poetic devices. The Latin authors are presented in historical context. 
Derivative work continues. Prerequisites: Recommendation of current instructor and completion of Latin II. 
 
2141. Honors Latin IV   
Students read original passages from Caesar and Cicero and verses from the poetry of Vergil, Ovid, Catullus, and 
Horace. They expand their knowledge of the language through selections of authentic Latin texts from the medieval 
and Renaissance writers:  Bede, Einhard, Copernicus, Holberg, and Erasmus. Students analyze different styles of 
writing. They master all the essential elements of classical Latin grammar and syntax. They practice how to recognize 
and read different poetic meters and discuss rhetorical and poetic devices. Through many projects and 
presentations, students deepen their understanding of western civilization. Prerequisites: Recommendation of 
current instructor and completion of Honors Latin III.  
 
2150. Advanced Latin Survey Course 
This is a survey course which begins with translating archaic writers (Livius Andronicus) and continues through the 
Silver (Tacitus) and Medieval Ages (Carmina Burana). Students traditionally study authors from the Classical Age, so 
this is an opportunity to read something different. The texts are online with some of the more obscure vocabulary 
added; students can download and bring them to class for reading aloud, translation, analysis of changes in language 
and grammar, and historical/cultural background discussion. Prerequisite: Completion of Honors Latin IV or AP 
Latin. 
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2152. AP Latin 
Students study Vergil's “Aeneid” and selections from Caesar’s “Gallic War.” The syllabus is determined by the 
College Board AP Latin Committee, and students prepare for the national examination in May. Prerequisites: 
Permission of the instructor and a B+ or above in Honors Latin IV.  

SPANISH 
 
2300. Spanish IA (grades 6-7) 
This course is intended as an introduction to Spanish in middle school. Students begin to master basic vocabulary 
and grammatical concepts through listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities and start to appreciate 
Hispanic traditions and culture. Frequent assessments help in the development of oral proficiency. 
 
2305. Spanish IB (grades 7-8) 
The Spanish IB curriculum provides a continuation of foundation building through conversation and study of basic 
grammatical structures. A continuing goal is the development of oral proficiency.  
 
2310. Spanish I (grades 8-12) 
This course is an introduction to Spanish. Students begin to develop mastery of basic grammar and vocabulary 
through listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities. Communication activities build oral proficiency. 
 
2320. Spanish II (grades 8-12) 
This course continues to focus on skills learned in Spanish I by engaging students in open-ended communication. 
Students learn about cities, traditions, and customs in the Hispanic world and get a deeper understanding of 
grammar, increasing their confidence in speaking and listening comprehension. The course’s ultimate goal is to equip 
students with a strong foundation to successfully continue their studies of Spanish in an increasingly demanding 
world market.  
 
2321. Honors Spanish II 
This course stresses oral proficiency through extensively studying grammar. Students are encouraged to go beyond 
the skills presented in the text and to express themselves in writing and speaking. This class is conducted in Spanish, 
and students are required to use Spanish at all times. Students in this class are highly motivated and active learners 
who understand and appreciate the demands of a global community. Prerequisites: B+ or higher in Spanish IB or 
Spanish I and instructor’s recommendation.  
 
2330. Spanish III  
This course focuses on everyday communication and prepares the student to use the language appropriately in a 
variety of situations and contexts, both in speech and writing. The skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
are taught through the study of a wide range of materials. This class is conducted primarily in Spanish, and students 
are expected to participate in class discussions and to speak Spanish as much as possible to increase oral proficiency. 
The course includes insights into the cultures of Latin America and Spain. Prerequisite: Spanish II. 
 
2331. Honors Spanish III  
This course focuses on enhancement of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. An overview of Latin American 
culture and geography, as well as insights into the culture of Spain, is included. Study of advanced grammar 
structures complements an increased emphasis on composition writing. The class is conducted entirely in Spanish, 
and students are expected to participate in class discussions and to speak Spanish at all times in order to increase 
oral proficiency. Students are encouraged to follow the Honors sequence leading to AP Spanish Language and 
Culture and AP Spanish Literature. Prerequisites: B+ in Honors Spanish II and permission of the instructor.  
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2340. Spanish IV  
The purpose of this course is to continue learning Spanish and to further increase students’ knowledge through the 
study of culture and grammar while continuing to develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. The fourth 
year of language acquisition is challenging, yet exciting, as we progress to more complex communication skills, with 
an emphasis on vocabulary building. The class is conducted entirely in Spanish, and students are expected to 
participate in class discussions and to speak Spanish at all times in order to increase oral proficiency. Prerequisite: 
Spanish III.  
2341. Honors Spanish IV  
Although this course is primarily designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Spanish Language 
course, it is also an excellent course for seniors who plan to continue their language studies at the university level. 
The course focuses on strengthening all four language skills of reading, listening, writing, and speaking. Grammar 
from previous levels is reviewed and reinforced before proceeding to increasingly complicated and sophisticated 
grammatical structures. Essay writing and impromptu speaking activities are designed to foster a growing ability to 
express complex thoughts with increasing confidence. Students will also be introduced to literature from the 
Spanish-speaking world. The class is conducted entirely in Spanish, and student participation and engagement are 
vital for success since oral proficiency is emphasized. Prerequisites: B+ in Honors Spanish III and permission of the 
instructor. 
 
2350. Cinema for Spanish Conversation 
This project-based course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to practice the language through 
discussion of selected films and related topics of interest. It will enable students to expand and enrich their 
knowledge of the diverse cultures of the Hispanic world by exploring ideological, philosophical, social, and political 
points of view through film. Since this is not a grammar-based course, group projects throughout the year permit 
students to further research the culture and history of both Spain and various countries in Latin America and to 
make comparisons with their own culture. All projects, whether student films, debates, mock trials, or other formats, 
allow students to synthesize and creatively utilize the knowledge of Spanish acquired in previous years. 
Prerequisite: Spanish IV or Honors Spanish IV. 
 
2351. Honors Spanish Language for Specific Purposes (grade 12 only) 
Global competency implies that students have developed skills that include investigation, cultural perspectives, and 
communication skills in several disciplines such as business, health, law and STEM. This year-long course is designed 
to prepare students to apply their advanced communication and cross-cultural skills in their personal and 
professional lives. The course will address careers, leadership, general business skills and business etiquette. 
Prerequisite: Spanish IV, Honors Spanish IV, or Cinema for Spanish Conversation. 
 
2353. Survey of Modern Latin American History  (semester - grade 12 only) 
This course examines Spanish-speaking Latin America from independence to the present day. We focus on a variety 
of countries (e.g. Argentina, Cuba, Colombia, Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Chile) and cover topics such as indigenous 
cultures, revolutions, counter-revolutions, dictatorships, and democracy; relations between Latin America and the 
United States; and the cycle of violence and poverty that has characterized the region since its independence. This 
course is taught in Spanish. Students are expected to participate in Spanish, and student work must be completed in 
Spanish. Primary source materials are in Spanish, and secondary source materials may be in Spanish and/or English. 
Prerequisite: Spanish IV, Honors Spanish IV, or Cinema for Spanish Conversation 
 
2354. Introduction to Hispanic Linguistics  (semester - grade 12 only) 
This course introduces the student to linguistics, the scientific study of language, through the lens of Spanish. It will 
cover the sound system and articulation (phonology and phonetics), the formation of words (morphology), sentence 
structure (syntax), the relationship between language and society (sociolinguistics), the study of language change 
over time, i.e. from Latin to Spanish (diachronic linguistics), and language acquisition. This course is taught in Spanish. 
Students are expected to participate in Spanish, and student work must be completed in Spanish. Materials may be 
in Spanish and/or English. Prerequisite: Spanish IV, Honors Spanish IV, or Cinema for Spanish Conversation 
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2362. AP Spanish Language and Culture with WE Service 
This course continues to develop fluency and accuracy in language and engages students in an exploration of culture 
in both contemporary and historical contexts. The students entering this course have a reasonable proficiency in 
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. The course’s holistic approach includes comprehension and 
comprehensibility, vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. The 
course also develops the students’ appreciation of products (tools, books, laws, institutions), practices (patterns of 
social interactions), and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions). Prerequisites: B+ in Honors Spanish IV 
and permission of the instructor. 
 
2372. AP Spanish Literature and Culture 
This course is designed to provide students with a learning experience equivalent to that of a third-year college 
course in Peninsular and Latin-American literature. Students will be introduced to the formal study of a 
representative body of Peninsular and Latin-American literary texts. Content focuses on the works of Spanish and 
Latin American writers from medieval times to the 20th century. The reading list is determined by the College Board 
and may be subject to change. The reading selections are chosen to be representative of a particular author’s style. 
Students are responsible for taking notes and communicating on all levels in Spanish, both orally and in written form. 
They make cross-media presentations of selected works in Spanish. Prerequisites: B+ in AP Spanish Language and 
Culture and permission of the instructor.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

38 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

MALONE SCHOOLS ONLINE NETWORK (MSON) 
 

The Malone Schools Online Network provides upper-level students at registered Malone schools with a variety of 
superior online courses, offered in an online classroom that will enhance each school’s existing curriculum. The 
courses are taught by teachers from Stanford Online High School and other Malone schools in the network who are 
experts in their fields, have experience with independent school education, and share a commitment to excellence, 
small class sizes, and personal relationships. Course offerings target the most talented students at member schools 
who demonstrate sufficient independence and commitment to succeed in a virtual discussion seminar. Each course 
takes a blended approach, combining synchronous instruction and real-time video conferencing seminars with 
asynchronous instruction, recorded lectures, and exercises that students complete outside of class. A limited 
number of places will be available to Trinity Prep students. All students must have permission of the appropriate 
department chair and the director of curriculum.  
 
All classes will take place at the indicated times in the Eastern Time Zone. 
 

MSON HUMANITIES 
 

M320. Advanced Macroeconomics (fall semester 2019: Wednesday/Friday 10-11 a.m.) 
 Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This course covers the study of an economic system as a whole. Topics include economic performances measures, 
price-level determination (inflation and deflation), the financial sector, monetary and fiscal policies, economic 
growth, productivity, unemployment, international trade, and the balance of payments. Students will manipulate 
economic models and “think like an economist.” While the course does not follow the AP curriculum, students will be 
positioned, with extra work on their own, to take the AP exam if they wish. Prerequisite: Students who have not 
taken a microeconomics course will need to read some chapters of the text and watch some screencasts prior to the 
beginning of the class. 
 
M371. American Democracy and Civic Engagement (fall semester 2019: Monday/Wednesday 1:20-2:20 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
This course combines a deep study of the roots and traditions of America’s unique form of democracy with civic 
engagement and dialogue across the political divide. Students will study the form of government established by the 
Constitution, paying particular attention to Federalism, the separation of powers, and checks and balances. They will 
learn how individual citizens form a political identity and how those identities form the foundation of U.S. political 
culture. The course takes advantage of the broad geographical diversity inherent in the MSON to experience how 
political ideology and perspectives on democracy differ in various parts of the country. They will learn the skills of 
dialogue across differences, using techniques and protocols developed by Waynflete School for use in the New 
England Youth Identity Summit and the “Can We?” Project. Students will reflect on where their own political 
viewpoints come from as well as seeking a deeper understanding of beliefs that are not the same as theirs. This work 
will include engaging in political dialogue and taking on positions that may differ from their own. 
 
M361. The American Food System:  Past, Present, Future (fall semester 2019: Monday/Thursday  
11:05 a.m.-12:05 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
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The American Food System consists of the interrelated components of how we get food from “farm to fork,” 
including the producing, harvesting, processing, transporting, marketing, distributing, and consumption of food. 
Through a humanities-based interdisciplinary approach, the course will examine the political, social, economic, and 
environmental aspects of the system, as well as the challenges and opportunities of moving from our current 
industrial food system to a more sustainable one. Students will engage in a variety of projects, allowing them to 
understand their regional and local food systems while learning from their classmates across the country. We will 
examine such topics as animal agriculture, organic farming, local production and distribution, the debate over GMOs, 
the marketing of unhealthy food to children, and the problem of hunger in America.  
M351. American Voice, American Speech:  Word as Action from Anne Bradstreet to Donald Trump (spring 
semester 2020: Monday/Wednesday 3:35-4:35 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
In this course, students will listen across history to the American voice—from Bradstreet and John Winthrop, 
through Franklin, Thoreau, Whitman, Dickinson, Jacobs, Douglass, Twain, Cole Porter, James Baldwin, and Gertrude 
Stein, to MLK, Dylan, Steinem, and Obama. We will listen to music, look at art and film, and consider the more 
tangled “voice” of advertising, television, and political theater. Even as it has proliferated and transformed, the 
American voice has maintained an urgent ambivalence about what it means to speak the truth, who should speak it, 
and to what end. We will look at the ongoing central tension in much of American speech between the individual and 
the democratic collective and also consider the related tension between reflection and action as conditions of 
possibility. We will also investigate what forms of speech are surrounding our students and how we might replicate 
them in order to understand them. Among other writing assignments, students will maintain an ongoing analytical 
blog and submit a final paper on a topic of the student’s choosing in consultation with the teacher. Prerequisite: 
Completion or concurrent enrollment in Honors American History or AP U.S. History.  
 
M451. Are We Rome? (spring semester 2020: Monday/Thursday 11:05 a.m.-12:05 p.m. )  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
Inspired by Cullen Murphy’s 2007 book of the same name, “Are We Rome?” will examine the similarities between 
the Roman empire and the United States. This course is designed to be a capstone for study in classics and history. 
The interdisciplinary nature of this course will serve as a vehicle by which students of Latin and history can expand 
their knowledge and apply that knowledge in an intercultural comparison. Since 1776, from our system of 
government to the architecture of government buildings, the United States has used Rome as a foil for itself, and 
forefathers of the U.S. created many institutions using Rome as a model. This course will be structured around one 
basic question: How can the United States learn from Rome? We will examine, among other things, political and 
social ideologies, privatization, globalization, borders, and exceptionalism. Taking our beginnings from the founding 
of these two nations, we will discuss the governing practices and bodies, the rhetoric of politics, and the public view 
of governmental institutions, with emphasis on how these progress and change. The course will culminate with 
analysis of the most recent political and social events in the United States and form a final conclusion on our topic. 
Our class discussions will be based on primary sources from both Rome and the U.S. Weekly reading and writing 
assignments will be required. Prerequisite: Completion or concurrent enrollment in Honors American History or AP 
U.S. History; background in Classics not required. 
 
M321. Bob Dylan’s America (fall semester 2019; Tuesday/Thursday 1:20-2:20 p.m. ) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
Arguably one of the most influential, important, and closely scrutinized American artists of the past six decades, Bob 
Dylan is as difficult to define as the nation that produced him. Connecting his work to contemporary theories of 
cultural memory, this course looks at the ways in which Dylan, in both his music and his cultivation of various public 
personae, maps the contours of the national imagination and explores the prevailing attitudes of class, race, gencer, 
and place in American culture. The course will be organized around three symbolic American geographies: the 
frontier, the city, and the South. Using Dylan’s masterworks and official “bootleg” recordings as touchstones, 
students will consider a variety of texts, including poetry, fiction, and cultural history; biography and autobiography; 
and popular and documentary film. Works may include Bob Dylan’s Chronicles, Volume I, “The Old, Weird America,” 
“The World of Bob Dylan’s Basement Tapes,”  “Great Jones Street,”  “Coming Through Slaughter,” “Birth of a Nation,” 
“The Jazz Singer,” “The Wild Bunch,” “Don’t Look Back,” and “No Direction Home.” 
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M461. Building Utopia (fall semester 2019: Monday/Wednesday 3:35-4:35 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 9-12. 
Utopia, “a good place” as defined by the Greeks, is a term coined by Sir Thomas More referring to a fictional ideal 
island society. The act of intentionally shaping one’s environment to be “a good place” modeled after sustainability, 
economy and delight is a uniquely human endeavor. This  study examines the course of western architecture from 
the ancient Egyptians to the 21st century through the lens of the primary philosophic ideas that have driven an 
aesthetic vision through the ages. The course will offer an introduction to design principles, the visual language of 
architecture, and design analysis. The necessities, desires, and spiritual beliefs which go into the shaping of a 
culture’s aesthetic vision of their ideal environment will be examined in a series of seven units over the course of the 
semester. 

1. Forming the Human Universe: Mark Making and the Necessity of Shelter 
2. Creativity and Humankind: Beauty Defined and the Building of Civilization 
3. Immortality and the Gods: Building for the Greater Glory 
4. Getting Perspective: Perfect Geometry in Design and Building in the Humanist and Rational World 
5. Power and Production: Society and the Machine 
6. Modern Utopia and the Architect’s Vision: Shaping an Individual World 
7. Back to the Future: Palimpsest and Irony 

No prerequisite required, but background in Ancient and European History recommended. 
 
M101. Creative Nonfiction Writing Workshop: If Only You Could See This Place (spring semester 2020: 
Tuesday/Thursday, 2:30-3:30 p.m. ) 
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
How do we write great non-fiction (and this includes all flavors of essays—college essays, literary journalism, 
memoir, and more), so that our stories have an injection of narrative tension that invites the reader to sit down 
inside our stories and stay awhile?  This workshop will help you become a better writer so that your stories contain 
an electrical charge that starts at the sentence level and travels through the entire piece. This tension, or electrical 
charge, is the engine that great non-fiction runs on. Students will search the places in their lives that have mattered 
most, and, using a series of fun writing prompts, generate new writing, using place as a portal to enter the life stories 
they most want to tell. Later, the class will move into workshops of each student’s work. Each session will also look at 
other specific craft aspects, primarily beginnings, endings, and the weaving of multiple story lines in one essay. This 
course is ideal for juniors beginning to draft their personal essays for college. 
 
M103. Creative Writing in the Digital Age (fall semester 2019: Monday/Thursday 10-11 a.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
Storytelling is as important today as it was hundreds of years ago. What has changed, in many cases, is the medium 
through which writers tell their stories. Today’s literary artists take advantage of digital tools to spread their 
messages and tell their stories in new ways that combine narrative and contemporary forms. Students will begin 
with the traditional forms of poetry, short prose, and literary non-fiction and then go beyond those forms to explore 
how contemporary tools can enhance expression. We will study master writers in each of the traditional forms and 
be inspired by their examples. Then we will look at how communication in the 21st century has provided us with even 
more ways to share our thoughts and to be creative. Possible explorations include hyperlinked narratives, social 
media as inspiration and tool, animated text, audio, video, and all manner of non-linear narrative. The class will ask an 
essential question: what happens when communication becomes wider and has an instant audience?  The class 
routine, based on writing, reading, and discussion, will include weekly critiques of student work and required writing, 
including some non-traditional, contemporary formats.  
 
M261. Diversity in a Global Comparative Perspective (fall semester 2019: Tuesday/Thursday 3:35-4;35 p.m.))  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This course examines the ways our human family has sought to create, marshal, contest, and maintain identities 
through culture and relations of power. These identities can be appreciated through “lenses of analysis.”  The course 
critically engages the traditional “Big Three” lenses of analysis:  race, class, and gender, understanding that culture 
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serves as an important backdrop against which these identities emerge. Once students appreciate the important 
ways the social sciences have engaged with, written about, and debated these three core modes of analysis, the 
course expands to incorporate other equally rich lenses: age, ability, intellectual diversity, geographic diversity, 
cognitive and neurological diversity, and the business case for diversity, as well as the study of synergistically 
intertwined phenomena. Film and critical film studies, as well as the role colonialism has played in the major conflicts 
of the last 500 years, serve to enrich student understanding of diversity.  
 
 
M751. Environmental Bioethics (spring semester 2020: Tuesday/Friday 3:35-4:35 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12.  
This course fulfills the ½ credit social science requirement for graduation. 
This course will focus on such cases as environmental sustainability, global energy, and food resources, gathered 
from sources in literature, journalism, and film. The academic study of ethics examines how we make decisions. The 
curriculum will build on a foundation of moral theories, more specifically how we make decisions when faced with 
complex, often controversial, issues. No prior knowledge of philosophy is assumed; however, authentic assessment 
of students’ initial facility with logical analysis will ensure that all students are challenged to grow and deepen their 
theoretical and practical understanding of the subject. 
 
M761. The Ethics of Biomedical Advancements: Playing God? (fall semester 2019: Wednesday/Friday 3:35-4:35 
p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12.  
This course fulfills the ½ credit social science requirement for graduation. 
The objective of this course is to provide students with the tools and experience necessary to better make difficult 
ethical decisions. To achieve this, we will study and evaluate critically several different ethical theories, including 
Utilitarianism, Virtue Ethics, and Deontology. Which framework students choose to use as their guide is up to them, 
but by the end of the course, they should be able to defend their ethical choices and decisions clearly. The course 
strives to develop a cross conversation between two academic disciplines: philosophy (ethics) and biology (medical 
research, molecular genetics.) This is a collaborative teaching effort between two teachers and an evolution of two 
previously existing courses. Both teachers will be present for all classes, focusing on the growth that comes from a 
shared discourse. 
 
M104. The Fiction of James Joyce (spring semester 2020: Monday/Wednesday 3;35-4:35 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
James Joyce created some of the most beautiful literature of the 20th century, prose that has thrilled and at times 
confounded readers for generations. “Ulysses,” his 1922 masterpiece, changed the landscape for the novel. This 
course will unpack the mystery and loveliness of two Joyce novels, “A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man” and 
“Ulysses,” giving students the close-reading tools to appreciate and make sense of Joyce’s particular literary power, 
to scale the edifice of “Ulysses” to see it as a marvel of stylistic achievement, a testament to the ways in which 
language shapes us as we shape it, and a gorgeous love story and exploration of the everyday heroism that is often 
overlooked. In particular, we will explore how Joyce rendered the human experience through language; how he 
wanted literature to look and feel more like “life” than “art”; how he made literature mirror the texture of the actual 
thinking and feeling mind. The course will give students an intensive look at possibly the greatest literary mind since 
Shakespeare and also have us--teacher and student alike--consider what it means to fully inhabit our hearts, minds, 
and selves in the modern world. 
 
M781. Man’s Inhumanity to Man: Genocide and Human Rights in the 20th Century (spring semester 2020; 
Monday/Thursday 4:40-5:40 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
The story of genocide in the 20th century stands in stark contrast to the social progress and technological 
advancements made over the last hundred years. As brutal culmination of nationalist and racist attitudes and 
policies, as well as a poignant reminder of both the cruelty and resilience of human beings, these genocides 
punctuate modern history with harsh reality. This course will explore the many facets of genocide through the lenses 
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of history, literature, art, sociology, and law. Specifically, we will turn our attention to understanding the framing of 
genocide as a legal concept. Using the Holocaust as our foundation, we will examine additional genocides in the 20th 
century. Ultimately, we will train our attention to the enduring legacy of genocides around the world, especially as 
we consider attempts to recognize, reconcile, and memorialize genocide from the individual to the collective. 
Students will read and analyze primary source material, secondary historical accounts, and genocide testimony, and 
memoirs in addition to examining individual fictional and artistic responses and the collective memories and 
memorials of whole societies.  
 
M311. Narratives of Place: The Place of Narrative on the North American Prairie (year: Monday/Thursday 
12:45-1:45 p.m. ) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
Prairie ecosystems have long played a formative role in the history and culture of the North American midcontinent, 
dating back to pre-contact indigenous communities and progressing through the Euro-American exploration and 
settlement up to the predominance of large-scale industrial agriculture that characterizes the region today.  This 
course will interrogate the transformation of a once-thriving, but now degraded, ecosystem through an 
interdisciplinary approach, analyzing a wide array of texts--oral tradition, travel narrative, canonical poetry and 
fiction, documentary film, folk music, and more--that explore concepts in prairie ecology and cultural geography to 
enhance understanding of this greatly misunderstood region. A major point of emphasis will be the role narrative 
plays in creating, altering, and sustaining sociocultural attitudes toward a given place, through a variety of texts with 
contrasting and often contradictory outlooks on the position of the prairie in American life. Instruction will include 
on-site tutorials and virtual interactions with remnant and reconstructed prairies in eastern Nebraska and western 
Iowa. Prerequisite: US History, American Literature, and some familiarity with environmental science 
recommended. 
 
M771. Philosophy in Pop Culture (spring semester 2020: Wednesday/Friday 1:20-2:20 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
Have you ever had a realistic dream that you were sure was true and then woken up confused? How do you know 
that you are not in the Matrix? What is real and what is not? This course will investigate the nature of existence. It 
will combine classic philosophical works by philosophers like Descartes with contemporary movies like “The Matrix” 
and “Inception” to contemplate what it is to exist and what the meaning of life is or should be. No prerequisite is 
required, but some familiarity/experience with logic will be helpful. Netflix subscription required. 
 
M851. Positive Psychology (fall semester 2019; Monday/Thursday 3:35-4:35 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 10-12. 
This course begins by providing a historical context of positive psychology within broader psychological research 
and helps explain why the field is of particular importance to those in a high school or college setting. Students will 
be introduced to the primary components and related functions of the brain in order to understand the biological 
foundation of our emotional experiences. Current research will be used to develop a broader sense of what positive 
psychology is and is not, and how it can be applied in students’ own lives. Additionally, students will gain an 
understanding of basic research methods and their application to the science of psychology. This course will require 
substantial reading (sometimes on par with 100-level college courses) and writing. Students will be asked to reflect 
regularly on their individual experiences in order to integrate course material into their daily lives. One of the key 
learning outcomes is to have each participant identify his or her own strengths while simultaneously recognizing and 
respecting the attributes others bring to the course.  
 
M341. Stolen Lives: Captivity in History and Contemporary Contexts (fall semester 2019: Wednesday/Friday: 
2:30-3:30 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
Captive-taking and enslavement have been near-universal trends among human societies throughout history. 
Traditionally, the majority of captives were young women and children.This course will explore captivity in a 
variety of contexts, beginning with a broad survey of worldwide practices and an examination of the crucial role 
captives have played, not only in delineating differences between nations, but also in serving as cultural 
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mediators, purveyors of new technology, and agents of change. Students will read a variety of captivity narratives, 
discerning the patterns, themes, and tropes of this genre and comparing narratives across time and cultures. The 
final section of the course will focus on modern-day captivity, including the treatment and fate of incarcerated 
individuals, victims of human trafficking, and non-human captives. 
 
M251. Think Global, Debate Local (fall semester 2019: Tuesday/Friday 4:40-5:40 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
Water justice. Gentrification. Housing. Education. Race Relations. Public Safety. Environmental Issues. Is it wrong 
to shut off water service if households are delinquent on their water bills? If forced to choose, should a city invest 
limited funds in education or public safety? Should cities and states focus on improving neighborhoods or enticing 
business investment? When in conflict, should environmental issues take priority over the needs of business? 
Many cities, in the United States and around the world, struggle with these and other challenges. We will use local 
experiences to dive into the facts and philosophies underlying the challenges, values, and perspectives that 
shape our cities, neighborhoods, and homes. The overarching goal of this course is for students to teach each 
other about important topics in their own neighborhoods, towns, states, and regions and to use debate as a tool to 
examine the arguments associated with these topics. Other goals include achieving a better understanding of 
complex issues by arguing for the viewpoints of various stakeholders, discovering ways to shift from an 
adversarial to a cooperative relationship when conflicts arise, and understanding the ways different values can be 
used as filters through which to view a given issue.  
 
M331. Wartime Dissent in American History (fall semester 2019: Tuesday/Friday 8:30-9:30 a.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
Benjamin Franklin once said, “They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve 
neither safety nor liberty.” An oft-cited quotation by champions of American civil liberties protections and anti-war 
activists, Franklin’s passage illustrates how dilemmas regarding the balance between free speech and national 
security have tested and perplexed American politicians, courts, and citizens since the inception of the country. 
The government reserves the right to draft men into the armed services, confiscate the property of individual 
citizens, set prices, ration food and fuel, and drastically increase taxes in times of war. Viewing these limitations 
through the prism of an existential crisis, most citizens accept these compromises on their liberty. Ben Franklin 
lived in a world devoid of anthrax, drones, internet communication, and long-range nuclear weapons; the 
Founding Fathers could not have foreseen the awesome power of or pressure on commanders-in-chief who, 
obligated to protect the lives of millions, regularly criticize dissenters. Lines must be drawn between civil liberties 
and national security--but where? Through primary and secondary sources from the Revolutionary War through 
the War on Terror, students will emerge with a better understanding of American wars, their dissenters, and the 
meaning of freedom under its most intense stress tests. Prerequisite: AP US History or equivalent. 
 
 

MSON STEM 
 

M421. Advanced Applied Math Through Finance (spring semester - Monday/Thursday 10-11 a.m.) 
 Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This course will provide students a mathematical and conceptual framework with which to make important personal 
financial decisions, using algebraic tools. Specifically, the class will investigate 1) the time value of money (i.e. 
interest rates, compounding, saving, and borrowing), using exponential functions; and 2) the characteristics and 
risk/reward tradeoff of different financial instruments/investments, such as stocks, bonds and mutual funds, using 
algebra, probability, and statistics. Other financial algebra topics selected with student input may include financial 
accounting, depreciation methods, and foreign currency exchange. The course will stress use of the TI-83/84 
calculator, Excel spreadsheets, and iPad apps. Students should be comfortable with exponential growth models and, 
preferably, the concept of the number e for continuous compounding. They should be willing to exhibit an interest in 
mathematical reasoning and display a hefty dose of curiosity about the language and problem solving nature of 
personal finance. Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II. 

44 
 



 
422. Advanced Multivariable Calculus (year) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
Section A: Monday/Thursday 8:10-9:10 a.m. 
Section B: Monday/Thursday 12:15-1:15 p.m. 
Section C: Monday/Wednesday 4:40-5:40 p.m. 
The mathematics of three dimensions is the emphasis of this college-level course. Multivariable Calculus will explore 
the geometry of three-dimensional space, including vector arithmetic. It will also explore three-dimensional 
surfaces, using the tools of derivatives and integrals expanded into multiple dimensions. A robust unit on differential 
equations will allow students to review the topics of single-variable calculus. The emphasis throughout the course 
will be on problem-solving and on real-world applications of the tools students learn in fields such as economics, 
astronomy, physics, engineering, and medicine. Prerequisite: Completion of AP Calculus BC. 
 
M501. Advanced Topics in Chemistry (spring semester - Monday/Thursday 2:30-3:30 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This course explores real-world applications to chemistry that are often skimmed over or omitted in most chemistry 
courses: chemical applications and the history of chemistry. Real-world applications abound in areas like nuclear, 
medical, atmospheric, industrial, food, water, and consumer-product chemistry. We will begin with an exploration of 
energy sources like nuclear power, solar power, and lithium ion batteries. We will then explore computing, both the 
properties of th elements that power the computers we use every day as well as computational techniques that have 
revolutionized the ability to visualize and understand chemical processes at a molecular level. We also explore the 
history and life events of scientists who discovered the chemical elements and have impacted the world through 
chemistry. In independent projects, students will explore the periodic table for daily applications and technologies 
from cell phones and photovoltaic cells to medical technology. This course will be heavy in applications and theory, 
with less of the traditional problem solving found in other courses.  Prerequisite: completion of Honors Chemistry. 
 
M508. CSI: MSON Forensic Science (spring semester - Tuesday/Thursday 1:20-2:20 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This course is designed for those interested in learning the disciplines of forensic science and crime scene 
investigation. Students will be introduced to some of the specialized fields of forensic science; topics will include 
blood spatter and pattern analysis, death, ballistics, trace and glass evidence, toxicology, entomology, anthropology, 
serology, and DNA fingerprinting. Students will explore the forensic analysis of substances such as glass, soil, hair, 
bullets, gunpowder, blood, and drugs. The class will include a mixture of laboratory experiments, demonstrations, 
and speakers who are experts in the field. Prerequisites: Completion or concurrent enrollment in Honors Biology or 
Honors Chemistry, and Algebra II. 
 
M806. Data Structures and Design Patterns (year - Monday/Thursday 4:40-5:40 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This course will give advanced students the strong foundation needed to build complex applications, using 
object-oriented principles and the skills needed to gain a top-level internship at a tech firm. This course covers the 
design and implementation of data structures including arrays, stacks, queues, linked lists, binary trees, heaps, 
balanced trees (e.g. AVL-trees) and graphs. The course will also serve as an introduction to software design patterns. 
Each pattern represents a best-practice solution to a software problem in a specific context. The course covers the 
rationale and benefits of object-oriented software design patterns. Numerous problems will be studied to 
investigate the implementation of good design patterns. Students will receive assistance in crafting an effective 
resume and go through sample interview questions. Prerequisite: Completion of AP Computer Science A or 
equivalent. Laptop required. 
 
M803. Explorations in Computer Science: Solving Multidisciplinary Problems with Computational Methods  
(year - Tuesday/Thursday 11:05 a.m. -12:05 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 9-11 
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This project-based course will teach computational thinking skills through problem solving in computer science. 
Students will choose projects based on their interests in the arts, humanities, STEM, and the world around them and 
approach them through the power of computer science. For example, students might design a website to bring 
attention to an issue in their communities, draw on big data to answer an environmental or historical question, 
compose music through code, or explore autonomous vehicles through robotics. For each project, students will 
break down a problem, build a sequence of steps to solve it, and translate those steps into a digital or technological 
solution. Students will often work collaboratively in groups, giving one another feedback and discussing/debating 
ethical questions related to current topics in computer science and the world. The course is introductory and suited 
for students who wish to gain a broad exposure to computational methods, coding, and other tools of computer 
science. Prerequisite: Access to a laptop and other devices costing about $100; maturity and time management skills 
for success in a project-based course.  
 
M505. Genetics and Genomics:  Diving into the Gene Pool (fall semester: Wednesday/Friday 12:15-1:15 p.m.) 
 Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This course will emphasize classic Mendelian genetics, molecular genetics, and population and evolutionary genetics. 
The topics include structure and function of genes (and the genome), biological variation, and regulation of gene 
expression. Subsequently, the course will explore current genome analysis methods and genome manipulation 
technologies such as CRISPR.  We will also discuss the implication of our use of this information in society. Topics 
also include recombinant DNA technology, mathematical models, and statistical methods for data analysis. Papers 
from current and classic literature will supplement lecture material. Prerequisites: Completion of Honors Biology, 
Honors Chemistry, and access to compound microscope and laptop. 
 
M804. Honors Robotics (spring semester 2020 - Wednesday/Friday 12:15-1:15 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 10-12 
This course will be based on LEGO robotics kits. Students will be working in pairs, completing a series of escalating 
challenges, using the kits to build their knowledge of both mechanical and programmatic elements of robotics. 
Students will learn about gears, leverage, traction, and power through building robots to accomplish various tasks. In 
the visual programming language of LEGO Mindstorms, students will learn about loops, conditionals, and other 
programming structures. Project challenges will mostly reflect real-world robotics challenges. Materials: Students 
will need to purchase or have access to a robotics kit ($400 or more). Interested students should communicate with 
their schools regarding access options. 
 
M502. Introduction to Organic Chemistry (fall semester 2019:  Monday/Thursday 2:30-3:30 p.m. EST)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This semester course will provide useful background information in organic chemistry by covering topics not 
typically found in high-school chemistry courses. The course will give insight into the importance of the chemistry of 
carbon compounds in our daily lives. Topics covered will include organic nomenclature, structural formulas, 
stereochemistry, bonding, reaction mechanisms, and chemical transformations of functional groups. Completion of 
the course should make students more confident in their chemical background when entering college biology or 
chemistry courses. Prerequisite: Completion of Honors Chemistry. 
 
 
 

MSON WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

M200. Arabic I (year) 
Section A: Monday/Thursday 12:15-1:15 p.m. 
Section B: Tuesday/Thursday 3:35-4:35 p.m. 
Open to students in grades 9-12 (juniors receive priority) 
This course is the first part of a two-year sequence. It is an introduction to Modern Standard Arabic, the language of 
formal speech and most printed materials in the Arab-speaking world. Students will learn to read and write the 
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Arabic alphabet and will develop beginning proficiency in the language. Through frequent oral and written drills, 
students will develop their basic communication skills.  
 
M201. Arabic II (year- Tuesday/Friday 12:15-1:15 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 10-12. 
This course is a continuation of the introduction to Modern Standard Arabic, the language of formal speech and most 
printed materials in the Arab-speaking world. Students will learn to read and write the Arabic alphabet and will 
develop beginning proficiency in the language. Through frequent oral and written drills, students will develop their 
basic communication skills. Prerequisite: Completion of Arabic I. 
 
M214. Honors Chinese V (year- Wednesday 11:05 a.m.-12:05 p.m./Friday 12:15-1:15 p.m.)  
Open to students in grades 11-12. 
This intermediate level course, conducted entirely in Chinese, involves the reading of authentic texts of modern 
Chinese society and culture. Students explore current cultural topics through stories, dialogues, and documentaries, 
using multimedia materials ranging from internet, television, and films to traditional textbooks. Throughout the year, 
students write papers, critique films, and participate in oral discussion and debates. Prerequisite: Completion of 
Chinese IV or IV Honors. 
 
M202. The Invention of Modern-Day Food Writing; Excursions in France’s Gastronomic Library from the 18th to 
the 21st Centuries (year - Tuesday/Friday 4:40-5:40 p.m.) 
Open to students in grades 11-12 
This class is conducted entirely in French. 
The hunt for and consumption of food have preoccupied visual artists since the first paintings were drawn on the 
walls of caves approximately 35,000 years ago. The same fascination can be seen in literature, from Rabelais’s war 
between sausages and cooks to Proust’s madeleine. The desire for a visual or literary depiction of the culinary realm 
begs the questions: How and why does food operate as a source of artistic inspiration? To what extent does politics 
boil down to discussions about food? How does food function as a metaphor? What is the relationship between food 
and memory? There are three objectives of this course: (1) to present a survey of French prose literature, including 
Zola, Balzac, Proust, Desbiolles, and others; (2) to provide strategies for literary analysis; and (3) to teach theoretical 
approaches to analyzing French culture. Through literature, students will explore the origins of food journalism 
written in 19th century Paris and examine the evolving perception of the cultural figures of the gourmand, from 
overweight buffoon to gastronomic dandy. Finally, students will study the extent to which the “foodie,” ubiquitous in 
our culture today, descends from the French gourmand. The class will culminate in a focus paper and presentation. 
Prerequisite: AP French or its equivalent, or interview with the instructor. 
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